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Transparency and Parliamentary Openness
PROViSiONS OF the MALABO PROtOCOL SCRutiNiZeD
AT THE 11TH CONFERENCE OF SPEAKERS AT THE PAP
By: Olu Ibekwe

T

he National Council of
Provinces Chairperson, Hon.
Amos Masondo, has expressed
reservations over certain provisions in the Malabo Protocol
which is undergoing ratification by African
Union (AU) member States.

Under a constitution which came into full
effect in 1997, the National Council of
Provinces is the upper house of the Parliament of South Africa.
The Protocol to the Treaty Establishing the
African Economic Community relating to
the Pan-African Parliament adopted by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the African Union (AU) in June
2014 in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, also
known as Malabo Protocol has so far been
ratified by fourteen member States and requires fourteen more ratifications to come
into force.
Masondo was speaking at the second day
of the 11th Conference of Speakers of National and Regional Parliaments, held at
the PAP headquarters in Midrand from 01
– 02 September 2022.

National Council of Provinces
Chairperson, Hon. Amos Masondo

He expressed concern over Article 5(1)(a)
of the Protocol which provides that the
National Parliament, or other deliberative
body, shall elect from outside its membership five Members to serve in the PAP.
This places an obligation on National Parliaments to elect people who are not members of their national parliament to
represent the interest of the country at a
continental level. “Who will they be reporting to when they return from parliament” he queried.

Masondo stated that it was unclear how
these independent people would account to
Parliament and what recourse would Parliament have against those independent
people if they fail to or refuse to account to
Parliament.
Another area of concern is Article 5(6)
which provides that for the avoidance of
doubt, an MP from a National Parliament
or other deliberative body is eligible to
contest an election to the PAP. The Article
further provides that, if elected, the Member shall resign from the National Parliament or other deliberative body.
Masondo maintained that this provision
leaves such a Member with no clear line of
accountability because the members of parliament are elected to represent the interests of the people in Parliament and to
account for every aspect of their work as
the representatives of the people.
On the two and half (21/2) year tenure for
the members of the Bureau of the Parliament renewable once, Masondo submitted
that it will create instability since the tenure
of the members of the Parliament is five
years. In his opinion, the tenure of the Bureau should have been the same five (5)
years for the members of the Parliament.
He stated that Article 10 (1) and (2) which

provides that the Pan-African Parliamentarians shall be paid allowances by their respective State Parties is an objectionable
provision as it was unthinkable that State
Parties would continue to pay allowances
to independent people elected outside the
normal electoral processes of the Member
State.

Chairperson Masondo said Article 19(2) of
the Protocol is one of the very crucial provisions of the reviewed Protocol as it provides that the PAP shall periodically submit
a report in writing on its work to National
Parliaments for information. He said this
was a very important step as it seeks to ensure accountability. The submission of
these reports will ensure that National Parliaments are aware of what the PAP is
doing, and where necessary, debates the reports of the PAP, said the Chairperson
adding that this is a good step as it will ensure accountability and could also assist in
popularising the PAP in the Member States
and communities.

The Chairperson said Article 4(3) of the
Malabo Protocol will mark a departure
from the current protocol as it will increase
the number of females in each country delegation from one to two and a delegation
which does not satisfy this requirement
shall not have the right to be accredited for
representation in the PAP.

PAP Concludes Capacity Building Workshop, Develops Plan of Action
to sit through in a day.
News Desk Report

M

embers of the
Pan-African Parliament have developed a Plan of
Action that will
guide the Parliament in fulfilling
its mandate and living up to the
expectations of stakeholders and
the African people.

This was one of the outcomes of
the Strategic Reorientation Workshop for the members of the PanAfrican Parliament which ended
on Tuesday. The Parliamentarians
also came up with a Performance
Management Framework as a
tracking tool to assess whether
PAP is on course in delivering on
its mandate.

The workshop with the theme
“Reviving, Renewing, Repositioning and Reinvigoration the
Pan-African Parliament” had presentations from officials of various
African Union agencies and departments.

One could notice that there is a
breadth of fresh air as members
showed enthusiasm and uncommon interest and zeal in not only
participating in the workshop but
making meaningful contributions
during deliberations, not minding
the many presentations they had

The workshop turned out to be a
season of intellectual harvest for
the parliamentarians who a determination to chart a new course
for the parliament following the
ugly incidents of 31 May to 01
June, 2021 which led to the suspension of parliamentary activities.
Encomiums were heaped on the
President of the Parliament, H.
E. Chief Fortune Charumbira and
members of the Bureau over what
the parliamentarians described as
a very novel workshop.
The parliamentarians expressed
optimism that the paradigm shift
in the parliament’s relationship
with the AUC, RECs and other
AU Policy Organs will begin a
process of reinvigorating and
strengthening the linkages between
the PAP and AU organs in achieving the objectives of the PAP and
the Union
President of the Parliament, H.
E. Chief Fortune Charumbira set
the tone for the workshop in his
keynote address when he said
“Quite often we take it for granted
that we all understand the mission
and purpose of the Pan African
Parliament. We can even recite
the mission and functions of the
Pan African Parliament as captured
in the Rules of Procedure eloquently, but do we truly understand
and appreciate why we are here?
Do we comprehend the intentions

of the founding fathers in establishing the Pan African Parliament? If so, are we living up to
those intentions and expectations?
That is the sobering question that
confronts us today as we meet
for our first official engagement
since the historic June 29 elections”.
He informed the parliamentarians
that the workshop will seek to
embark on the difficult process
of honest self-introspection to interrogate how the public perceives
the Parliament and what can be
done to rebrand the Pan African
Parliament, renew its image in
the eyes of the African citizenry
and reposition it in the continental
governance matrix.
The workshop had a session on
Enhancing Africa’s Post COVID19 economic recovery: The Role
of National and Regional Parliaments, facilitated by the Second
Vice President of PAP, Hon. Dr.
Ashebir W. Gayo with a presentation by Dr. Ahmed Ogwell
Ouma, Acting Director of Africa
CDC, AUC.
The parliamentarians were updated
on Agenda 2063 Special Project:
Evaluation of the First Ten-Year
Implementation Plan and the Development of the Second TenYear Implementation Plan by Mr.
Tichawona Shumba, Acting Director, Office of Strategic Planning
and Delivery (AUC).

The next session was on Strengthening the linkages between the
PAP, the AUC, RECs and other
AU Policy Organs in achieving
the objectives of the PAP and the
African Union and had the following presentations: Facilitating
the implementation of the policies
and programmes of the Union
and overseeing their effective implementation by the various AU
Organs by H. E. Dr. Nerdos
Bekele-Thomas, CEO, African
Union Developments Agency
(AUDA)- NEPAD; Promoting
Continental Integration, socioeconomic growth and development through trade and the pursuit
of a common economic recovery
strategy by H. E.Wamkele Mene,
Secretary-General, The African
Continental Free Trade Area;
African Governance Architecture
(AGA) by Amb. Sala Hammad,
Head, AGA Secretariat; Promoting
Peace, Security and Stability on
the Continent by Dr. Litha Ogana,

Commissioner, African Union
Commission on Human Rights;
Consolidating democratic institutions and the democratic culture
by a representative from the Department of Political Affairs, Peace
and Security.
Dr. Guy Fleury Ntwari of the Office of Legal Counsel, AUC addressed the workshop on the Status
of ratification of the Malabo Protocol and AU Legal Instruments
and the role of PAP in expediting
the process.
Then came a break-out session
where the five regional caucuses
deliberated on Repositioning the
Pan African Parliament in the
Continental Governance Matrix
and how the parliament could be
repositioned to achieve its goals.
The feedback from the regional
caucuses were later presented to
the plenary by their respective
facilitators.

Chief Fortune Charumbira, President of Pan African Parliament
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Transparency and Parliamentary Openness
PAP President Charumbira Describes Media as
integral Part of Rebranding Process

together. Let us help each other to
project a positive image of Africa
and its institutions to a sceptical and
disbelieving world. In your reporting,
always bear in mind that you are the
voice of Africa to the world and our
operative mantra should always be
“One Africa, One Voice” he concluded.

By Olu Ibekwe

T

he President of the PanAfrican Parliament, H. E.
Hon. Chief Fortune
Charumbira has said that
the Media Capacity Building Workshop organized by the Parliament is a deliberate attempt to ensure that the media is an integral
part of the process of reviving, renewing, repositioning and reinvigorating the Pan-African Parliament.

In his welcome remarks, the Acting
Clerk of the Parliament, Mr. Gali
Massa Harou, stated that the training
organized by the PAP’s Media and
Communication Unit was of great
importance.

H. E. Hon. Charumbira stated this in
his keynote address to the Media
Workshop organized by the PAP over
the weekend at the seat of the Parliament in Midrand, South Africa.
The workshop participants included
members of the Steering Committee
of the African Parliamentary Press
Network (APPN).
“The Bureau of the Pan African Parliament is acutely aware that we cannot achieve our new strategic thrust
of reviving and repositioning the Pan
African Parliament within the continental governance matrix without rebranding the institution. Rebranding,
as you are well aware of, is the
process of changing the corporate
image of an institution to create a
different identity. Our desire to rebrand
the Pan African Parliament, to create
a different identity, is both a proactive
and reactive initiative” he said.
He informed the workshop participants that the Strategic Reorientation
Workshop recently organized for the
members of the parliament gave time
to “brutally self-introspect, earnestly
assess where we have come from,
where we are, where we want to go
and how we can get there. One of
the means of getting where we want
to go is, of course, proactively rebranding the institution”.
Charumbira regretted that public perception of the Pan African Parliament
and, indeed, the African Union as a

“

“As an institution and as a
Bureau, we have thus made a
deliberate decision to rebrand,
to change our corporate
identity, and we cannot do that
without the help of yourselves,
the media”.

Chief Fortune Charumbira, President of Pan African Parliament with
workshop participants

whole, is very unflattering, especially
so after the aborted PAP elective session in May 2021.
“As an institution and as a Bureau,
we have thus made a deliberate decision to rebrand, to change our corporate identity, and we cannot do
that without the help of yourselves,
the media”.
“We invite you to come with us as
we begin this difficult journey of rebranding the Pan African Parliament.
We invite you to report on the positive
thrust that we have started on by ensuring equity and justice throughout
all the structures of the Pan African
Parliament, by adhering to the principle of geographical rotation. Never
in the Pan African Parliament’s history,
has each Region held the Chairpersonship, Deputy Chair and Rapporteur
of at least two Committees as the
Bureau of the 6th Parliament has
done”.
“We invite you to buttress the call
for unity and togetherness that is an
abiding value of the founding fathers
and to help us get rid of artificial divisions arising from colonially imposed languages and superficial differences. Equally importantly, we
implore you to give us a fighting
chance through positive reportage as
we try to address a legacy of administrative inefficiencies, non-compliance with AU principles and values,
and growing questions over our impact and relevance”.
“We, therefore, need the press as an
ally as we embark on the process of
rebuilding the image of the PAP. In
fact, one of the common challenges
articulated by Members of Parliament
through the respective Regional Caucuses is that PAP is not visible and is
generally not known amongst the
African Citizenry. The press, therefore,
remains indispensable in acting as a
vehicle of information dissemination
in the continent and beyond even in
the face of a dynamic and evolving

media and technology environment”.
“we are also cognizant that in order
for you to effectively cover parliaments in general and the Pan African
Parliament in particular, you need to
have an intimate appreciation of parliamentary processes and procedures,
the origin, mandate, Rules of Procedure, membership and structure,
among others. It is also important
for you to understand the process involved in discharging the duties assigned to the institution and its role
to “promote human rights and consolidate democratic institutions and
culture, good governance transparency
and the rule of law by all AU organs,
Regional Economic Communities
(RECs) and Member States.”
“I say this with particular reference
to the aborted May 2021 elective
session as a classic case in point of
the need for capacity building of the
media. Admittedly, the session rightly
attracted negative media coverage as
it should have. However, there were
notable discrepancies and factual inaccuracies in the reporting, thus displaying the confusion around basic
details about the PAP. It thus dawned
on us that it was imperative to convene
regular workshops of this nature to
ensure that the media has a basic appreciation of the Pan African Parliament and its operations so that reporting is factual and accurate. With
the media’s power to control the
minds of the masses it would be unfortunate, nay tragic, to do so based
on factual inaccuracies and half-truths
that are peddled as fact. It is my
hope, therefore, that this workshop
will engender a better appreciation
of the Pan African Parliament and
its processes and procedures so that
you are better able to report on what
we do and heighten the visibility of
the PAP in the continent and beyond”.
“The journey towards rebranding the
PAP begins now. We are your elected
representatives and we are all in this

“The PAP is a continental public institution with a mission of expressing
the concerns and aspirations of the
African people. The media, in turn,
disseminates the information. The
media is an important partner as
highlighted in the African Governance
Architecture which is meant to promote democracy, democratic governance, and the rule of law. Thus, the
media is the vehicle to disseminate
information and activities of the PAP
as well as the aspirations of the
African people. The workshop is a
platform for the media to acquaint
themselves with Parliamentary activities and initiatives as well as to
convey information about African
people’s aspirations. The workshop
will be an important step towards
achieving the objectives of the PAP,”
he said.

In his presentation titled Overview
of the AGA Platform”, African Governance Architecture (AGA) Embedded Expert, Dr. George Mukundi disclosed that the African Governance
Architecture supported the PAP media
training workshop. He used the opportunity of his presentation to trace
the formation of the African Union
(AU) and the subsequent birth of the
Africa Agenda 2063 and the African
Governance in 2013.

The PAP Legal Counsel, Clement
Mavungu made a presentation on
“Introduction to the Legal and Institutional Framework of the Pan-African
Parliament” while Mr. Ibrahim Jagne,
Senior Monitoring and Evaluation
Officer at the Parliament, made a
presentation on “Pan-African Parliament Strategic Plan”.

The Executive Director of Parliamentary Network Africa (PNAfrica),
Mr. Sammy Obeng, made a presentation on “The Role of Parliament
and the Media in Promoting Parliamentary Openness.

In her closing remarks, the Third
Vice President of the Parliament,
Hon. Lúcia Maria Mendes Gonçalves
dos Passos (Mrs) implored the workshop participants to henceforth be
messengers of the Parliament and
promised to mobilize the necessary
resources to ensure the implementation of the objectives of the workshop.
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General News
Nyege Nyege FeStiVAL NARROWLy eSCAPeS BAN
AFTER UGANDAN LEGISLATORS BASH THE 'IMMORAL' ELECTRONIC MUSIC FESTIVAL

U

ganda’s well-known Nyege
Nyege music festival will proceed as scheduled after organizers reached an agreement
with the government to enforce stringent rules, it has been announced.
The seventh edition of the annual music
festival had been canceled following an
uproar by Ugandan parliamentarians who
criticized it for encouraging immorality.
Uganda Prime Minister Robinah Nabbanja
gave the festival a go-ahead on Wednesday.
The festival scheduled from 15th to 18th
September 2022, is moved from the acces-

sible Kampala city to Itanda Falls in Jinja,
approximately 105Km east of Kampala.
More than 8000 people were expected to
attend before the changes.
Some MPs are, however, incensed by the
government’s decision to approve the event
with one senator reportedly questioning
the ability of the government to address
new health issues. The senator gave an example of the global outbreak of monkeypox,
which he claimed to primarily affect homosexual males.
This is not the first time the jamboree has

Barbara Lee Leads U.S
Congressional Delegation to Ghana
to Reaffirm Strong Partnership
U.S. Embassy in Ghana

A

United States Congressional
Delegation led by Chairwoman
Barbara Lee visited Ghana
from August 25-27, 2022. The
visit reaffirmed the strong partnership between the United States and
Ghana, the importance the United States
places on Ghana’s leadership in West Africa
and allowed for discussion of a range of
global issues from climate to security.

The delegation met with President Nana
Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, senior government officials, members of Parliament,
civil society groups and other developmental
partners on issues of mutual interest between
the United States and Ghana.

In Tema, the seven-member delegation interacted with stakeholders in the fisheries
sector including Minister Mavis Hawa
Koomson about the U.S. government’s
support to restore fisheries and combat illegal, unreported, and unregulated in Ghana
through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) at the
Canoe Basin. The delegation also toured
SEKAF Shea Company and discussed the
Sustainable Shea Alliance, a USAID-Global
Shea Alliance partnership that has supported
tens of thousands of women shea producers
and helped increase global demand for
shea products.

Lusa News

G

uinea-Bissau will
begin voter registration for the legislative elections
scheduled for December 18. This was confirmed
by the minister of Territorial
Administration and Local Power, Fernando Gomes.

"We are going to carry out the
registration. It has to be a registration from scratch, so we
have the whole team prepared.
Materials will arrive in a few
days and we will soon start the
voter registration process", Fer-

On Saturday August 27, the group visited
Ridge hospital where they spoke with health
officials at the maternal and child health
unit about their work and challenges they
face. The delegation also heard how U.S.
support has contributed to lower maternal
and newborn deaths and improved the skills
and training of midwives and nurses.
The Congressional delegation later joined
Deputy Minister for Tourism, Culture, and
the Arts and the W.E.B. DuBois Museum
Foundation to commemorate 59 years of
his passing at the W.E.B. DuBois Memorial
Center in Accra. Ambassador Virginia E.
Palmer and Chairwoman Barbara Lee delivered remarks at the event and laid a remembrance wreath at his tomb.
The visit also included separate engagements
with U.S. government exchange program
alumni, Peace Corps Volunteers, and Fulbright Scholars.
The Members of the Congressional delegation were: Chairwoman, Subcommittee
on State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs, Representative Barbara Lee –
California, 13th District; Representative
Sheila Jackson Lee – Texas; Representative
Cheri Bustos – Illinois, 17th District; Representative Katherine Clark – Massachusetts,
5th District; Representative Jay Obernolte
– California 8th District; Representative
Sara Jacobs – California, 53rd District;
and Rep Troy Carter – Louisiana, 2nd District.

faced a ban on the grounds of morality. In
2018, Nyenge Nyenge was prohibited and
later reinstated after backlash.
Nyege Nyege music festival is considered
Uganda’s most anticipated event on the
annual social calendar and has grown to
be the center of electronic music in East
Africa since its founding in 2013, platforming underground artists from across
the continent.
The carnival is a popular destination for
music aficionados in the area and beyond,
attracting revelers from all walks of life.

But critics in the government claimed it
served as a breeding ground for what they
considered sexual immorality, including
homosexuality.
WWN AFRICA

guinean Prime Minister
Reaffirms "total Commitment"
For Legislative Meetings to Take
Place in December
Lusa News

T

he Prime Minister of Guinea
Bissau, Nuno
Nabiam, has
reaffirmed the
"total commitment of the
Government" to allow the
legislative elections to take
place on December 18 this
year by giving an assurance
that the budget to fund the
electoral process will be
approved.

Prime Minister of Guinea
Bissau, Nuno Nabiam

“I am offering you the
total commitment of the
Government for the early
legislative elections to take
place on December 18,
even in the face of the
many difficulties”. The
Prime Minister reaffirmed
this on 30th of August 2022.

He gave the assurance that
his entire government is
committed to ensuring that
the date of December 18
does not fail and that the
President of Guinea-Bissau
himself, Umaro Sissco Embalo, has demanded this
lately.

Prime Minister Nabiam
gave these indications on
the sidelines of visits he
made to the offices of the
National Elections Commission (CNE) and the
Technical Support Office
for the Electoral Process
(GTAPE), institutions in
which he said he found
“great constraints”.

The head of the Guinean
Government has acknowledged the country's difficulties in arranging the
money to fund the electoral
process as a whole. He has
therefore announced that
at the next meeting of the
Council of Ministers later
this week, the budget for
the act will be approved.

The prime minister stated
that he had found that both
the CNE and the GTAPE
“are operating in unsatisfactory facilities”. Nuno
Nabiam observed that the
solution involves the construction of new facilities
for the two institutions from
scratch. A step his Government is willing to initiate.

He however added that, the
executive is already moving
forward to advance some
money towards the process,
while he disclosed that the
money was mobilized under the Democracy Tax.

“With that amount, it was
possible to buy printers to
be used for registering potential voters,” he said.

guiNeA-BiSSAu BegiNS eARLy PRePARAtiONS
tOWARDS LegiSLAtiVe eLeCtiONS iN DeCeMBeR
nando Gomes told the Lusa
news agency, who removed the
postponement of the election
date.
The minister acknowledged that
carrying out the census "is not
an easy task" due to the rainy
season, but added that the decree
that set the date for the elections
must be complied with.
Fernando Gomes said the technical support office for the electoral process started working

about two months ago.
Guinean President, Umaro Sissoco Embaló scheduled early
legislative elections for December 18 this year.
The Minister of Territorial Administration and Local Power
is in Portugal for meetings with
Portuguese municipal presidents,
the first of which took place
today with the mayor of Caldas
da Rainha, the independent Vítor
Marques.

"Guinea-Bissau has never had
local elections, after 48 years
of independence. Therefore, we
are here to learn about the Portuguese experience in this field
to advance to local elections between 2023 and 2024, because,
without local elections, the
provinces of Guinea-Bissau will
continue to be abandoned, because there is no local power.
Everything depends on the central power", justified Fernando
Gomes.

The minister of Territorial Administration and Local Government of Guinea-Bissau will also
meet with mayors of Covilhã,
Águeda, Coimbra, Figueira da
Foz, Oeiras, among others, during 12 days of bilateral meetings
in Portugal.

By the end of the year, the government official plans to sign a
twinning agreement with Caldas
da Rainha, in the district of
Leiria, whose mayor invited
him to visit his country.

Tuesday September 13 - Monday September 26, 2022

Parliamentary News

05

Public Accounts
TEAM PNAfrica JOINS THE CITIZENS’ COALITION
tO PiCket At AuDitOR geNeRAL’S OFFiCe
By: Clement Akoloh

M

embers of the Parliamentary Network
Africa (PNAfrica)
team, joined other
members of the Citizens’ Coalition to picket at the office
of the Auditor General.
PNAfrica is part of a number of civil
society organizations and individuals
who have come together to form a

the public sector without any sanctions or attempts to recoup the money
stolen. The group has also been
marching through the principal streets
of the national capital in a procession
which begun at the Efua Sutherland
Children’s park to petition the Auditor
General’s office.
The RedMonday protest by the Citizens’ Coalition is therefore to demand
the Auditor-General to use his powers
to surcharge and disallow fraudulent
expenditures as a game changer to
stop corruption.

accountability seriously.” Kojo
Pumpuni Asante, of the CDD said in
an interview, adding that the amount
of money we are going to IMF for is
how much?
The recent report of the Auditor General cites several public institutions
and personalities for engaging in infractions, costing the country several
millions of cedis.
The Coalition is therefore mounting
pressure on the Auditor General to
act now to save the country’s purse.
“We are really looking forward to

non-partisan coalition/movement
which seeks to make use of the democratic processes of mass education
and mobilization to put public officials and Governments in check for
their stewardship. It also aims to
stem the dangerous trends in governance and assure democratic renewal,
economic and social justice.
The non-partisan Citizens’ Coalition
movement which is also known as
the Coalition for Democratic Accountability and Inclusive Governance, declared September 5, 2022
a Red Monday for protest to demand
a more proactive Auditor General.
The pressure group has been picketing
to demand accountability because
every year the Auditor-General’s report unearths massive corruption in

Also, ongoing concurrently, was the
online protest by using the #WeBeCitizens #WeNoBeSpectators on
various social media handles and
platforms of partner organizations
including the tweeter handle,
@PNAfricawatch.
Some of the placards by the protestors
marching through the streets read,
“Taxpayers do not pay you to go to
sleep”; “Protect Wanna Money”;
“Obey the Constitution Mr. A-G”;
“Put the interest of Ghana First”;
“Every Cedi must be accounted for”;
“We pay you to hold Public Officers
Accountable”; and “Stop the bleeding
among others”.
“If we are going to stop ourselves
from going to the IMF every four
years or eight years, we must take

making our voices very loud that
the Auditor General has to use its
surcharge powers if we are going to
ensure that we are protecting the
public purse,” The CDD’s Director
of Advocacy and Policy Engagement,
Dr. Kojo Pumpuni Asante, said.
He also called on all Ghanaians to
join the action by joining virtually
or physically to make their voices
heard.
“We are inviting all citizens because
we all pay taxes. It is this sense of
impunity that is happening in the
use of public money,” he said.
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Civil Society Relations
the Au AND eCOSOCC:

Reflections on Reform and Increased Civil Society Participation
By Tariro Sekeramayi

C

ivil Society Organisations
(CSOs) play an important
and ever-shifting role in
African politics and influence the power dynamics on the continent. A vibrant
and functioning CSO sector is essential
to African societies and their development in various ways, including
lobbying for the protection of human
rights, amplifying civil voices and
acting as external oversight bodies,
holding African governments to account. CSOs' influence on policymaking on the continent is essential

“

it is critical for the Au to
become more open and
aware of the role of CSOs in
Africa and to engage with
them meaningfully as
partners in the continent's
development, as opposed to
its antagonistic relations
with the CSOs on the
continent.

as they represent the interests of various groups. One of the African Union
(AU) organs that facilitates the involvement of African CSOs and, ultimately, the African citizenry is the
AU Economic, Social & Cultural
Council (ECOSOCC). Established in
2004 by way of Articles 2 and 25 of
the AU Constitutive Act, as an advisory body to the AU, this organ provides a platform for representation
and involvement of African CSOs in
decision-making on the continent
through influencing AU policies, programmes and principles. Key areas
of ECOSOCC's work in this regard
are upholding the principles and policies of the AU by advising on and
evaluating these programmes; undertaking studies and making recommendations; and contributing to the
promotion of human rights, the rule
of law, good governance, and democratic principles.

This piece will discuss the extent to
which the ECOSOCC has been able
to discharge its functions within the
AU system, with particular reference
to its representative and advisory
mandates. It will also reflect on the
AU's role in capacitating the organ
to discharge its functions.
ECOSOCC as a Facilitator in the
Representation of African Peoples
The ECOSOCC was established as
an organ to ensure the representation
of African peoples, including the diaspora. However, its capacity to fulfil
this mandate has been hampered by
the body's strict membership criteria,
which have been criticised for excluding a large portion of African
CSOs. These restrictive eligibility
criteria have been the subject of critique since the establishment of the
ECOSOCC and continue to be, almost
two decades since the establishment
of the organ. The measures were originally intended to prevent foreigners
from entering the AU by ensuring
that only 'organically African' CSOs
could access the ECOSOCC and influence decision-making on the continent. The funding requirement in
article 6(5) of the Statutes of the
ECOSOCC of the AU states that all
prospective members must come from
CSOs from which fifty per cent of
resources were internally derived
from membership. This has left a
majority of expert CSOs and internationally-funded CSOs out of the
activities of ECOSOCC. Typically,
these CSOs receive donor funding or
are unable to obtain funding from
membership fees because of the restrictive environments in which they
operate. Despite falling short of the
eligibility criteria, some CSOs falling
into this bracket have the necessary
expertise and knowledge to contribute
meaningfully to ECOSOCC's work.
Their exclusion from participating
impacts the quality of ECOSOCC's
contributions to the AU.
There have been several calls, particularly from CSOs, for ECOSOCC
to expunge this exclusion to be more
representative and increase the organ's
capacity. The lack of reform in this
area portrays the organ as ignoring
the struggles faced by many African
CSOs and the hostile environments
on the continent in which some operate. Some African states deliberately
create unfavourable environments for
CSO participation by excessively
policing the civic space and employing
legal and other means to prevent
meaningful CSO involvement in those
states. Such policing is detrimental
to CSOs as they cannot be critical of
the state when required as they are
linked to the states and incumbents.
This lack of reform speaks to a lack
of political will and the overarching
political culture of the AU, which
has been criticised as mirroring the

repressive nature of certain state parties. At the same time, rhetoric points
to increased inclusion and participation
and the need for the input of African
peoples but implementing this is frustrating.
The ECOSOCC as an Advisory
Body on Matters of Governance
and Democracy in Africa
The ECOSOCC is an advisory body
to the AU and is mandated to advise
on various issues as well as make

capacities of ECOSOCC to produce
the opinions have also hampered
the discharge of this objective.
Reforming the AU
and the ECOSOCC
The above examples speak to the
need for reform in the greater AU
system and specifically for the
ECOSOCC to heed calls for reform
in the specified areas. The ECOSOCC
has made some strides in internal reform and potential reform of the AU,
including developing a harmonised

African Union

recommendations and conduct studies.
It acts as the citizens' voice on continental decisions and policy making.
However, the organ has fallen short
of its advisory mandate. Since its establishment in 2004, the ECOSOCC
has only issued two advisory opinions:
'Advisory Opinion on Peace and Security Issues of Conflict arising from
Irregularities in Elections, Violent
Extremism and Terrorism and the Illicit Proliferation of Small Arms and
Light Weapons in Africa' and 'Advisory Opinion on Human Rights, Governance and Migration'. These opinions have not been absorbed and applied in the AU system and were not
deliberated upon or implemented by
the bodies they had been issued. This
reflects negatively on the AU's true
intentions of meaningful involvement
of CSOs in its activities. The
ECOSOCC's inability to produce advisory opinions on pertinent issues
affects and undermines the very
essence of the organ and displays a
disregard for opinions issued and the
organ's inability to discharge its mandate. The opinions in question related
specifically to the promotion of peace
and security, human rights and good
governance on the continent that are
the key drivers for stability, development and fulfilment of the various
objectives of the body. The inability
to discharge this function is related
to the supply and demand of advisory
opinions within the AU system. Closely linked to this is the status of the
advisory opinions and the fact that
states are not obliged to implement
these. The low output is also related
to the inadequacy of frameworks to
provide guidance on this process in
the greater AU system. The technical

CSO accreditation process. This
process will establish a unified accreditation and observer status for
all AU organs through the ECOSOCC,
a move set to bolster its role and
ensure increased participation of CSOs
in AU processes. This will be critical
for both the AU and the ECOSOCC.
The reform of the frameworks governing the ECOSOCC towards increased inclusivity will expand the
organ's capacity through the inclusion
of CSOs excluded from participation
by the restrictive eligibility criteria.
The AU will also need to reform its
internal mechanisms and cohesion to
ensure that the ECOSOCC receives
the necessary degree of autonomy
allowing the body to carry out its
functions as envisaged. The reformed
accreditation processes for observer
status within AU organs is a channel
that the ECOSOCC can use to influence the overall reform of the AU
and allow for CSOs to have input in
this process.
Concluding Reflections
It is critical for the AU to become
more open and aware of the role of
CSOs in Africa and to engage with
them meaningfully as partners in the
continent's development, as opposed
to its antagonistic relations with the
CSOs on the continent. Meaningful
and inclusionary engagement with
CSOs is also essential and must allow
for the input of expert CSOs as well
as internationally funded CSOs. As
mentioned in the preceding sections,
the expertise and the critical voices
of these CSOs can play an essential
role in increasing the capacity of AU
organs and ultimately amplifying the
citizens' voices from a wider base.
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PAP uRgeD tO Set MODeL OPeN
PARLiAMeNt BeNChMARkS FOR ADOPtiON
By Au MeMBeR StAteS
By Olu Ibekwe

T

he Chairperson of the
Pan-African Parliament
(PAP) Committee on
Rules, Privileges and
Discipline, Hon. Thembekile Richard Majola (South Africa)
has expressed appreciation to the
PNAfrica for its advocacy for the
development of an Africa Open Parliament Index.
This followed recommendations for
PAP to consider setting up a benchmark for Parliamentary Openness
as a model framework to be adopted
by African Parliaments towards an
Open Parliament Agenda. Hon. Majola promised to have continuous
interaction with PNAfrica going forward on the subject matter.
“I will seriously look at your three
recommendations. That is very important when we deal with the issue
of reviewing our rules …Thank you
so much for your time and presentation and I strongly believe that
this is not the last time for you to
be here. If we need you we will call
you to come and make another presentation,” the Chairman said.
In a presentation to the Committee
on Rules, Privileges and Discipline,
titled “Open Parliament and the Pan
African Parliament” the Executive

Director of Parliamentary Network
Africa (PNAfrica), Mr. Sammy
Obeng, urged the Pan-African Parliament (PAP) to consider setting
up a benchmark for Parliamentary
Openness as a model framework to
be adopted by African Parliaments
towards an Open Parliament Agenda.

by Mr. Sammy Obeng to the PAP
include, “Undertake the ongoing revision of its Rules of Procedure
through Open Parliament lenses.

The presentation was made on Thursday at the sidelines of the ongoing
PAP August Committee Sittings at
Midrand, South Africa.
As a leading voice on the campaign
for Open Parliament on the continent,
Mr. Sammy Obeng urged the Committee to recommend to the Pan
African Parliament to lead by example in adopting open parliament
principles within its own processes
and practices, including measures
to improve its accountability to the
Africa people.
He said this was important because,
the establishment of PAP is informed
by a vision to provide a common
platform for African peoples on the
Continent and in the Diaspora, and
their grassroots organizations to be
more involved in discussions and
decision-making on the problems
and challenges facing the Continent.
“PAP may consider developing a
Benchmark on Open Parliament to
be used by Member States and Regional Economic Communities Par-

Chairperson of the Pan-African
Parliament (PAP) Committee on
Rules, Privileges and Discipline,
Hon. Thembekile Richard Majola

liaments, and further leverage its
relationships with these Parliaments
as envisaged in Article 19 of the
PAP Protocol, to ensure that Consultative Fora on the subject of Open
Parliaments are held with these regional and national Parliamentary
bodies.
According to him, “Strengthening
the PAP, Parliaments of Regional
Economic Communities and National Parliaments in parliamentary
openness, will effectively ensure
the full participation of the African
peoples in the economic development
and integration of the Continent as
envisioned by the PAP Protocol.”
The other recommendations made

This requires ensuring that the Rules
will further enhance access to the
PAP and information emanating
from the Parliament, ensure maximum accountability from PanAfrican Parliamentarians and the
PAP Institution to the people of
Africa, and put citizens understanding and participation in PAP’s work
at the center of everything PAP
does.

“Develop an Open Parliament Action Plan through a co-creation
process with civil society. The existence of the Pan-African Parliament Civil Society Platform, the
African Parliamentary Monitoring
Organizations Network (APMON)
and the African Parliamentary Press
Network will be useful in getting
PAP to work with civil society to
create, implement and publicize actions on openness.

“PAP should encourage Parliaments
of the Regional Economic Communities and in Member States to
do same, as civil society working
and engaging parliaments are available to collaborate at national and
regional levels. APMON is ready
to work with the PAP and other
stakeholders to facilitate these engagements.

PAP PReSiDeNt ChARuMBiRA CALLS ON
keNyAN’S PReSiDeNt-eLeCt tO uNite COuNtRy
AFTER PROTRACTED ELECTION DISPUTE
and stability.
By: Clement Akoloh

T

he President of the Pan
African Parliament
(PAP), H. E. Chief
Fortune Zephaniah
Charumbira, has called
on the President Elect of the Republic of Kenya, H. E. William
Kipchirchir Samoei Arap Ruto,
to keep the country together in
peace and harmony even after a
protracted election dispute as
promised.

He assured him of the full support
of the Pan African Parliament in
the country’s quest towards pluralistic democracy, and sustainable
socio-economic development
predicated on tolerance, peace

The President of the continental
Parliament made the call in a
congratulatory message dated September 6, 2022 from the Headquarters of the PAP at Midrand,
South Africa, which read, “We
welcome the conciliatory tone
adopted by His Excellency, President-Elect Ruto, and undertake
to hold him to account for his
promise to extend a hand of friendship to his political opponents
and unite Kenyans in the endeavour to build a country that every
Kenyan will be proud to call
home.”
This follows the unanimous confirmation by the Supreme Court
of the results of the General Elections held on 9th August, 2022,

which the PAP President indicated
that, “it attests to the unfettered
independence of the Judiciary,
which is a critical tenet of democracy, as well as Kenyans institutional commitment to representative democracy and respect for
the will of the people.”

across the country arising from
the protracted election challenge,
the people of Kenya exorcised
the ghosts of past elections by
waiting patiently for the Supreme
Court to pronounce itself on the
outcome of the elections without
resorting to violence.”

The message continues by indicating that, “The Pan African Parliament is proud to have been an
integral part of the AU Joint Election Observation Mission to
Kenya. As the continental representative institution whose sacred
mandate is drawn from the African
citizenry, we are gratified to note
that and strongly identify with
Kenya’s burgeoning democracy
and political tolerance.

The call by the Chief Charumbira
is in line with the functions of
the Pan African Parliament as espoused in Rule 4(b) of the PAP
Rules of Procedure which enjoins
the Pan African Parliament to
“Promote human and people’s
rights, consolidate democratic institutions and the democratic culture, good governance, transparency, and the rule of law by all Organs of the Union, Regional Economic Communities and Member
States.

“Despite widespread uncertainty

President Elect of the Republic
of Kenya, H. E. William
Kipchirchir Samoei Arap Ruto
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Privileges and Ethics
Sammy Obeng Addresses PAP’s Committee on
Rules, Privileges and Discipline on Open Parliament
gional Economic Communities Parliaments, and further leverage its relationships with these Parliaments as
envisaged in Article 19 of the PAP
Protocol, to ensure that Consultative
Fora on the subject of Open Parliaments are held with these regional
and national Parliamentary bodies.

the Pan-African Parliament Civil Society Platform, the African Parliamentary Monitoring Organisations
Network (APMON) and the African
Parliamentary Press Network will be
useful in getting PAP to work with
civil society to create, implement
and publicize actions on openness.

According to him, “Strengthening
the PAP, Parliaments of Regional
Economic Communities and National
Parliaments in parliamentary openness, will effectively ensure the full
participation of the African peoples
in the economic development and
integration of the Continent as envisioned by the PAP Protocol.”

“PAP should encourage Parliaments
of the Regional Economic Communities and in Member States to do
same, as civil society working and
engaging parliaments are available
to collaborate at national and regional
levels. APMON is ready to work
with the PAP and other stakeholders
to facilitate these engagements.”

He said this was important because,
the establishment of PAP is informed
by a vision to provide a common
platform for African peoples on the
Continent and in the diaspora, and
their grassroots organizations to be
more involved in discussions and decision-making on the problems and
challenges facing the Continent.

The other recommendations made
by the Executive Director of PNAfrica
to the PAP include, “Undertake the
ongoing revision of its Rules of Procedure through Open Parliament lenses. This requires ensuring that the
Rules will further enhance access to
the PAP and information emanating
from the Parliament, ensure maximum
accountability from Pan-African Parliamentarians and the PAP Institution
to the people of Africa, and put citizens understanding and participation
in PAP’s work at the center of everything PAP does.

The Committee on Rules, Privileges
and Discipline of the PAP, led by its
Chairman, Hon. T. J. Majola from
South Africa, was very appreciative
of the presentation and recommendations and promised to have a continuous interaction with PNAfrica
going forward on the subject matter.

“PAP may consider developing a
Benchmark on Open Parliament to
be used by Member States and Re-

“Develop an Open Parliament Action
Plan through a co-creation process
with civil society. The existence of

By: Clement Akoloh

T

he Parliamentary Network
Africa (PNAfrica) has
urged the Pan-African Parliament (PAP) to consider
setting up a benchmark
for Parliamentary Openness as a model framework to be adopted by African
Parliaments towards an Open Parliament Agenda.

This was one of the three recommendations made by the Executive
Director of PNAfrica, Sammy Obeng,
when he presented a paper to the
Committee on Rules, Privileges and
Discipline of the Pan African Parliament on the subject area of, “Open
Parliament and the Pan African Parliament” on Thursday, August 25,
2022. This presentation was made at
the sidelines of the ongoing Committee Meetings of the PAP at
Midrand, South Africa.
As a leading voice on the campaign
for Open Parliament on the continent,
Mr. Sammy Obeng urged the Committee to recommend to the Pan
African Parliament to lead by example
in adopting open parliament principles
within its own processes and practices,
including measures to improve its
accountability to the Africa people.

Executive Director of PNAfrica,
Sammy Obeng

“I will seriously look at your three
recommendations. That is very important when we deal with the issue
of reviewing our rules …Thank you
so much for your time and presentation and I strongly believe that this
is not the last time for you to be
here. If we need you, we will call
you to come and make another presentation,” the Chairman said.

Be PARtNeRS iN tRANSFORMiNg the AFRiCAN SituAtiON

–Chief Charumbira Charges Media

Chief Fortune Charumbira (2nd from right),
President of PAP Challenges media

By: Clement Akoloh

T

he President of the
Pan African Parliament (PAP), H. E.
Hon. Chief Fortune
Charumbira, has challenged the media in Africa to be
alive to its duties and to become

partners in the transformation of
the continent.
He urged them to move beyond
reporting on issues of what is
wrong with the continent and to
begin to broach the subject of
“why” things are the way they
are; and “How” these things
could be ameliorated.
“If we are to move ahead, we

need to provoke thinking. Even
the media must be provoked. We
are here gathered and we are
from Africa, and our duty is to
disseminate; communicate and
to inform people across the world
about certain things that confront
us.
“I want to challenge you as media
in this room that let’s be a media
that deals with the What of everything, but let’s also be a media
that deals with the Why and
How. That is a good media,”
said the President in a keynote
address delivered at a workshop
organized by the Pan African
Parliament for the media at the
side lines of the ongoing Sitting
of the PAP Permanent Committees in Midrand, South Africa.
According to him, more often
than not, the media has remained
stacked on diagnosing the myriad
of challenges facing the continent
while attempts at making progress
are missed by this same media.
Speaking specifically to issues
related to PAP, Chief Charumbira
said, “My point remains that we

miss the media in our work. The
media should move with us from
“what”; to “why”; and “how”.
But you tend to remain on What,
while we move to the next, we
leave you behind then we miss
you”.
He therefore expressed the need
for the active involvement of the
media in the reform process on
the continent of Africa as well
as the rebranding process of the
Pan African Parliament which
has been embarked upon by the
new Bureau.
The PAP President, H. E. Hon.
Chief Fortune Charumbira told
the workshop participants including the members of the Steering Committee of the African
Parliamentary Press Network
(APPN) that the Capacity Building Workshop is a conscious effort to make the media an integral
part of the new Bureau’s attempt
to revive, renew, reposition and
reinvigorate the Pan-African Parliament.
“The Bureau of the Pan African

Parliament is acutely aware that
we cannot achieve our new strategic thrust of reviving and repositioning the Pan African Parliament within the continental governance matrix without rebranding the institution…Our desire
to rebrand the Pan African Parliament, to create a different
identity, is both a proactive and
reactive initiative” the President
said.
“We invite you to come with us
as we begin this difficult journey
of rebranding the Pan African
Parliament. We invite you to report on the positive thrust that
we have started on by ensuring
equity and justice throughout all
the structures of the Pan African
Parliament, by adhering to the
principle of geographical rotation.
“Never in the Pan African Parliament’s history, has each Region
held the Chairpersonship, Deputy
Chair and Rapporteur of at least
two Committees as the Bureau
of the 6th Parliament has done”,
he added.

Parliamentary News

Tuesday September 13 - Monday September 26, 2022

09

Civil Society Relations

APPN LEADERSHIP DELEGATION PAYS
WORkiNg ViSit tO LeSOthO CAuCuS
By: Clement Akoloh

A

delegation of the leadership and secretariat
of the African Parliamentary Press Network
(APPN), has paid a
working visit to the APPN Caucus
in the mountain Kingdom of Lesotho
in the Southern African region.
The delegation is made up of Mr.
Clement Akoloh, a member of the
Steering Committee (SC) of the
APPN Continental and the Dean of
the APPN Ghana Caucus; Mr. Gilbert
Borketey Boyefio, the Coordinator
of the APPN platform; and Mr. Sam-

ture of the two legislative bodies of
the country, the Senate and the General Assembly, including the Clerk,
Officials from the Public Relations
Department, and supporting staff,
where matters of mutual interest and
concerns were discussed.
They were taken on a sightseeing
tour to the Senate House as well as
the National Assembly building right
in the heart of the capital, Maseru.
The visit is part of a regular routine
and a feedback mechanism sanctioned
by the APPN Secretariat and the
APPN Steering Committee to check
up on the performance and progress
of the various Caucuses.

APPN Delegation on Set at the National Broadcasting Television of Lesotho

This also serves as a kind of oversight

Members of the APPN Delegation in a Pose with the Public Relations Officer of
the National Assembly of Lesotho

APPN Delegation in a Pose with the two Deputy Clerks from the National
Assembly and the Senate

my Obeng, the Head of the host Secretariat for the APPN.
The members of the delegation were
given a warm welcome by the members of the Lesotho Caucus of the
APPN led by the Dean, Mr. Nkoale
Abuti Oetsi on Tuesday, August 30
at the Secretariat of the Senate.
The team engaged in a meeting with
members of the administrative struc-

over the Caucuses in order to ensure
that things are being ran according
to the Regulatory Framework of the
Network. It also serves as a diplomatic
mechanism to help cement the working relationship between the Caucus
and the Parliament.

Field Trip to the Cultural Village at Thaba Bosui

The delegation arrived in Lesotho
on Sunday, August 28, 2022, after
participating in a workshop organized
by the Pan African Parliament (PAP)

On Top of the Mountain of the Night

for the media at Midrand, South
Africa.

Members of the APPN Caucus in Lesotho in a pose with the APPN Delegation

They visited the cultural village at
Thaba-Bosiu, second fortress of King
Moshoeshoe I, where the mortal remains of the founder of the Mountain

Kingdom of Lesotho are resting.
The visiting team was finally hosted
on the morning show of the National
Television of Lesotho on Wednesday,
August 31st, 2022 before exiting the
country later in the day.
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Gender, Children and Social Welfare
gender Data in kenya Reveals Women Shoulder
More Burden of unpaid Care Work than Men
By UN Women - Africa

W

omen
globally
shoulder a disproportionate amount
of unpaid care and
domestic work compared to men. Indeed, studies show
that women perform more than threequarters of all unpaid care work –
more than three times the unpaid care
work carried out by men. According
to Oxfam International, two out of
every five or 42 percent of women
globally are outside the paid workforce
because they are responsible for all
the caregiving compared to 6 percent
of men.
In Kenya, it is no different; unpaid
care responsibilities for both girls
and boys begin at an early age with
the gap increasing for girls and women
throughout their lifecycle.
While women in Kenya account for
slightly more than 50 percent of the
total working population, most of
them work in the informal sector and
are also heavily involved in care work
at the household and community level.
This contribution is typically not economically quantified and valued.
“One of the targets under Sustainable

tries globally and in the region, Kenya
has identified unpaid care work as
one of the barriers to achieving gender
equality and women’s empowerment
in the country.

Studies in the region, including from
neighbors Tanzania and Uganda, show
that heavy and unequal unpaid care
and domestic work exclude women
and girls from opportunities to engage
in decent paid work, education, political life, and leisure activities thus
undermining their rights.
So, how can Kenya mitigate this?
Well, evidence-based gender-responsive policies are a good place to start
and Kenya is well on its way to tackling this issue as part of ensuring
gender equality and women’s empowerment.
Gender data and evidence-based policy
as solutions
Kenya is in the process of formulating
an unpaid care policy and is also finalizing the Basic Report based on
its first-ever Time Use Survey conducted in 2021. The two initiatives
are complementary in establishing an
understanding of the extent of unpaid
care and domestic work in Kenya
and assigning value to it for development planning, wealth generation,
and nation-building.
KNBS undertook the inaugural Time
Use Survey with technical assistance
from UN Women through its global
flagship gender data and statistics
programme dubbed Women Count.

“

“One of the targets under
Sustainable Development
goal (SDg) 5 on gender
equality highlights the
importance of addressing
unpaid care work,”

Development Goal (SDG) 5 on gender
equality highlights the importance of
addressing unpaid care work,” said
Maureen Gitonga, Programme Specialist, Gender Statistics at UN Women
Kenya.
“Under this target, Member States
commit to recognize and value unpaid
care and domestic work, provide the
necessary infrastructure, and promote
shared responsibilities in households,”
said Gitonga.
No wonder then that like other coun-

“While there has been commendable
progress in the past few years to produce timely, accurate, and relevant
data, Kenya currently has data for
only 42 of the 80 gender-related SDG
indicators,” said Caneble Oganga,
Programme Specialist-Gender Statistics Advisor, Kenya National Bureau
of Statistics (KNBS).
Unpaid care and domestic work is
one of the areas with gender data
gaps that Kenya needs to address to
effectively monitor progress and report
on the SDGs as well as other international and national commitments such
as Kenya’s Vision 2030.
“The Survey is therefore an important
milestone in KNBS’ and Women
Count’s efforts to strengthen the production of gender statistics,” said
Oganga.
Time Use Surveys collect information
from individuals on what they do
with their time and how they allocate
it to different activities over a specified
period—typically 24 hours over one
or more days. The data provides a
picture of people’s daily lives and is
therefore a rich source of gender-relevant information.

Kenya’s Time Use Survey is timely;
efforts have previously been made to
estimate unpaid productive work for
consideration in policymaking with
little success. This is partly due to
the absence of relevant and statistically
representative data.

“The data disaggregated by sex, age
group, and location provided through
the Time Use Survey will be instrumental in informing policy,” said
Jackline Migide, Technical Lead –
Gender at the Council of Governors
(COG).
“It will also go a long way in supporting evidence-based decision-making and advocacy on unpaid care and
domestic work down to the county
level,” said Migide.
In addition, by supporting a proper
evaluation of the economic contribution of invisible work, the Survey
will contribute significantly to putting
in place the necessary measures to
address quality of life, well-being,
and time poverty issues related to
unpaid care and domestic work.
Building capacity from
the ground up
County gender officers and national
gender focal points are not being left
behind in these new developments.
As part of ongoing efforts to build
capacity for gender-responsive planning and policy development, in June
2022, UN Women partnered with the
State Department for Gender (SDfG),
KNBS, and Oxfam to train national
and county officials on unpaid care
and domestic work, which are part
of the care economy.
“The training was timely and very
relevant especially because Kenya,
through the State Department for
Gender, is in the process of formulating
an Unpaid Care Policy,” said Caroline
Kungu, Ag. Deputy Director, State
Department for Industrialization.
“The sessions provided a deeper understanding of exactly how unpaid
care and domestic work contributes
to the national economy. We even
went as far as learning about its
impact on the macro-economy,” said
Kungu.
The participation of more than 200
mid-level-to-senior officers from all
47 counties and a cross-section of
line ministries brought a diversity of
perspectives and experiences, which
greatly enriched discussions at the
training.
“This was a great opportunity to
create awareness on the importance
of recognizing and redistributing unpaid care and domestic work through
investing in public infrastructure that
benefits all people, especially the

most vulnerable women, and girls,”
said Ruth Oloo, Programme Manager
- Women Economic Empowerment
and Care (WE-Care) at Oxfam International.

While participants resonated with
real-life examples of how research
findings have influenced gender policy
advocacy and policymaking in Kitui
County, global perspectives provided
valuable insights on unpaid care issues
and trends from the region and elsewhere.

“Unpaid care work is an important
development, economic, and gender
equality issue in Kenya” said Rhoda
Misiko, Deputy Director at the State
Department for Gender.

“The training was therefore a golden
opportunity to interact with a broad
range of evidence on unpaid care and
domestic work and learn about international good practices. This deepened
my understanding of the implications
of evidence gaps in the Kenyan context,” said Misiko.
What next? All hands on deck for
sustainable implementation

Following the training, participants
will be actively involved in validating
the Care Work Needs Assessment for
Policy Roadmaps scheduled for publishing at the end of October 2022.

From September 2022, the relevant
stakeholders including those represented in the Technical Working Group
will be engaged in the ongoing conceptualization of the Unpaid Care
Policy. On their part, ministries, counties, departments, and agencies (MCDAs) will integrate unpaid care work
with their respective work plan development programmes for sustainable
budgeting and planning.

“

“One of the
targets under
Sustainable
Development goal
(SDg) 5 on gender
equality
highlights the
importance of
addressing unpaid
care work,”
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Gender, Children and Social Welfare
PAP WOMeN’S CAuCuS tO hOSt
ANNuAL CONFeReNCe FOR WOMeN
newing, repositioning and reinvigorating the continental Parliament.

Media and Communications
Unit of PAP

T

he Pan-African Parliament
(PAP)
Women’s Caucus is
set to host a Conference for Women in
October on women’s rights
thereby affording women from
across the continent a platform to
review women’s issues.

PAP Women Caucus

The Women’s Caucus meeting
took place at the sitting on the
PAP Committees. The Committees were sitting under the

African Union 2022 theme
‘Building resilience in nutrition
on the African continent: Accelerate the human capital, social

and economic development. The
Women’s Caucus meeting also
comes at a time when the PAP is
working towards reviving, re-

The Pan African Conference on
Women’s Rights will focus on
women empowerment and inclusion in governance. Chairperson
of the Women’s Caucus, Hon
Amina Tidjani Yaya said women
play a significant role in many aspects of the African continent
hence the Conference for Women
will afford them an opportunity
to acquire knowledge of measures to promote women's economic empowerment.
“We are looking forward to having this special time dedicated to

Senegal Breaks New ground as West Africa’s
Largest-ever Promotion of Women MPs

S

enegal will break new
ground Monday as
West Africa's largestever proportion of
women MPs take their
seats in a newly elected legislature, stirring hopes of change in
a country where patriarchal laws
and attitudes are entrenched.
More than 44 percent of seats in
Senegal's next National Assembly
will be held by women -- the
biggest share of any country in
the region.
But hopes for dramatic progress
on issues ranging from reproductive rights to domestic violence also have to be balanced
with political reality.
Aminata Toure, a former prime
minister and incoming MP for
President Macky Sall's APR
party, cautioned that in politics,
female pioneers always encounter resistance and suspicion.
"You're much more scrutinised... they don't forgive you
for any mistakes", she told AFP.
"I think all women in power
would tell you the same."

cording to the NGO Africa
Check, quoting data provided by
Senegal's penitentiary administrators.

for gender parity in parliament,
ahead of Switzerland, France,
Britain and the US, according
to the Geneva-based organisation
the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

Other campaign groups are pushing for legal changes that would
raise the age of marriage for
girls to 18 from 16. The legal
age of marriage is already 18
for men.

Outside of Senegal, only 15 of
111 elected or appointed parliamentary or ministerial positions
that opened in West Africa and
the Sahel between December
and June were filled by women,
a UN report has said.
Senegal's high share is explained
by a 2010 law requiring "absolute
gender parity" in all elective institutions, with candidate lists
alternating between men and
women.
The latest tally of legislators is
two more than previously, and
the highest ever under the parity
rules.
The law "allows women to have
a say on the national budget, express the concerns and needs of
women in parliament and show
society that women are equally
qualified," said Toure.

Aminata Toure

tasks in a country that ranks a
lowly 130th out of 189 states on
a UN gender equality index.
But efforts to fix them under the
new assembly are likely to be
incremental.
Rape was only criminalised in
2020, and national laws have
yet to fully implement the Maputo
Protocol, an African Union initiative to widen abortion access
that Senegal ratified in 2005.

Women "can bring another culture of governing".

It obliges state parties to allow
abortion in cases of rape and incest, among others.

Seventy-three out of 165 parliamentary seats will be held
by women following elections
in July across Senegal, widely
viewed as a beacon of democracy and stability in a region
marked by conflict and military
rule.

Candidate lists are often topped
by men and, when they are oddnumbered, tend to have one more
man than woman, which explains
why female representation remains below 50 percent, a National Assembly spokeswoman
said.

But in Senegal, abortion is only
permitted to save a pregnant
woman's life, said Aissatou Ywa
of Task Force, an alliance of
civil society and medical associations campaigning for rape
and incest to be included.

The country ranks fourth in
Africa and 18th in the world

- Incremental change Activists point to a mountain of

In 2020, one quarter of the female
prison population had been jailed
for abortion-related crimes, ac-

"It should be raised to 18 for
girls to enable them to continue
school and be on the same footing, in terms of rights, as boys",
said Maimouna Yade, head of
the women's organisation JGEN.
Campaigners are also pushing
to allow mothers to have the
same parental authority under
law as fathers.
"There are so many things to
do," said Mame Diarra Fam, an
incoming MP for the opposition
Senegalese Democratic Party.
She highlighted violence against
women, education for girls and
access to health, following a
string of headline-making
tragedies in maternity clinics
over the last 18 months.
- Test ahead Advocates and MPs credit the
parity law for several success
stories.
In 2013, parliament enacted a
law allowing Senegalese women
married to foreigners to pass
their nationality onto their children, a right that was already
permitted for Senegalese men.
Toure had introduced the bill as

the gender Page(s) is brougt to you courtesy the French embassy of ghana

women and we are committed to
seeing this Conference being a
success and coming up with a
tangible roadmap. The platform
will afford us a chance to interrogate initiatives for economic empowerment and also discuss how
we can have to gender-sensitive
budgets even in our national parliaments,” said Hon Amina Tidjani Yaya.

The Conference will build the capacities of the women for an indepth understanding of the recent
continental and international
commitment of AU Member
States to address the empowerment of women. Issues to do with
fighting poverty, governance and
legal protection will also be discussed at the Conference. Tools
on mentoring the youth, men and
women, to be champions of gender equality and women’s empowerment will also be on the
table for debate.
justice minister.
Another breakthrough was legislation criminalising rape -- a
law "largely pushed" by female
MPs, said Yade.
Whether women's rising numbers
in parliament translates into executive clout will soon face a
key test.
Sall will be scrutinised to see if
he names a woman to the role
of prime minister, a position that
he had abolished in 2019 under
the country's presidential system.
Senegal's first woman prime minister was Mame Madior Boye,
who served from 2001 to 2002.
She was followed by Toure, in
office from 2013 to 2014.
Another issue is how many
women Sall will name to ministerial jobs. Toure is among those
wanting parity to be extended to
the cabinet and even to the private
sector.
Civil society groups meanwhile
are campaigning hard for a female
speaker of the assembly, a role
never held by a woman.
"We really want a woman leading
the 2022-2027 parliament", said
Coumba Gueye, executive secretary of the Association of Senegalese Women Lawyers. "If we
have a woman, a lot of things
can be changed."
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WhO APPROVeS FiRSt AFRiCAN-MANuFACtuReD MeDiCiNe FOR
PReVeNtiON OF MALARiA iN PRegNANt WOMeN AND iNFANtS

N

early all malaria cases
and deaths occur in
Africa, yet until now,
the continent was completely reliant on imported quality-assured SP; This breakthrough responds to the need for local
production of quality medicines for
use in Africa, a major gap that was
critically highlighted when the
COVID-19 pandemic left the continent with limited access to vital health
products
in
2020.
Sulfadoxine/pyrimethamine (SP) is
a well-tolerated, effective and affordable medicine used to prevent malaria
in pregnant women and infants.

Wiwal® opens a route for procurement by global scale-up partners that
will improve access and help strengthen Africa’s ability to combat endemic
diseases.

Local supply of a medicine used to
prevent malaria across Africa received
a boost recently, as the World Health
Organization (WHO) issued a quality
certification to the first African manufacturer of a key antimalarial drug
used to prevent infection in pregnant
women and children. Called pre-qualification, this certification will enable
Kenyan manufacturer Universal Corporation Ltd (UCL) to support regional
efforts to combat malaria through
local production of high-quality sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine (SP). UCL’s
pre-qualification was achieved with
funding from global health agency
Unitaid and support from MMV.

Young children and pregnant women
are among the most vulnerable to
the burden of malaria, with children
under five accounting for 80% of all
malaria deaths in Africa. SP is a generally well-tolerated, effective, and
affordable medicine used to prevent
malaria, yet adequate delivery and
scale-up of these interventions are
hampered in part by inadequate and
unstable supply and, until now, have
completely relied on imported or
poor-quality drugs.

Pre-qualification is a service provided
by WHO to assess the quality, safety
and efficacy of medicinal products.
Quality assurance of UCL’s SP product

“Unitaid welcomes the certification
of UCL to produce this quality-assured
antimalarial medicine in Africa, where
about 95% of all illness and death
from malaria occurs. Reinforcing
local production of medicines where
they are needed most is critical to
building stronger and more resilient
health responses,” said Dr Philippe
Duneton, Executive Director of Unitaid.

“UCL is committed to supplying the
African continent with quality medicines that are most needed by the
people who live here. We are not
only the first pharmaceutical company
to receive pre-qualification of sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine in Africa, but
one of only five manufacturers in

Africa to have received this quality
certification for any product. We’re
filling a much-needed gap,” said Perviz Dhanani, Founder and Managing
Director of UCL.
The lack of pre-qualified manufacturers in Africa raises concerns about
the quality of medicines and supply
insecurities that compromise the treatment of chronic and infectious diseases
– risks that were clearly revealed
when COVID-19 disrupted global
supply chains and left Africa with
limited access to vital products. The
production of quality medicines on
the African continent is critical not
only for the safety of Africa’s people
but also for supporting regional supply
availability and diversification in
global production of medicines.
Increased supply of SP is crucial to
the long-term success of Unitaid’s
malaria chemoprevention strategy,

which includes nearly US$ 160 million invested to date to optimize and
scale up delivery of SP through seasonal delivery and intermittent preventive treatment in pregnant women
and infants. With Unitaid funding,
MMV is working to strengthen global
supply chains and support appropriate
use of quality medicines critical to
the malaria response.

“Researchers and manufacturers from
the countries hardest hit by malaria
must be at the forefront of efforts to
defeat the disease, which is why we
welcome this wonderful news,” said
David Reddy, MMV’s CEO. “We
congratulate Universal Corporation
Ltd for becoming the first African
manufacturer to receive WHO prequalification for SP for the prevention
of malaria in pregnant women and
infants and are delighted to have
partnered with them in this effort.”

the World is Falling Backwards in human Development - UNDP Report Indicates

T

he United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) has expressed
concerns about the fact
that the world may be
heading even more deprivations
and injustices if there is no sharp
change of course from the current
status quo where the world seems
to be staggering from crisis to
crisis, trapped in a cycle of firefighting and unable to tackle the
roots of the troubles that confront
it.

by UNDP, argues that layers of
uncertainty are stacking up and
interacting to unsettle life in unprecedented ways.
The last two years have had a
devastating impact for billions of
people around the world, when
crises like COVID-19 and the war
in Ukraine hit back-to-back, and
interacted with sweeping social
and economic shifts, dangerous
planetary changes, and massive
increases in polarization.

The latest Human Development
Report, “Uncertain Times, Unsettled Lives: Shaping our Future in
a Transforming World”, launched

For the first time in the 32 years
that UNDP have been calculating
it, the Human Development Index
(HDI), which measures a nation’s

health, education, and standard of
living, has declined globally for
two years in a row. Human development has fallen back to its
2016 levels, reversing much of
the progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The reversal is nearly universal
as over 90 percent of countries
registered a decline in their HDI
score in either 2020 or 2021 and
more than 40 percent declined in
both years, signaling that the crisis
is still deepening for many.
“The world is scrambling to respond to back-to-back crises. We
have seen with the cost of living
and energy crises that, while it is
tempting to focus on quick fixes
like subsidizing fossil fuels, immediate relief tactics are delaying
the long-term systemic changes
we must make,” says Achim Steiner, UNDP Administrator.
“We are collectively paralyzed in
making these changes. In a world
defined by uncertainty, we need a
renewed sense of global solidarity
to tackle our interconnected, common challenges.”
Ghana maintains medium hu-

man development but inequality remains a challenge
Ghana ranks 133 out of 191 countries and maintains the same human development index (HDI)
value for 2020 and 2021 with
0.632. This puts the country in
the medium human development
category. Between 1990 and 2021,
Ghana's Human Development Index (HDI) value grew from 0.460
to 0.632 reflecting an increase of
37.4 percent. However, though
Ghana falls in the medium human
development category, when considered for unequal distribution
of human development, the country
records a loss of 27.5 per cent in
its HDI. For instance, Ghana’s
level of gender inequality remains
high over the years and ranked
130 out of 170 countries in 2021
in terms of gender inequality between female and male achievements.
“We cannot achieve development
without addressing unequal human
progress that leaves many behind.
We must all support efforts to remove existing structural, cultural
and socioeconomic barriers that
block progress for young people,
women, people living with disabilities among others. Let us

work together to unlock the potential of every Ghanaian to create
a sustainable future in the face of
uncertainty”, noted Angela Lusigi,
UNDP Resident Representative
in Ghana.
To chart a new course, the report
recommends implementing policies that focus on investment —
from renewable energy to preparedness for pandemics, and insurance—including social protection— to prepare our societies for
the ups and downs of an uncertain
world. Also, innovation in its many
forms—technological, economic,
cultural—can also build capacities
to respond to whatever challenges
come next.
“To navigate uncertainty, we need
to double down on human development and look beyond improving people’s wealth or health,”
says UNDP’s Pedro Conceição,
the report’s lead author.
“These remain important. But we
also need to protect the planet
and provide people with the tools
they need to feel more secure, regain a sense of control over their
lives and have hope for the future.”
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WAkiNg the SLeePiNg giANt iN the PAN AFRiCAN
PARLiAMeNt; Duty FOR ALL AND SuNDRy
By: Clement Akoloh

and the Executive Council in that
order.

W

It is followed by The Court of
Justice; The Commission; The
Permanent Representatives Committee; The Special Technical
Committees; The Economic, Social and Cultural Council; and the
Financial Institutions respectively.

henever
the
phrase, “Waking the Sleeping
Giant” surfaces
in any conversation, what first comes to mind is
that moment in history during
World War II, specifically the attack on Pearl Harbour by the
Japanese which got the United
States of America actively involved in the war.

Until the attack on Pearl Harbor,
the US had taken a neutral stance
and wasn’t willing to send its
military into battle. But once the
Japanese struck the naval base on
Oahu, the United States awoke
from a slumbering state of neutrality, eventually sending over
ten million troops to war. With
much of its navy destroyed at
Midway by the US, the Japanese
never fully recovered the power
it had before waking a “sleeping
giant”.

That was World War II, in this
case the “Sleeping Giant” refers
to the Pan African Parliament
(PAP) within the architecture of
the African Union (AU), the Continental Union of 54 sovereign
African states.

The Pan African Parliament
(PAP) is the third organ in order
of succession as captured in Article 5 of the Constitutive Act of
the African Union (AU); coming
only after the General Assembly

It is quite disappointing and very
much an understatement to note
that all stakeholders in the Pan
African Parliament over the
years, have been reckless to have
allowed such a giant institution of
its caliber to go to sleep while the
African Union struggles to fully
rally its organs around to surmount the myriad of challenges
confronting the continent because of the lack of inter-connectedness among the organs.
It is the duty of all and sundry,
from the lowest person to the
highest authority on the African
continent to the ensure that the
Pan African Parliament is enabled to do perform the functions
it was set out to do when it was
established some 18 years ago. It
is a collective gaffe for the political elite, the media, the civil society, and the citizens of Africa if
the Pan African Parliament is not
household name and viable platform where developmental issues
which are common to the four
corners of the continent are discussed for solutions to implemented collectively.
It is clear from the Constitutive
Act of the AU that, the Pan

African Parliament was established to play specialize role
within the African Union architecture which is very crucial for
the proper functioning of the
African continental body as a
whole.

The strategic duties, composition, powers, functions and organization of the PAP defined in
the protocol, sets it out as the
glue which should bind it all together. That is certainly a subject
for another day, however, the
focus of this article is to point out
the role each and every stakeholder could play to help position
the PAP to play the role it ought
to play to advance the course of
sustainable development on the
continent.
According to Article 17 of the
Constitutive Act of the AU, “In
order to ensure the full participation of African peoples in the development
and
economic
integration of the continent, a Pan
African Parliament shall be established.”
The PAP is like a giant which has
been sleeping on its rights and
powers for quite some time now.
Though the PAP has been vested
with a lot of powers, a lot of its
powers have been usurped and
most of its original functions
being performed by other organs
below in the hierarchical structure of the organs of the AU.
The political elite on the continent including the AU Chair; the
Head of States; the Ministers at
the Executive Council; the Mem-

bers of Parliament delegated to
the continental Parliament; and
the Bureau Chiefs in charge of
the administration of the PAP
must show the political will by
giving life to the Malabo Protocol which is expected to expand
the powers of the PAP from just
a consultative Parliament to a
fully fledged legislative one for
the continent.
According to the 2014 Malabo
Protocol, a minimum of 28 countries as supposed to ratify it to
kick it into action. However, as
we speak, though 22 countries
have actually signed the Protocol,
only 14 countries have ratified it.
Making the operationalization of
the Protocol short of the ratification of another 14 member states.
It is somehow refreshing to note
that, the Bureau of the PAP led by
its President, H. E. Chief Fortune
Zephaniah Charumbira, has
shown some commitment and
political will to seek the needed
help to awaken the Pan African
Parliament from its slumber to
take up its rightful position on the
continent.
The President has made overtures
to the media on the continent to
bring their shoulders to support
the push for the PAP to assume
the functions of its mandate by
ensuring its visibility on the continent. Hence the brewing of a
lasting partnership between the
continental Parliament and the
African Parliamentary Press Network (APPN), comprising a network of Parliamentary journalists
and Parliamentary officers across

SuFFeRiNg PAN AFRiCAN PARLiAMeNt SeekS heLP

AS EXISTENCE OF INSTITUTION REMAINS UNKNOWN ACROSS AFRICA
By; Duncan Khaemba

W

hen he presided
over the inauguration of the Pan
African Parliament and swore
in 202 legislators from 41 countries in Africa on March 18, 2004,
Mozambican President Joaquim
Chissano who was then African
Union chairman is quoted by the
United Nations Africa Renewal
publication having said, “ There’s
great hope and expectation pinned
on the establishment of the PanAfrican Parliament” and that “The
whole world shall be watching
to see what added value this organ
is going to contribute to our plan
of building a string and prosperous
African Union.”

It is eighteen years later and the
continental Parliament remains

toothless and deflated literary.

not among them.

AU chairperson President Macky
Sall described the Parliament as
performing below expectation owing to the fact the existence of the
institution remains unknown across
the continent. According to newly
elected President of the institution
Chief Fortune Charumbira from
Zimbabwe, the Pan-African Parliament –PAP “has not been allowed by the very African Union
to execute its functions”

Mr Charumbira describes the situation as pathetic and deplorable
calling upon both the AU and
African Union Commission to ensure there’s political goodwill that
will see the dreams and aspirations
of the continental Parliament realized like other protocols.
“African Continental Free Trade
was ratified by 33 countries within
48 hours yet for PAP no implementation eight years down the
line.” Says Charumbira.

The 2014 Malabo protocol which
is intended to extend the powers
of the institution to into a fullyfledged legislative organ is yet to
be signed and ratified by the
African Union –AU because member states have deliberately been
dragging their feet. A minimum
of 28 countries is required to ratify
the protocol before it becomes
operation. So far only 22 member
states have signed but only 14 of
them have ratified and Kenya is

The Africa Continental Free Trade
Area –AfCFTA deal was struck
by the Au and signed by 44 of its
55 member states in Kigali, Rwanda on 21 March 2018 which created the largest free trade area in
the world.
The continental Parliament which
is the third organ hierarchically
after the AU and AU Commission
only plays the consultative and

advisory roles which the 2014
Malabo protocol is seeking to expand by adding the legislative
role.
According to its President, the
move to deny or slow down ratification of the protocol is by design
because the AU is not keen on
accountability on all fronts.
Where’s all the 55 member states
allocate financial resources to the
union, no arm scrutinizes the expenditure of those resources because its budget is not sent to
PAP.
“AU deliberately subverts transparency and accountability to ensure they escape accountability “
A retreat between the parliament
and Permanent Representatives
Committee of the AU has been
planned which the Mr Charumbira
says will be a make or break since
PAP will be settling for among
other things acceptable financial

Chief Fortune Charumbira,
President of Pan African
Parliament

the various parliaments on the
continent.
To cut a long story short, it is in
the best interest of all stakeholders in the African Union and the
Pan African Parliament, especially the ordinary people of
Africa for the Pan African Parliament to function at its utmost best
because it was created “to ensure
the full participation of African
peoples in the development and
economic integration of the continent.”
A well-functioning PAP is a wellfunctioning Africa with the full
participation of the people in the
development and economic integration of the continent. Giving
true meaning to slogan of the Pan
African Parliament, “One Voice,
One Africa.”
allocation and ratification of the
2014 protocol.
Fourteen countries Benin,Chad,Equitorial Guninea,Gambia,Ghana,
Madagascar,
Mali,
Morocco,Niger,Sahrawi Arab
Democratic Republic, Sierra
Leone, Somalia and Togo have
signed and ratified the agreement
which was adopted at the AU Assembly of Heads of State and
Government meeting in June 2014
in Equitorial Guinea
The Pan-African Parliament based
in Midrand, Johannesburg South
Africa which exercises oversight
has advisory and consultative powers sits for five years before new
members replace country representatives. Kenya’s latest five representatives were Beatrice Kones,
Janet Ongera, Dr Abdullahi Ali,
Jude Njomo and Stewart Madzayo.
The aim of its establishment was
to create space where people from
all states in Africa could meet,
deliberate and pass some policy
issues that impact the continent
as a whole.

14

Parliamentary News

Tuesday September 13 - Monday September 26, 2022

Parliamentary Practice & Procedures
LeSOthO: LeADeRS APPLAuD PASSiNg OF
eLeVeNth AMeNDMeNt OF CONStitutiON BiLL
News Desk

L

eaders of the political
parties represented in
the 10th Parliament
have applauded members of the National Assembly for having made history
after adopting the controversial
Omnibus Bill, 2022 in the National
Assembly on the final day of the
recalled sitting of the House on
Monday.
The Prime Minister, Dr Moeketsi
Majoro expressed gratitude to all
the members for what he described
as selfless commitment and dedication for enduring and overcoming
their political differences to finally
adopt the 11th Amendment to the
Constitution Bill, 2022.
He, however, warned that it was
only the beginning of the long journey they are going to travel to ensure that the much awaited Bill is
fully implemented.
”I earnestly appeal to the new government that will be formed after
the October 07 general elections to
implement the bill to ensure peaceful and steady government,” he
highlighted.
The Prime Minister said the primary purpose of the Bill is to en-

“

...Critics did not believe
that Democratic
Congress (DC) and its
grand coalition partner
All Basotho Convention
(ABC) could one day work
together, saying they
have proved the critics
wrong

sure that governments are stable
and that peace prevails in Lesotho.
He remarked that it was not an easy
exercise to finally adopt the 11th
Amendment Bill to the constitution, saying there had to be consultations between the two houses of
Parliament in order to realize their
much needed agreement.
”We started having a meeting
which began at 8:00 am on Monday until 15h00 when we finally
reached an agreement,” he said to
the applause of the members.
The Prime Minister noted that the
reform programme began way back
but gained momentum in 2014,
saying it took eight years to complete.
The leader of the House, Mr. Mathibeli Mokhothu also commended
the members for their sterling job,
including those from the opposition
side, saying they put aside their political differences and put the interest of Basotho above all to
eventually adopt the Omnibus Bill,
2022.
He commended the significance of
political parties coming together in
a coalition set up to work for the
betterment of the country and Basotho as a whole.
The Deputy Prime Minister said
critics did not believe that Democratic Congress (DC) and its grand
coalition partner All Basotho Convention (ABC) could one day work
together, saying they have proved
the critics wrong.
Mr. Mokhothu took the opportunity
to wish Basotho and all the political
parties credible and peaceful elections on October 7, saying robust
campaigning by the political parties was the manifestation of
democracy.
The Former Prime Minister, Dr
Pakalitha Mosisili appealed to the
new government to avoid corruption at all costs, saying good governance would safe this country.

Prime Minister, Dr Moeketsi Majoro

1993 there were only 60 members
of the National Assembly and that
it was later increased to 65 before
being increased to 80 and that after
the Proportional Representation
was introduced, the size increased
again to 120.

the His Majesty the King may on
the advice of the Council of State
and following the recommendation
of Parliament, remove the Prime
Minister from office by way of impeachment on the ground of misconduct among others.

He noted that the Upper House (the
Senate) has since remained unchanged over the years to 33, saying it was high time that it was
transformed.

Head of state King Letsie III in a
Legal Notice No. 82 on Tuesday
last week, pursuant to section 84
(2) of the Constitution of Lesotho
1993 and acting in accordance with
the advice of the Council of State
and owing to the State of Emergency declared by the Prime Minister in terms of the Declaration of
State of Emergency Notice No. 79
of 2022, said there was a need for
the 10th Parliament to complete the
enactment of the 11th Amendment
to the Constitution Bill 2022 and
the National Assembly Electoral
(Amendment) Bill 2022.

Other political leaders who also
added their congratulatory voices
were the Leader of the Lesotho
Congress for Democracy (LCD),
Mr. Mothetjoa Metsing who returned from exile in South Africa
last month as well as the leader of
the Reformed Congress of Lesotho
(RCL) Mrs. Keketso Rants’o.
Out of the total 15 amendments
made by the Senate, the National
Assembly adopted only two while
13 were rejected by the members.

He officially announced his retirement from active politics, saying he
will be watching from the sidelines,
after serving the country for a total
of 29 years as a Parliamentarian, 16
of which was the Prime Minister.

Among those rejected by the Members included the recommendation
by the Senate for the establishment
of the office of the Paramount
Chief which was expected to assist
the office of the King in the performance and discharge of the
chieftainship function and duties,
to coordinate chieftainship institutions, but without prejudice to any
Act of Parliament.

Dr Mosisili noted with concern that
the size of the present members of
the National Assembly has increased, making an example that in

The Members also rejected the
amendment by the Senate for the
impeachment of the Prime Minister
in which they recommended that

‘King of Lesotho, do hereby recall
the 10th Parliament to deal with the
business of passing the Bills into
law in order to overcome the public
emergency.

‘Owing to this urgent need, the Parliament shall convene from the
24th August to the 29th August
2022, thereafter shall stand dissolved,’ he was quoted in the Legal
Notice.

Both members of the two houses
complied and reconvened on
Wednesday to deal with only the
two issues of completing the 11th
Amendment Bill 2022 and the National Assembly Electoral (Amendment) Bill 2022.
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Diplomatic And Bilateral Relations
eCOWAS Launches First edition of African Forum

For Research and Innovation

T

he Economic Community
of West African States
(ECOWAS), launched the
first edition of the African
Forum for Research and
Innovation (FARI 2022) in a press
conference in Abuja, Nigeria. The
theme of the forum is “Science,
Technology and Innovation for a
more Competitive ECOWAS” which
was adopted to reflect the numerous
challenges in the World economy as
member states of the ECOWAS look
inwards for a better and brighter subregion. The African Forum will take
place from 17th – 21st October 2022
in Abuja.
In his welcome address, the
ECOWAS President, Dr. Alieu Omar
Touray whose speech was delivered
by the Commissioner for Human Development and Social Affairs, Prof.
Fatou Sow Sarr, welcomed all to the
launch and thanked the Presidents of
Nigeria and Guinea Bissau for their
commitment to regional integration.
He explained that “Innovation is at
the heart of knowledge economies. It
is the foundation of competitiveness

and one of the main drivers of economic growth, social well-being, and
adaptation to the environment.
It is a factor in the modernization of
agricultural production systems, the
predictability of the seasons, the
recognition of harmful and destructive pests, and ultimately a potential
source of job creation, especially for
young people by increasing the attractiveness of the agro-silvo-pastoral sector and fisheries. The crucial
role, both in transforming national
economies and in responding to
global and regional challenges is increasingly visible and makes technologies and innovations key items
on the agenda of several organizations such as the United Nations, the
African Union with vision 2063 and
ECOWAS with its new vision 2050.”
He stated that “FARI is the
ECOWAS forum dedicated to the
promotion of Science, Technology
and Innovation (STI) created by decision (A/DEC/.1/6/21) by the sixtieth Ordinary Session of the
Authority of Heads of State and
Government. The FARI is the result
of the implementation of the
ECOWAS Policy on Science, Technology and Innovation (ECOPOST)
Action Plan adopted in 2012. It is
part of the ECOWAS 2050 vision
through Pillar 4 on inclusive and sustainable transformation and development, a transformation that can only
be achieved through science and
technology as well as structuring investments in promising sectors. The
role of Science and Technology is
proving to be an important cornerstone in the development of innovation and the region’s resilience in the
face of climate change and exogenous shocks.”

He explained that the theme of the
first edition of FARI or FARI-2022
is “Science, Technology and Innovation for a competitive ECOWAS”
and that the theme was chosen to develop a common vision that can promote the relevance of a common
agenda in the field of Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) and improve the effective application of
research results and innovation for
the benefit of sustainable socio-economic development and the competitiveness of our region. He noted that
all exchanges at FARI 2022 will be
grouped into three sub-themes
namely “STI achievements and
progress in Africa and their pooling”,
“Regional cooperation and coherent
cooperation frameworks between
governments, scientists, universities,
decision-makers, the private sector
and TFPs and civil society; and
“New visions of STI for a more inclusive development of African
countries”.
The Honourable Minister for Science, Technology and Innovation,
Federal Republic of Nigeria, Dr.
Adeleke Olorunnimbe Mamora, in
his speech, thanked the leadership of
ECOWAS for their commitment to
ensuring regional integration in the
areas of science and innovation. He
said that this forum should have be
held in 2021 but was not possible
due to technical issues and the advent of COVID. He added that Nigeria has created an enabling
environment for startups and entrepreneurs to succeed through grant
support and mentorship programme.
He listed the achievements of Nigeria in the science and technology
space as the development of National
Policy on Science, Technology and

Innovation, the establishment of
Roadmap 2017-2030 and implementation plans for the development of
the science sector as well as the commercialization efforts of R&D results
from national research institutions.
In her speech, the ECOWAS Commissioner for Human Development
and Social Affairs, Professor Fatou
Sow Sarr, whose speech was read by
the Head of ECOWAS Education
and Science Division, Dr. Roland
Kouakou, said “The issue that brings
us together this morning is of paramount importance for our developing countries. Indeed, the standard of
living of a nation depends to a large
extent on its scientific and technological development, which implies
above all the development of research and innovation. This requires
a political and financial commitment
from all African nations and at all
levels. The convening of the African
Research and Innovation Forum
marks an important turning point in
the promotion of science and technology at the regional level. It is a
framework for strengthening regional cooperation in the science and
technology sector.
FARI will contribute to bringing together researchers from the region on
the one hand and their counterparts
from the rest of the world on the
other.” She thanked the leadership of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria and
other Member States for their support for FARI 2022 and stated that
the outcome of the resolutions that
will emerge from the regional forum
will provide a qualitative leap towards the realization of the
ECOWAS STI vision 2050.
ECOWAS

ugandan Local Content Bill Passed by Parliament excludes Oil, gas, and Petroleum Sector

P

06 September 2022 during plenary chaired by Speaker Anita
Among, following a request by
the President to reconsider certain
clauses to the bill passed by the
10th Parliament.

Among others, the bill seeks to
impose local content obligations
on a person using public money
or utilizing Uganda’s natural resources or carrying out an activity
requiring a license to prioritize
Ugandan citizens and resident
companies owned by citizens in
public procurement.

"The bill is in conflict with the
East African Monetary Union.
Under Article 13 of the Customs
Union Protocol, the [East African
Community] EAC partner states
agreed to remove all existing
non-tariff barriers to trade and
not to impose any new ones,"
said President Yoweri Museveni
in his letter to the Speaker.

Key among them being section
4 of the bill that tasks a local
content entity to give preference
to goods which are manufactured
in Uganda as well as services
which are provided my Ugandan
entities.

The President also expressed
reservations on enacting a Local
Content Department under the
Ministry for Finance, Planning
and Economic Development, in
a bid to implement the law.

arliament has passed
the National Local
Content Bill, 2022 intended to foster promotion of local content
in all but the oil, gas and petroleum sector.

The bill was passed on Tuesday,

"It is not feasible for one department to approve local content

plans from bidders, for each individual procurement for the
whole country," the President
further stated in his letter.
The Chairperson of the Committee on Finance, Planning and
Economic Development, Hon.
Keefa Kiwanuka, said that the
oil and gas sector should be excluded because it is unique in
characterization of lengthy investment without profit which
calls for international players.
He added that the law governing
the oil and gas sector was cognizant of that and catered for a
provision of local content.
“The government entered contracts with select companies in
the sector using the prevailing
legal regime and therefore, deviating from that may lead us
into sanctions,” Kiwanuka highlighted.

Parliament further designated the
responsibility of observing the
local content law to the Department of Procurement Policy and
Management under the finance
ministry.
The Minister of State for Finance,
Planning and Economic Development (Planning) Hon. Henry
Musasizi, proposed an amendment which was adopted by the
House on the role of developing
and applying local content plans.
This application of the local content was left to the various Procurement and Disposal Units under Ministries, Departments and
Agencies to ensure that efficiency
in the procurement process is
not undermined.
Dokolo Woman MP, Hon. Cecilia
Ogwal, in support of the above
submitted that evaluation of the
entire system of procurement

must be subjected to local content.
“This is a broader issue that
should also focus on recruitment
of personnel beyond just goods
and services because some companies do not recruit locals at
all,” she noted.
MPs agreed that government integrates the development of cooperatives in its local content
promotion strategy and Buy
Uganda Build Uganda (BUBU)
Policy.
Hon. Patrick Nsamba (Kassanda
County North MP) who introduced the bill said that it will
ensure that Ugandan products
are consumed and that local firms
are involved in public procurements.
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