
Issue No. 046-20                                                                                                                                                                      Tuesday October 06 - Monday October 12, 2020

Subscribe to our e-Newspaper and have access to weekly information from parliaments 
across Africa. Follow this address to sign up now: http://eepurl.com/gYyiDX or send 

us a message on WhatsApp +233-593-961121 from everywhere in the world. 
We are your go-to source on African Parliaments

Hon. Neneh Lebbie

Chairperson Fisheries

and Marine Resources 

Sierra Leone:
Parliament
Resolves
Fishers
Consortium
Rift Pages 4&12

Hon. Peter Yamba Koroma Lawyer and Legislator 

Sierra Leone:
Legislator
Explains Why
Parliament
Need Lawyers

PLEASE 
TURN TO
PAGE 3

Page 2

Gambia:
Parliamentarians Reject
2020 Draft Constitution

Gambia: 
Parliament should not
take any decision that
divides journalists

Page 5

Gambia 

Press Union



Parliamentary News02

Parliamentary Affairs

Tuesday October 06 - Monday October 12, 2020

T
he National As-
sembly Members
of The Gambia
unanimously re-
jected the 2020

Draft Constitution to replace
the 1997 Constitution. 
The document which is to
help reform the country’s
governance system could not
secure enough votes at the
National Assembly.

Out of 31 National Assembly
members who voted in
favour of the Bill to be passed
while 23 members rejected
the new Draft Constitution.

About $2 million (116 million
Dalasi) was spent to draft
the new constitution. The
draft constitution has been
in process for two and a half
years work with a nation-
wide consultation with Gam-
bians undertaken.

After three days of conser-
vative debate at the National
Assembly over some clauses,
the members deem it neces-
sary to rejected the Consti-
tution.

Top ve proposals 

in new constitution:

The draft constitution docu-
ment has several reform pro-
posals. There are some of the
interesting proposals high-
lighted below as follows:

1. The new document
proposes a two-five year

term limit for the president

2. The legislature cannot
extend the mandate of a

president

3. The draft constitution
proposes the disqualifi-

cation of a presidential can-
didate without a university
degree

4. The draft Constitution
comprises 20 chapters

with a total of 315 clauses

5. The draft document
makes room for a cap to

be placed on the number of
Cabinet Ministers a President
can appoint, setting it at fif-
teen, excluding the Attorney
General and Minister of Jus-
tice

The draft constitution which
was rejected if passed would
have gone to a referendum
and 75 percent of the voters
would have to vote ‘Yes’ be-
fore it can be adopted to re-
place the current constitution

which was brought into effect
in 1997 under former Presi-
dent Yahya AJJ Jammeh.

It was an enomorous blow
in the reform process of the
new Gambia by President
Narrows administration
which would still need a new
constitution to form a third
Republic.

The fears over new document

There were fears among
members that the Constitu-
tion is to ensure that incum-
bent President Adama Barrow
gets the chance to contest
for another president in fresh
two terms of 5 years each. If
the Bill is to pass it needs to
get two thirds of the majority
of the National Assembly.

Mariam Jack-Denton, Speak-
er of the National Assembly
said that few days of debate,
the Bill has failed to get the
required two thirds majority,
31 members voted ‘Yes’ and
23 voted ‘No’, which means

the bill didn’t reach the two
third majority to move to
the next stage”.

Dawda Jallow, Minister of
Justice averred National As-
sembly Members to allow
the Bill to pass to the next
stage but it was unsuccess-
ful.

He pleaded to the members
to allow the Bill to pass to
the next stage, if necessary
they can look at some clauses
which need to be amended
to be amended.

The Constitutional Review
Commission (CRC) was es-
tablished by an Act of the
National Assembly back in
June, 2018.

The Commission’s main
functions are to review and
analyse the current Consti-
tution, draft a new Consti-
tution for the Republic of
The Gambia and prepare a
report in relation to the new
Constitution.

By; Aji Fatou Faal 
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GAMBIA: Parliamentarians
Reject 2020 Draft Constitution
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H
aving single-
handedly cham-
pioned the
drafting and
evaluation of

the constitution of the Fishers
Consortium in Sierra Leone,
the question of why Parliament
need Lawyers was put to Hon-
orable Lawyer Peter Yamba
Koroma, representing Con-
stituency 033, Bombali Dis-

trict, All Peoples Congress
(APC) party.

In his response, the Lawyer
cum Legislator, Hon. Koroma
Esq. said that Parliaments do
need  Lawyers and there are
few and good ones in the cur-
rent Fifth Parliament of the
Second Republic of Sierra Leone
and also in many other Par-
liaments across the world.

"I have always kept a sealed
lip around this particular area
but it adds to the beauty of
parliament if people who have
a background in law also come
into the whole frame,” Hon.
Koroma said.

He noted that some people
may look at the notion differ-
ently, arguing that it contra-
venes the theory of separation
of powers as propounded by
political theorists, Hon. Koro-
ma stressed, “but I think its
add to the beauty of parliament
and in entirety parliament is
supposed to help to make good
laws, not just to make laws
but to make good laws.”

He said with the presence in
parliament of those who have
a background in law, it helps
the parliament to be a little
bit more efficacious in their
work adding that he thinks
that is what is different with
the current parliament of Sierra
Leone.

“It is a big plus rather than a
minus for a parliament to have
lawyers,” Hon. Koroma in-
sisted.

But what happens when a
parliament is to probe mem-
bers of the legal profession,
where will Hon. Koroma’s al-
legiance lies, He said: "The big
cap, for now, is the cap of
being a parliamentarian. Once
you are aware that you have
that cap on then that is what
should guide your thinking
and whatever.”

Hon. Koroma said:  “Lawyers
themselves are also expected
to live within the law because
they are not above the law,"
adding that if he was to have
an opportunity to remind the

lawyer as to how the law is
and how should the law be
dispensed or how it should
be, then why not.

“But once I am in parliament,
the cap that I am wearing is
that of a parliamentarian who
is a representative of the people
of Sierra Leone,” Hon. Koroma
said.

Questioned on how he sepa-
rates the cap of a parliamen-
tarian and that of a lawyer
where there are conflicts of
interests, Hon. Koroma said:
“hmm, hmm, I always try to
get myself out of any con-
flicting situation. Trust me; I
am very meticulous in that
area. If I see conflict, I will re-
cuse myself from engaging in
anything that can be of con-
flict. I have been seriously
lucky,   I have not found my-
self really in muddy waters in
that area, so I will count my-
self to have been lucky in that
area.”

The Lawyer cum Legislator,
Hon. Koroma said:  “I enjoyed
both offices of the lawyer and
legislator, yes, but more to be
a parliamentarian. I enjoyed
the crucibles, the challenges,
the expectations and what
more to do to manage those
expectations. I enjoyed a whole
lot of it.  It is a mixture of
everything and I have a history
of what I find solace in putting
a smile on people’s faces. 

If I can put a smile on you, it
makes me happy. People do
revert to parliamentarians,
people do rely on parliamen-
tarians, it is only here where
they think the parliamentarian
is everything, people take it
to be stressful, to be annoying
but I find it to be interesting.
So I am enjoying being a par-
liamentarian and as much as
it puts a smile on somebody’s
face.” 

Hon. Peter Yamba Koroma Lawyer and Legislator 
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SIERRA LEoNE: Legislator Explains
Why Parliament Need Lawyers

By Melvin Tejan-Mansaray
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Fisheries and Marine Resources 

H
o n o u r a b l e
Neneh Lebbie
Chairperson
Parl iamen-
tary Over-

sight Committee (POC) on
Fisheries and Marine Re-
sources Fifth Parliament of
the Second Republic of Sierra
Leone said that they ex-
haustively deliberated on
the issues of the Sierra Leone
Artisanal Fishers Consor-
tium Union (SLAFCU) be-
cause they wanted to
achieve sanity and produc-
tivity of the consortium.

“There has been serious rift
within the Consortium over
the years. We rely on them
for a lot of activities in the
fishing sector. They play a
pivotal role in the fishing
sector. Initially, they were

operating as different or-
ganizations but later on,
the Ministry of Fisheries
and Marine Resource
thought it wise that they
should come together and
have one unit, which is now
referred to as the Consor-
tium. 

Over the years we inter-
vened to make sure that we
bring them together which
will help to ease our job
equally as the people’s rep-
resentative. 

With our intervention, we
have achieved firstly, getting
them off the media – because
they were all over the media
mudslinging each other or
the Fisheries Ministry. 

Secondly, we have been able
to bring them together and
we decided to have a con-
stitution for them which
will serve as the guiding

regulation for them. Today,
a draft constitution has been
prepared. We have crossed
the tees and dot the I’s to
make it more formidable
and stand the test of time
and we have achieved that.
I am sure it is because we
did that together with their
approval and that of the
honourable members of the
Committees,” Hon. Lebbie

explained.

She said with the resolving
of the rift and drafting of
the Consortium’s constitu-
tion, it will help a lot in
providing fish on the plates
of Sierra Leoneans who are
now and then complaining
about fish scarcity in the
market. 

“Because they were not to-
gether, they did not even
have a well and organized
way in putting themselves
together to see how the final
consumers of fish will have
fish. It was like the factions
were pulling their legs, but
now that they are together
we will see some improve-
ments in the fishing sector
and I am sure we will have
more fish in our diets this
time around,” Hon. Lebbie
said.

On Thursday  17th Sep-
tember 2020,  a well-at-
tended meeting between
members of the Consortium
and Lawmakers lasted for
over six hours in what was
described as an excruciating
practical lawmaking
process, with the rewriting
of the first-ever constitution
of the Fishers  Consortium.

Hon. Peter Yamba Koroma
Esq, representing Con-
stituency 033, Bombali Dis-
trict and member of the
Fisheries and Marine Re-
sources Committee served
as Legal Consultant for the
constitution l drafting of
the Fishers Consortium. He
said that it was unfortunate
for this organization to have
existed without a constitu-
tion considering the impor-
tance of the fishing sector.

By Melvin Tejan-Mansaray “There has been
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SIERRA LEoNE: Parliament
Resolves  Fishers Consortium Rift 

Hon. Neneh Lebbie Chairperson Fisheries and Marine Resources 

Continued on Page 12
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T
he Head of Ethics
Committee at the
Gambia Press
Union (GPU),
Mustapha Mbye

emphasised that parliament
should not take any decision
that would divide journalists. 

“We are not happy about the
decision because it will divides
us and we hope that the” par-
liament revoke their decision.” 
He was speaking during a
press conference at the Union
Headquarter, in Fajara.

He said that the decision from
the parliament on Monday to
choose only three media houses

to cover the assembly sittings
and bar others was “unilater-
al”, while adding that parlia-
ment should not take any de-
cisions that divide people.

He stated that there are a lot
of things that the parliament
can do for journalists in this
country and they all know
that. There are laws that pro-
tect them from doing what
they are supposed to do but
they want the parliament to
work on that first. “We are
calling on the parliament to
work on laws that will en-
hance our work as journalists
rather than protecting us from
covid-19.” 

He further said that the Union
was never contacted about the
parliament decision to bar
some journalists from covering
the sitting. In fact, the way
other media houses were al-
lowed especially the private
media houses is unacceptable,
because it creates discrimina-
tion and creates division among
journalists.

It could be recalled that some
Gambian journalists were on
Monday denied access to cover
the Parliamentary proceedings
as lawmakers were about to
began their debate on the New
Constitution Draft Bill 2020
that was tabled for the first
reading by the Minister of Jus-
tice only allowed three media
houses in tbe chamber's name-
ly: GRTS, Eye Africa TV and
QTV.

According to him, the National
Assembly is a supreme leg-
islative arm of the government
that should prohibit discrimi-
nation. “Our members are
trained and are taking precau-
tions from getting infected
from the disease. We will ap-
preciate the parliament to help
our members from getting
covid-19 but not in this way”,
he stressed.

In any civilised democracy,
Mbye said the press and the
legislature work together to
strengthen democracy. “So, if
parliament is doing this to the
press, then it means it’s a lost
opportunity for the press and
parliament to come together
so that we ensure sanity pre-
vails in the governance struc-
ture of this country.”

For his part, Sheriff Bojang
Jnr, Pesident of the Union said
GPU was never contacted either
directly or indirectly over the
parliamentary decision to bar
some journalists from entering
parliament.

“I believe if the parliament is
to come with such a decision,
there should have been some
consultations and meetings or
even inform some stakeholders,
media chiefs and the GPU
about the development prior
to Monday sitting. We felt this
was an obligation to the par-
liament or anybody who
wanted to take such a decision
to inform people and negoti-
ate.”

The Director of Communica-
tions at the National Assembly,
Gibairu Janneh clearly told
me that the decision of the
parliament was purely and
100% on health ground due

to the pandemic. He told me
that even the sitting arrange-
ment of National Assembly
Members in the flow has been
changed to give room to broth-
erly social distancing because
they don’t want to congest
the flow.

Bojang narrated that even in
this covid-19, they have seen
countries, Italy, which is
among the epicentres of the
disease and in hospitals where
people were dying week in
and week out but journalists
were allowed in because it was
not the role of the health au-
thorities to say journalists
can’t be allowed because we
are protecting them. In this
case, it’s not the role of the
National Assembly to protect
journalists from getting in-
fected.

Bojang said that Hon. Mariam
Jack -Denton Speaker of the
House confirmed fully that
this is in no way a policy or a
decision to stop the press.  He
said that GPU would not call
for a boycott but would stand
in solidarity with media houses
or journalists that want to
boycott the National Assembly.  
He also said that those three
media houses where contacted
by the National Assembly to
cover the fifth Ordinary Session
of the 2020 legislative Year. 

GAMBIA: Parliament should not take
any decision that divides journalists

Gambia Press Union press conference at the Union Headquarter, in Fajara

By; Aji Fatou Faal
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Diplomatic And Bilateral Relations

A
former Lawmaker
in the Fifth Par-
liament of the
Second Republic
of Sierra Leone,

Honorable Rabbi Munirr Sirajin
Rollings-Kamara representing
constituency 127 Western Area
Urban, All Peoples Congress
(APC) party has said that the
country will benefit immensely
if it can open diplomatic and
bilateral ties with the Jewish
State of Israel.

Hon. Rollings-Kamara, who
until his ousting through a
High Court order, served as the
Chairperson for the Sierra Leone
– Israel Ally Caucus in the
Sierra Leone Parliament.

He told Parliamentary News (PN)
that one thing about ties with
Israel,  it is not so much about
the party in power, adding that
the current Chairperson of the
Parliamentary Caucus Hon.
Reverend Sama Sandy has been
part of the Sierra Leone Israel
Friendship Society and was co-
ordinating the work in the
Southern City of Bo before they

entered Parliament in the year
2018.

“My interest goes beyond what
we are seeing. There is a huge
potential or window of oppor-
tunities for Sierra Leone to ben-
efit from Israel. In terms of
everything, but I will tell you
if we do not harness that, it
will be something else,” Hon.
Rabbi Rollings-Kamara said.

He said that  as the Chairman,
he was going to add value to
the current  Government by
making a visit to Israel, adding
that, “Israel is always ready to
bless Sierra Leone, financially
and through whatever means
that one can think of.”

Questioned if the governing
Sierra Leone People’s Party
(SLPP) is ready enough to har-
ness the blessings from Israel,
Hon. Rollings-Kamara said:
“Well I don’t know, since I left
Parliament before now I was
talking to the country's Deputy
Foreign Minister Solomon
Jamiru who is also a proponent
of Israel. 

We also have the former Om-
budsman Francis Gabbidon,
who is my predecessor, the first

Chairman of the Sierra Leone-
Israel Friendship society”

Hon. Rabbi Sirajin Rollings-Ka-
mara said that having ties with
Israel is nothing personal,
stressing that, “let them open
these ties and have someone
like Gabbidon or someone else
to be sent as an Ambassador
to Israel. Once we have that,
the sky is our limit, looking at
technology, agriculture, edu-
cation, science, financing, etc.”

Sierra Leone used to have good
ties with the Jewish state of

Israel as most of its prominent
buildings including the Parlia-
ment Building, Ministerial
Building, etc were constructed
by Israelis. But somewhere
along the line, under in reign
of former President Siakka P.
Stevens (under believably the
influence of a certain powerful
Egyptian Leader), the country
soured its ties with Israel even
declaring a non-gratia with the
Jewish State, a move that se-
riously shattered and scared
the once good diplomatic and
bilateral ties between the two
nation.

By; Melvin Tejan Mansaray

Hon Sirajin Rollings Kamara

SIERRA LEoNE: Former Legislator
Makes Case for Ties with Israel
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seeing. There is a huge potential or
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Leone to benefit from Israel. In terms of

everything, but I will tell you if we do

not harness that, it will be something

else,” Hon. Rabbi Rollings-Kamara said.
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Finance

T
he President of
the Republic of
the Gambia,
Adama Barrow
has disclosed

that the Gambia has been
experiencing a slowdown
of economic growth due to
the reduction of economic
activities, as a direct result
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He made these remarks last
Thursday when delivering
his 2020 State of the Nation
Address before Lawmakers,
in Banjul.

He cited that the initial
analysis shows that GDP

growth rates this year could
decline from six percent
(6%) to two percent (2%).

According to him,  the de-
cline in import volumes
and economic activities
would correspondingly lead
to shortfalls in import du-
ties and other tax revenues.
“Based on the current sit-
uation, an estimated twenty
percent (20%) of expected
revenue will be lost”. 

Barrow said that the total
estimated fiscal impact from
the decline in import duties
and other tax revenues is
Two Billion, Three Hundred
Thousand Million Dalasis
(D2.3 Billion); that is, 2.4
percent of GDP. The Min-
istry of Finance and Eco-

nomic Affairs (MoFEA)
projects that the fiscal deficit
would widen from 1.5 per-
cent of GDP to 2.1 percent
of GDP.

The President of the Repub-
lic of the Gambia, Adama
Barrow has disclosed that
the Gambia has been expe-
riencing a slowdown of
economic growth due to
the reduction of economic
activities, as a direct result
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He noted that the pandemic
has negatively impacted on
budget execution as ap-
proved by the National As-
sembly. The Government
had to resort to cuts and
reallocation of funds from
line items, such as travel,
training and workshops,

into much-needed areas.  

He further stated that these
decisions were taken to set
aside Five Million Dalasis
(D500 Million) as emer-
gency funds to cater for
prevention, containment
and response to the pan-
demic. Certain budget line
expenditures have been re-
allocated to the Ministry
of Health for COVID-19-
related expenditures. 

However, he said that this
decision has affected almost
all Ministries, Departments
and Agencies (MDAs).
MoFEA was forced to make
further budget cuts in the
face of declining revenue

By; Aji Fatou Faal

The President of the

Republic of the Gambia,
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disclosed that the Gambia
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of the CoVID-19

pandemic. 

CoVID-19  HITS GAMBIA'S
ECoNoMIC GRoWTH

President of the Republic of the Gambia, Adama Barrow 

Continued On Page 11
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Special Report

C
ashew is
heterozygote
in nature and
therefore
makes the

crop highly complex and
genetically unstable
especially when cashew
seeds are used in the
establishment of
plantations. Ghana started
cashew research activities
in 2002 with one of the
objectives to develop high
yielding clones which are
stable and suitable to be
planted in all the
production zones.

Through the research
activities, Ghana has come
up with 40 cashew
accessions which were
found to have good traits.
From these 40 accessions,
scion banks and polyclonal
farms were established
from the ten (10) topmost
high performing ones. 

From 2012 to date, further
research is being carried
out to identify accessions
with higher yield (15-
30kg/tree/year). In
addition, cashew hybrids
are also being developed by
the Cocoa Research
Institute of Ghana (CRIG).

Ghana is therefore ranked
as number one in terms of
cashew research in West
Africa. The Directorate of
Crop Services (DCS) of the
Ministry of Food and
Agriculture has been
collaborating with CRIG
over the years on the
establishment of scion

gardens and poly-clonal
farms.

The Directorate, based on a
request from Competitive

Cashew initiative
(ComCashew), has been
supporting other African
countries including Sierra
Leone with cashew

planting materials for the
past five (5) years. This is
because the Ministry
believes that it is in the
interest of Africa as a

Collaboration despite a pandemic:
MoFA’s Support to Sierra Leone

and Vietnamese Actors
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Special Report
whole to develop the cashew
sub-sector together.

Sierra Leone, a relatively new
cashew producing country,
aims to increase the volume of
cashew produced in the country
up to 30,000 MT by 2030. 

In 2020, Sierra Leone requested
for 7,000 kg of cashew
polyclonal seeds from Ghana
through GIZ/ComCashew and
Solidaridad West Africa. In order

to support Sierra Leone to
achieve its goal and to respond
to the request from the Sierra
Leonean Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry (MAF), the
polyclonal seeds were delivered
during the covid-19 pandemic.

In the face of the covid-19

pandemic, the Directorate of
Crop Services of the Ministry of
Food and Agriculture engaged a
haulage company based in
Accra to transport the seeds
from Accra to Freetown by
road. 

The Ministry collaborated with
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Regional Integration to
transport the seeds from Accra,
Ghana to Freetown in Sierra
Leone without any challenges.

Also, during the lockdown
period in Ghana due to covid-19
pandemic, six (6) Vietnamese
cashew Quality Analysts who
got locked up in Ghana due to
the border closure were
supported to travel to Abidjan.
The Quality Analysts who had
signed an agreement with

cashew value chain actors in
Côte d’Ivoire, were unable to get
out of Ghana because of the
border closure directive by the
President of Ghana. 

The Ministry of Food and
Agriculture in close
collaboration with the Ivorian
Cotton and Cashew Council
(CCA) engaged the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Regional
Integration and facilitated the
issuance of travel permit for
them. This enabled them to

cross the border to continue
their work.

MoFA believes that in
collaborating and working with
other stakeholders in the sub
region, we can jointly build a
sustainable and competitive
African cashew sector.

Author: Jerry J. Anim, 
Senior Agricultural Officer

Directorate of Crop Services,
Ministry Of Food And

Agriculture

This Special Report is part of a visibility and

advocacy project for agricultural value-chains

implemented by Parliamentary Network Africa

(PNAfrica) with funding from 

The Directorate, based on a

request from Competitive Cashew

initiative (ComCashew), has been

supporting other African

countries including Sierra Leone

with cashew planting materials

for the past five (5) years. This is

because the Ministry believes

that it is in the interest of Africa

as a whole to develop the cashew

sub-sector together.
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Transparency and Parliamentary Openness

T
he Minister of
Internal Af-
fairs Govern-
ment of the
Republic of

Sierra Leone David Panda
Noah has said that provid-
ing security guards for
every Member of Parlia-
ment (MP) will be huge in
terms of cost and a drain
on the personnel of the
Sierra Leone Police.

Noah made this revelation
in a special interview with
Parliamentary News (PN)
during which he espoused
on what is the Govern-
ment of Sierra Leone’s po-

sition in lieu of the re-
quests and clamour by
parliamentarians and
some members of the pub-
lic that Legislators in the
current Fifth Parliament of
the Second Republic of
Sierra Leone be provided
with armed bodyguards.

The issue of security for
MPs has been drummed
up following the attack
and wounding of a sitting
government MP, Hon
Musa Bendugu outside of
his constituency in Tonko-
lili District, Northern
Sierra Leone.

According to Minister
Noah, although the meet-
ing with the Parliamen-
tary Oversight Committee
(POC) on Internal Affairs
went well, he could not
give Lawmakers the much
assurance they expected
after he was asked by the

Internal Affairs Commit-
tee   Chairperson   Hon.
Alusine Kanneh about the
possibility of providing
every MP with a security
guard.

“I have said providing se-
curity for MPs is some-
thing that we have to look
into based on the capacity
that we have. We are cur-
rently having a lot of chal-
lenges but what we are
trying to do is to improve
our response to matters of
such nature and to have
the country itself have the
security that it needs not
just for MPs but actually
for protecting the lives of
every person. This is what
our goal is,” Minister
Noah said.

He said that enhancing
and improving the capac-

SIERRA LEoNE: Security Guard for Every
MP is a Drain on Personnel – Minister Avers

Continued On Page 13

“I have said providing security for

MPs is something that we have to

look into based on the capacity that

we have. We are currently having a

lot of challenges but what we are

trying to do is to improve our

response to matters of such nature

and to have the country itself have

the security that it needs not just for

MPs but actually for protecting the

lives of every person. This is what

our goal is,” Minister Noah said.

By Melvin Tejan-Mansaray

Parliamentary Internal Affairs Committee probing Minister of Internal Affairs 
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Finance

in recent months and the
expected loss of revenue for
the rest of the year. 

“With declining revenues
and the need to provide hu-
manitarian assistance and
support businesses during
this period of economic
downturn, Government is
faced with a challenging
task for the coming
months”, he noted. 

President Barrow said that
Covid-19 pandemic would
continue to have a signifi-
cant socio-economic impact
on the economy both di-
rectly and indirectly; directly,
through the effects of the
disease on production, in-
vestment and trade within
the country, and between
The Gambia and the rest of
the world. Indirectly, the
impact will be felt through
the slowing of global eco-
nomic growth, supply chain

disruptions and, by exten-
sion, negatively impacting
The Gambia’s growth
prospects. 

Basic and Secondary 

Education

He said that he would focus
on the pandemic to lament
how it has undermined ef-
forts to educate our children.
“As we all know, schools
were closed nationwide for
months, which directly af-
fected about 674,300 chil-
dren”.

Barrow said that the loss
of instructional hours aris-
ing from this threatens the
attainment of the annual
target of eight hundred and
eighty (880) hours of in-
struction time. We applaud
the sector for intervening
to keep the students at home
and delivering lessons on
radio, television and other
social media platforms. 

In particular, he commended

the Ministry of Basic and
Secondary Education (MoB-
SE), together with The Gam-
bia Teacher’s Union and
partners, for providing
about five hundred (500)
solar-powered transistor ra-
dio sets to deprived house-
holds in URR, CRR, LRR and
NBR. This has enabled chil-
dren in those households to
follow lessons delivered for
them. 

“It is regrettable that the
National Assessment Tests
could not be conducted this
year due to the pandemic,
since the targeted grades
were not in school. However,
it is gratifying to indicate
that The Gambia Basic Ed-
ucation Certificate Exami-
nation (GABECE) and the
West African Senior Second-
ary Certificate Examination
(WASSCE) have been con-
ducted successfully. Failure
to have conducted these ter-
minal examinations would
have had serious implica-
tions for transition at the
basic and secondary school
levels”.

He assured all Gambians
that his government is de-
termined that the general
elections would be conducted
in 2021, as scheduled. “My
conviction is that, whatever
our position or belief may
be, we should always con-
cede to the national interest,
and forego selfishness”.

Petroleum and Energy

Barrow revealed that the
uncertainty caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic has led
to the suspension of the
planned drilling exploration
by FAR-PETRONAS. 

Hence drilling has been
rescheduled from end of the
year, 2020 to 2021. Simi-
larly, British Petroleum’s
drilling activities would
commence in 2021.

“Due to low demand, the
prices of petroleum products
have fallen. To mitigate the
anticipated impact, my gov-
ernment has ensured that
both heavy and light fuel
will be made available coun-
try-wide”.

He said that through the
on-going structural and leg-
islative reforms, Govern-
ment would table a Bill to
create an autonomous Pe-
troleum Commission to fur-
ther strengthen the regula-
tory landscape and guar-
antee regulatory independ-
ence for the upstream ac-
tivities of the sector.

He said that the Mining Sec-
tor is a driving force for
employment and availability
of raw materials for the
construction industry. 

Nonetheless, they have been
mindful of regulating it.
Based on the regulations for
precious minerals, five spe-
cial mining licenses have
been granted. 

“To avoid depleting our sand
resources, licences are now
issued for inland sand min-
ing. The exploitation of sand
offshore is being considered.
These issues will be captured
in the proposed Minerals
and Mining Policy that will
be developed and tabled be-
fore this august Assembly”,
he concluded.

“With declining revenues and the

need to provide humanitarian

assistance and support businesses

during this period of economic

downturn, Government is faced with

a challenging task for the coming

months”, he noted. 
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CoVID-19  HITS GAMBIA'S
ECoNoMIC GRoWTH
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existed without a constitution
considering the importance
of the fishing sector.

“For tenures past, the Gov-
ernment has placed premium
on the fishing sector as a
way of diversifying the econ-
omy of the country,” Hon.
Koroma said, adding that,
“considering the challenges
that are inherent in the fish-
ing sector, it is but vital that
such a Consortium should
be in place, supported and
promoted to help achieve the
objective of the Government.”

He said that they hope that
with the draft constitution,
the internal rift will be sal-
vage which has lasted since
they started the first session
of the current Parliament
which is now in its third
year.

Hon. Koroma said: “It came
out very clear that the ab-
sence of a constitution; a
model that guides their work,
has been a big contributing
factor. It is our hope that
once this constitution is com-
pleted, it will ameliorate or
takes off some of the pressure
points that existed before. It
actually impacted their own
very relevance and work suc-
cesses as defined by them-
selves.” 

He noted that making a law
for the Fishers Consortium
speaks to the polyvalence of
Parliament in supporting
structures to be aware of the
law and conform to the con-
fines of the law. “We were
only doing what we are ex-
pected to do as a Committee
and as parliamentarians,”
Hon. Koroma said.

Alhaji Saidu Sesay, Secre-
tary-General Sierra Leone
Amalgamated Artisanal Fish-
ermen Union and Treasure
Fishers Consortium said that
they have not had a consti-
tution since December 2019
and the Consortium com-
prises three unions - the Sier-
ra Leone Artisanal Fisher-
men’s Union, Sierra Leone
Indigenous Fishers and the
Amalgamated Fishers Union
and throughout the process
of collaboration, there was
foul play that made them
aggrieved and therefore re-
ferred the matter to Parlia-
ment.

“The foul play was that what
we agreed on during a merger
meeting at No. 2 River that
each of the three organiza-
tions must have one repre-
sentative who is to be a sig-
natory to the bank account.
Later, the Master Fisherman
said he must be a signatory
and we asked him how come
and on what terms. Himself
and his subject who is now
the Chairman of the Con-
sortium are coming from the
same organization, this the
foul play that we were in
disagreement with,” he said. 

“I feel that the Sierra Leone
Parliament has addressed this
foul play today. We are very
happy because all what we
have been fighting for has
today been clarified and
cleared, that we will have
three signatories as per our
amended constitution. I feel
that we have laid everything
to rest,” Sesay said.

Manso D. Koroma Secretary-
General Fishermen Consor-
tium said that the Consor-
tium is new,  coming into
being some three months

now after they were sum-
moned by the POC on Fish-
eries and Marine Resources
when they observed that
they had no constitution and
one was needed to be vali-
dated.

Asked about the Consor-
tium’s opinion about the role
played by the POC on Fish-
eries and Marine Resources
in laying the rift to rest,
Manso said: “Our impression
is that MPs are the Lawmak-
ers of the country, they make
laws which are interpreted
by the Judiciary for the citi-
zenry. I think they have done
very good work for us. They
have added value to our or-

ganization. With the new
constitution, whosesoever
that comes after us will have
something to inherit and fol-
low.”

He said the new constitution
will help provide fish on the
table of Sierra Leoneans but
called on Parliament and the
Fisheries Ministry to em-
power them in assisting to
combat illegal fishing, “
which has caused the short-
age of fish in the country.”

“People are using bad fishing
methods, catching baby fish-
es, but we do not have the
strength to be able to stop
these activities without gov-
ernment’s intervention,  that
is why we want the  Gov-
ernment to help us, provide
us with military patrol
(MAC-P) and in the sensiti-
zation our members to desist
from bad fishing practice,”
Manso appealed. 

Salifu Kamara National Mas-
ter Fisherman said that the
POC on Fisheries and Marine
Resources did a good work
to fix their constitutional
and other prevailing issues
adding that the Committee
used a process that was fair,
fine and they all felt happy
and are all now on the same
wavelength.

“I am really happy about
the initiative led by the POC
on Fisheries and Marine Re-
sources, we are happy. With
the fixing of the problems,
Sierra Leoneans will now be
able to get fish on their
meals,” Kamara said while
complaining wrong fishing
practices. He thanked his con-
stituents assuring them that
now is the time for the full
potentials of fishing to be
maximized. 

Continued From Page 4
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ity of the security forces
has been constrained by
lack of recruitment of more
personnel due to the
COVID-19 outbreak,
adding that they are hav-
ing a strategic positioning
of police personnel in
major areas so that they
can be deployed and re-
spond to incidents very
quickly. 

Globally, on the eve (June
2016) of the Brexit referen-
dum in the UK, Jo Cox, a
Legislator was stabbed and
shot by her constituent
(Thomas Maire), ques-
tioned if such is what au-
thorities want to wait and
see happen in Sierra Leone
before an action is taken,
Minister Noah said, they
will not want to see such
happening adding that the
context is quite different.

In Sierra Leone, there is a
seeming trend of dissatis-
faction by members of the
public especially over re-
cent reports that MPs and
Parliament are topflight
league leaders in perceived
corruption. With this
growing dissent and disaf-
fection in Legislators, some
schools of thought hold a
view that there is an urgent
need for the safety and se-
curity of lawmakers to be
considered and acted upon.

Noah said: “We all need se-
curity, this is what mat-
ters. The message is that
we all need security, we
have to ensure that every
individual including MPs
who are normally the
mouthpieces of their peo-

ple, be able to feel free, to
go around the country
freely and you and I should
be secured as well. That is
what we are drawing these
strategies for, to ensure
that security in all areas
and sectors of the country;
people have security and
freedom that their proper-
ties and lives are not at
stake.”

The meaning of providing
all one hundred and forty-
six MPs in Sierra Leone
with security personnel,
Noah said is burdensome
for the police and the secu-
rity forces but proponents
say this is incommensurate
to the cost of loss of life or
the conduct of a by-elec-
tion.

“When you think about
providing security, it is a
wholesome game. You can-
not just put one person to
be with them a whole day,
you have to have about
two or more than three
people to do the security, so
something like that cost
hugely on the Police force.  

It will be a drain on the
personnel. What we are
looking for is that, we can
have policemen and police
in divisions in strategic
areas that can respond
quickly to incidents. 

We already have that
structure in place for
nighttime and we will con-
tinue to ensure that we
work towards ensuring

that each and individual in
this nation is protected by
the Police, Fire force, and all
the security agencies.  That
we have intelligence, we
have our neighbourhood
watches, so that we can to-
gether provide security for
ourselves. In areas where
we have MPs living, we
need to develop neighbour-
hood watch and things like
that. These are the things
that we are trying to get to
our people, for citizens en-
gagement on security. 

It is not just the police that
provides security, it is also
you and I that will have to
provide security for our-
selves and for our people,
so join us in doing that,”
David Panda Noah said.  

SIERRA LEoNE: Security Guard for Every
MP is a Drain on Personnel – Minister Avers

Continued from Page 10

“When you think about providing security,

it is a wholesome game. You cannot just put

one person to be with them a whole day,

you have to have about two or more than

three people to do the security, so

something like that cost hugely on the

Police force.  It will be a drain on the

personnel.  What we are looking for is that,

we can have policemen and police in

divisions in strategic areas that can

respond quickly to incidents.” 



Parliamentary News14 Tuesday October 06 - Monday October 12, 2020

Parliamentary Practice & Procedures

T
he month of Septem-
ber 2020 will forever
be remembered in the
history of the Fifth
Parliament of the Sec-

ond Republic of Sierra Leone for
all the right and wrong reasons
as outlined below.

Let us begin with the last two
weeks of September.

On Friday 25th September 2020
Leader of Government Business
Honorable Mathew Sarh Nyuma
confirmed to Parliamentary News
(PN) that the Leadership of Par-
liament has suspended all Par-
liamentary Oversight Committee
summoning of witnesses from
Ministries, Departments and
Agencies (MDAs). The reason,
Hon. Nyuma said: “We are on
recess; we have put all committee
meetings within parliament on
hold except for the Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC) which
is a special committee. 

Oversight visits are also ongoing
because we have disbursed mon-
ey for that but parliamentary
committee meetings in parlia-
ment are on hold until the House
resumes. We want to ensure in-
ternal checks. We have seen that
the amount of indiscipline being
exhibited by some members
prompting us to have checks in
place. We Have orders and MPs
should not just do things as and
when they feel like. There are
procedures in Parliament. Some-

one cannot just wake up and
take upon his or her chairman-
ship to call meetings at will,
there must be checks.”

It was during this period that
the Parliamentary Oversight
Committees on Mines and Min-
eral Resources, Environment,
Agriculture and Public Accounts
Committees went on field over-
sight visits, the reports of which
are yet to be laid in the Well of
Parliament because the House
has been on its third sessional
recess. Sources say the simulta-
neous conduct of these oversight
visits became confusing to some
witnesses and institutions who
questioned the porosity of the
visits.

Again, it was in the last week of
September 2020, that Honorable
Saa Emerson Lamina Member of
Parliament representing con-
stituency 030 Kono District, who
also doubles as the Parliamentary
caucus Leader Coalition for
Change (C4C) party crowned as
Ambassador of Commercial Mo-
tor Bike Rider for the Eastern
Region (Kono, Kenema and
Kailahun Districts) of Sierra
Leone. He told the gathering that
as MP, he will lobby for good
laws that will promote their
trade and boost the informal
business sector in the country.
An attempt to remove Hon. Lam-
ina as his party Leader in Parlia-
ment recently backfired although
the party is still having a matter
in court over the legitimacy of
the Executive which has been
served with an injunction.

It was during this period (24th
September) that three Commis-
sions of Inquiry published reports
and white papers by   President
Julius Maada Bio indicted (Hon.
Mohamed Bangura, Hon. Amadu
Kanu, Hon. Abdul Karim Kama-
ra) and exonerated (Hon. Ibrahim
Ben Kargbo Deputy Opposition
Leader) certain sitting Members
of Parliament (MPs) for wrong-
doings for the periods 2007 to
2018, a period under which the
now main opposition APC party
was in political governance. Some
of the indicted MPs have cried
foul, calling the reports vindictive

and full of legal and procedural
misgivings against officials of
the last administration.

The last week of September wit-
nessed the unprecedented changes
in Sessional Select Committees,
filling the vacuum left behind
by the resigned Transparency
and Accountability Committee
(TAC) Chairman Hon. Ibrahim
Tawa Conteh who was replaced
by Hon. Dickson Rogers Gov-
ernment Whip. Interestingly, this
legislative reshuffling saw the
booting out of Hon. Lawyer Hin-
dolo Moiwo Gavao as Chairman
Parliamentary Legislative Com-
mittee. This came after he but-
tressed corruption perception al-
legation reports on the BBC say-

ing that MPs and Parliament are
among the most corrupt.

In the period under review (Sat-
urday 19th), some Port Loko
(Hon. Abdul Latif Sesay, Hon.
Abdul Kargbo)  and Kambia (Hon.
Abdul Karim Kamara) made an
open declaration in support of
the former Flagbearer candidate
of the APC party, Dr Mathew
Wilson Samura Kamara. Hon.
Abdul Karim Kamara said that

their action is not a politically
dangerous intra-party move.

The month of September cannot
be forgotten, as it was when the
sitting MP, Hon.  Musa Bendugu
was attacked and wounded by
some people at Waterloo, Western
Area Rural, Freetown. The reason
for his attack is under police in-
vestigation but has prompted
calls for security guards for every
MP.

The controversial issue of
whether the Sierra Leone Cable
Limited (SALCAB) is to unbundle
or not was deliberated by the
Parliamentary Oversight Com-
mittee on Information and Com-
munications. Hon. Boston Mun-
da Committee Chairman said
SALCAB officials didn't need to
give any reason as to why or
why not it should be unbundled
as that will be captured in their
independent report to the plenary
of Parliament. This came after a
rancorous joint Transparency
and Accountability Committee
(TAC) and Information Commit-
tees public hearing ended with
the resignation of the TAC Chair-
man Hon. Ibrahim Tawa Conteh
(government) and some members
of the committees, the very first
in the history of the modern
Sierra Leone Parliament.

It was during the period under
review that CARL and Afro
barometer (two nongovernmen-
tal organizations) released two
separate damning reports de-
scribing parliamentarians and
parliament as the most corrupt
institutions and persons. These
reports have been seriously con-
tested by the Leadership of Par-
liament. As we speak, a press
conference is slated for Wednes-
day 30th September 2020 to tell
the side of Parliament.

But, the Parliamentary Fisheries
and Marine Resources took ex-
tensive time to draft a constitu-
tion for the Fishers Consortium.

With regards to Bills, Papers,
Waivers and Agreements, none
was laid on the Table of Parlia-
ment, this is because the House
is still on recess and is expected
to resume plenary sittings in the
first or second week of October
as stated by Clerk of Parliament
Hon. Umarr Paran Tarawally.

The last week of
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SIERRA LEoNE PARLIAMENT IN RETRoSPECT

Parliament of the Republic of Sierra Leone

By Melvin Tejan-Mansaray

A Roundup of September 2020
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A
quarter of a century
after the United Na-
tions Fourth World
Conference on Women
in Beijing, the overall

percentage of women in parliaments
has reached 24.9 per cent in 2020,
up from 11.3 per cent in 1995. In
four countries (Rwanda, Cuba, Bo-
livia and the United Arab Emirates)
women now account for 50 per
cent or more MPs in their lower or
single chambers compared with
1995 when no parliament had
reached gender parity. Gender quotas
remain critical success factors for
women to be better represented in
parliament, especially young
women.

The IPU has tracked women’s par-
ticipation in parliament for decades,
allowing it to monitor historical
trends, progress and setbacks. This
year’s IPU report looks back at 25
years of women in parliament on
the occasion of the 25th anniver-
sary of the Beijing conference and
its groundbreaking action plan for
gender equality.

More than 25 years to 

reach 25 per cent

The last 25 years have seen a sig-
nificant increase in the proportion
of women in parliaments around
the world, with the share of
women in national parliaments
reaching almost 25 per cent glob-
ally. Rwanda, the United Arab Emi-
rates and Andorra have made the
greatest progress with +57, +50
and +42.8 percentage points gained
respectively in their lower or single
chambers between 1995 and 2020.

Twenty-five years ago, eight out of
the top ten parliaments with the
highest representation of women
were European, mostly in the Nordic
countries. Today, the ranking has
changed considerably, with more
regions represented.

IPU President and Mexican MP
Gabriela Cuevas, said: “As only the
second woman presiding the IPU
and the youngest in 130 years, I
am convinced of the urgent need to
have more women in parliament.
It is not enough to have only one
in four seats in parliaments; it is
not fair that some countries are
leaving women behind because of
the absence of institutional changes
to give them real opportunities to
participate in politics; and it is not
democratic to pretend that a par-
liament is truly inclusive if women
are not fully represented.”

President of the IPU Forum of
Women Parliamentarians and
Kenyan MP, Susan Kihika said: Our
objective is full gender parity in
parliament for all countries in the
world. With so few parliaments
reaching gender parity in 2020, we
still have a long way to go. It will
take stronger political will and con-

crete action by both women and
men to speed up progress. More
women in parliament leads to better
decision-making, more peaceful so-
cieties, and more representative
democracies that work for every-
one.”

IPU Secretary General, Martin Chun-
gong said: “Men and women have
a joint responsibility to achieve gen-
der equality. Parliamentary leader-
ship has become increasingly aware
of this imperative. Around the world
we see that male politicians, par-
ticularly male Speakers of parlia-
ment, are key allies in supporting
women MPs and in shaping more
gender-sensitive institutions that
help women get ahead in politics.”

Quotas make the difference

Of the 20 countries with the largest
share of women in parliament, 16

apply some form of quota. The IPU
also notes that 81 countries now
hold elections that include legislated
gender quotas. The two leading re-
gions – the Americas and Europe –
were pioneers in the introduction
of quotas for women. These quotas
have grown in ambition and effi-
ciency: they are no longer designed
as a means to reach a minimum
threshold of women candidates or
members of parliament, but rather
as a strategy to ultimately reach
gender parity.

On the flip side, the share of women
in parliamentary chambers without
quotas is considerably lower. In
parliamentary elections held in 68
chambers in 2019, women gained
30.3 per cent of seats on average in
the 40 chambers that applied quotas
– either legislated or applied volun-
tarily by political parties. This com-
pares with only 17.9 per cent of
seats that were won by women in
the 28 chambers that still do not
have quota systems.

Other key factors that help accelerate
and sustain progress towards gender
equality include policies to promote
women’s recruitment by political
parties, strong women’s movements
– particularly those that support

new generations of younger women
politicians–and a more holistic, gen-
der-sensitive political culture free
from sexism, harassment and vio-
lence.

Progress has slowed in 

2019 compared with 2018

The IPU’s analysis of the 68 parlia-
mentary chambers renewed in 2019
shows that progress has slowed,
with an increase of only 0.6 per-
centage points to reach 24.9 per
cent of female MPs compared with
24.3 per cent in 2018. In 2018,
progress was more significant, with
a 0.9 percentage point increase com-
pared with 2017.

In the 2019 parliamentary elections,
the biggest increases in women MPs
were in the United Arab Emirates,
Dominica and Uzbekistan. Unfor-
tunately, some countries went back-

wards, with decreases in women
MPs notably in Spain, Madagascar
and Tunisia.

Progress in all regions of the world

over 25 years

Americas: Long-standing equality
measures have yielded sustainable
results, with women’s representation
in parliament increasing at a faster
pace in the region than elsewhere.
The Americas are the first region to
go above the 30-per-cent threshold,
with 31.3 per cent of MPs who are
female.

Europe has made sustained progress
but is no longer the leader despite
the Nordic countries being the only
sub-region to have women holding
over 40 per cent of parliamentary
seats. Women MPs in Europe are
now just 0.1 percentage points short
of the 30-per-cent threshold pre-
scribed in Beijing 25 years ago.

Sub-Saharan Africa is the third re-
gion in terms of representation of
women in parliament, largely
thanks to quotas. At the beginning
of 2020, 24.4 per cent of the region’s
parliamentarians were women.

Middle East and North Africa: The
region has made great strides since

the removal of restrictions to
women’s right to vote or stand for
elections, and the introduction of
quotas as part of political reforms
after the Arab Spring. The share of
women MPs in the region stands at
16.6 per cent.

Asia: The region recorded the slowest
growth rate of any region, having
gained only 6.8 percentage points
over the past 25 years. With 20
per cent of parliamentary seats held
by women, Asia dropped from sec-
ond place in 1995 to fourth in
2020.

Pacific: Women’s parliamentary rep-
resentation in the Pacific region is
the lowest, coming in at 19.4 per
cent in 2020. Despite substantial
gains in a number of countries over
the past 25 years, notably Australia
and New Zealand, the region still
counts the only three parliaments
in the world with no women mem-
bers (Federated States of Micronesia,
Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu).
Empowering women MPs at the
IPU

Women have played a key role at
the IPU since the first women MPs
attended an IPU conference in
Stockholm, Sweden, in 1921. In
the 1980s, the IPU created a dedi-
cated structure, the Forum of
Women Parliamentarians, to give
women MPs a stronger voice in
the Organization.

The IPU was also an early adopter
of quotas in the 1980s, leading to
a steady increase of women repre-
sentatives in its governing bodies
and meetings. Today, around 30
per cent of MPs who attend IPU
Assemblies are women thanks to
quotas as well as sanctions for
less gender-equal delegations. The
IPU has had two women Presidents:

Najma Heptulla (India) was elected
in 1999 followed by the current
President, Gabriela Cuevas (Mexico),
in 2017. IPU Secretary General Mar-
tin Chungong was also recently
elected Chair of the Global Board of
the International Gender Champions,
a leadership network that works to
break down gender barriers.

***

The IPU is the global organization of
national parliaments. It was founded
130 years ago as the first multilateral
political organization in the world,
encouraging cooperation and dialogue
between all nations. Today, the IPU
comprises 179 national Member Par-
liaments and 13 regional parliamen-
tary bodies. 

It promotes democracy and helps par-
liaments become stronger, younger,
gender-balanced and more diverse. It
also defends the human rights of par-
liamentarians through a dedicated
committee made up of MPs from around
the world. Twice a year, the IPU con-
venes over 1,500 parliamentary dele-
gates and partners in a world assem-
bly, bringing a parliamentary dimen-
sion to global governance, including
the work of the United Nations and
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development.
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25 years after Beijing, IPU analysis
shows that gender parity is possible

Women protest in front of the Swiss Parliament during a nationwide women’s strike for

gender equality. © AFP/STEFAN WERMUTH
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