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Political and Presidential Affairs

L
awyer Joseph Simeon
Ebenda Kapowa Di-
rector General (DG)
Sierra Leone’s public
service broadcaster -

Sierra Leone Broadcasting Cor-
poration (SLBC) has briefed Law-
makers that the Corporation
caters for political equity but
does not tolerate baseless mud-
slinging either from politicians
and the likes in its coverage. 

He made this comment in an
interview with Parliamentary
News (PN)   following his insti-
tution’s meeting with the Par-
liamentary Oversight Committee
(POC) on Information and Com-
munications on Monday 31st
August 2020 at the Adminis-
trative Building, House of Sierra
Leone Parliament, O.A.U Drive,
Tower Hill, Freetown.

Kapowa said the meeting with
the Committee was interactive

and engaging and thanked the
MPs for gauging the highs and
lows of the SLBC’s operation.

According to some members of
the Committee, the SLBC must
be more business-minded in
generating revenues for its op-
eration, noting that a surplus
in the financial books is mean-
ingless if employees are not
paid the minimum wage of six
hundred thousand Leones. They
also uncovered that a lot of in-
stitutions including the Sierra
Leone Parliament is in huge ar-
rears with the Corporation.

Asked if payment for coverage
by the SLBC is mandatory or
discretional on the part of the
institutions covered, Kapowa
said: “As an institution, in as
much as we have the statutory
mandate to ensure that we ed-
ucate, inform, etc; we also have
the requirement that we should
also be catering for the very
sustenance and existence of the
institution and that means en-
tering into a Memorandum of
Understand (MoU) with people
who want to do business with
the SLBC. We have a Com-
mercial Unit and people will
come to place in their adverts,
sometimes we make it for them
and more often than not, we
expect that payments are ac-
tually made to the institution
for services that we render.”

Kapowa said the huge deficit
has been incurred as a result
of debts owed to the SLBC for
failure by Ministries, Depart-
ments and Agencies (MDAs)
to own up and pay the SLBC
for it services rendered.  “This
is attempting to cripple our
operations,” he said.

Hon. Hassan Sesay, a member
of the Committee while ad-
dressing the issue of debt said
that the SLBC should write a
strongly worded letter to Par-
liament threatening that if the
House does not pay for the
services being rendered, the
SLBC will terminate its cover-
age on them. 

Responding to the question if
Parliament is indebted to the
SLBC, Kapowa said: “Yes, Par-
liament is one institution that
like I have said, we have a
statutory mandate to cover
according to our Act, but that
has never stopped Parliament

from paying. In other words,
Parliament should pay but it is
the reverse in this case.”

He said for all these years, the
SLBC has been covering pro-
ceedings for long hours and at
no point, they have reneged on
this duty to cover the proceed-
ings of Parliament.

“Again, we do not have in our
records any evidence of payment
for coverage on Parliament. This
is one of the reasons for the
reds in our financial records,”
DG Kapowa said.

On whether Parliament has not
been honouring payment cost
forwarded to it in the form of
invoices for the payment of cov-
erage or advert, Kapowa said
that they have been engaging
Parliament to see the need to
pay the institution but not ac-
tually sending invoices to Par-
liament for payment. He said
that sometimes Parliament will
send in public notices which are
carried to the latter, adding that,
“if the public broadcaster is to
exist, then it has to be the busi-
ness of everyone particularly
Parliament.”

He praised the Government for
being supportive but urged   Par-
liament as a separate institution
of the state to be also lending a
hand to the SLBC for its exis-
tence.

The POC on Information and
Communications nonetheless,
instructed that the SLBC submit
to it a copy of the letter re-
questing Parliament’s payment
to the Committee for they will
be lobbying the Finance and
other Committees to make sure

that the SLBC is paid for its
services and also that of its sub-
vention be disbursed on time
by the Ministry of Finance. For
the year 2020, the Committee
was told that the SLBC is yet to
receive any subvention for its
operations. The SLBC upon the
opening of its financial books
showed cash loss.

Kapowa also said if financial
sponsorship is to be gained by
the SLBC, then there is all need
for the Corporation’s Act to be
amended because according to
him,  the SLBC Act gives a cap
on the limit and amount of
sponsorship that the Corpora-
tion can enter into.

“The reason why the SLBC Act
should be amended is that it
will enable the public broadcaster
to be making money in some
measures, especially from ad-
verts and sponsorship. We have
limited sponsorship for adver-
tisement and other areas; we
know we cannot have sponsors
probably for the news per se,
but we should also be given the
leverage to canvass sponsorship
from people. In the Act,  we
have limited sponsorship in so
far as those areas are concern.
We are also engaging Parliament
and our supervising Ministry
to see the need for an amend-
ment of the SLBC Act if only to
cater for the financial needs of
the Corporation.”

Equitable coverage of political
parties has been a challenge es-
pecially during electioneering
periods as was highlighted in
the international elections ob-
servers’ report of 2018 but
Kapowa said, there is not only
the need to be fair but also the

need to be professional in not
creating a platform for mud-
slinging and meaninglessness. 

Asked how the SLBC has kept
the balance of equity over gag-
ging in covering political parties,
Kapowa said: “We have never
had instances where we have
one political party dominating
presence on the public broad-
caster. Access is very crucial and
very key when we talk about
our programmes and program-
ming. We endeavour to cater
for all players. Even by our
very makeup, we have women,
youth, Paramount Chief, uni-
versity and even the media rep-
resentatives on the Board. Our
business is to cater for all play-
ers. When it comes to political
equity, as a member of the Com-
mittee mentioned, the hope is
that we endeavour to have peo-
ple equally access by all political
players. That is the case as we
speak and I made that very clear
to honourable members."

Kapowa also noted that a fact
to be very careful about is that
the SLBC should actually not
be used as a podium for mud-
slinging – where people will
come instead of actually engag-
ing themselves, talking for the
benefit of the public, "they are
there most times just to hit (jibe
or spar)  one and other.”

“We have passed that stage and
I am not sure under my leader-
ship we will entertain that; so
what we do is that we engage
the people, the issues and we
have equal representation and
our moderators are now being
so skilled and capacitated enough
to be able to move between one
MP and the other.  That is really
yielding fruits. You have never
heard of an instance where peo-
ple fight on SLBC television, no
way, under my administration.
You will never see where one
MP or a Civil Society person
mudslinging the other with
reckless abandon, no, because
we have moderators and people
who are presenters that are able
to moderate. Even from the
newsgathering method, at edi-
torial meetings, these are the
issues of consideration, the play-
ers, the guests, the issues and
we endeavour to have the right;
that is why we do not tolerate
much of that mudslinging but
political equity is really catered
for at the SLBC,” Kapowa said. 
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Defense and Interior

G
overnment will soon
lay before Parliament,
a Bill for the prom-
ulgation of Alterna-
tive Sentencing that

includes probation, parole and com-
munity service into the work of
the Criminal Justice System in
Ghana, Vice President Mahamudu
Bawumia has disclosed. 

Speaking at the Graduation and
Commissioning Parade for one
hundred and fifty officer cadets
who made up Intake 27 of the
Ghana Prisons Service in Accra on
Friday, 28th August 2020, Vice
President Bawumia said these al-
ternatives to custodial sentence
hold great potential to decongest
the country's Prisons and signifi-
cantly reduce the financial burden
in the management of our prison
system. 

"The Prisons Administration, in
collaboration with other stake-
holders, is leading the advocacy
for alternative sentencing policy

to be introduced in the country.

"The necessary operational adjust-
ments are being made, including
the human resource capacity to
shoulder the additional responsi-
bility," Dr Bawumia added.

The graduation ceremony was the
climax of the last of four batches
of One Thousand Five Hundred

(1,500) new entrants for the Service
drawn from varied professional
backgrounds ranging from Ac-
counting, Agriculture, Education,
Engineering, Medicine and Social
Sciences. 

The Vice President commended the
management of the Service for
"continuing to make strides in dis-
charging its mandate to ensure
that opportunities for developing
the skills and talents of inmates
are available to help them reorganise
their lives for the better. The pro-
grammes cover agriculture, trade,
training in different vocations and
formal education for offenders who
are of school-going age." 

Dr Bawumia expressed worry that
some members of society are re-
luctant to accept ex-convicts back
into their fold and continue to
stigmatise former prison inmates.

"This unfortunate situation creates
disadvantage to the ex-convicts
and they are most of the time
forced back to offending life with
dire consequences to the society.

"I will therefore like to appeal to

the general public to see prisoners'
integration as a shared responsi-
bility and offer the necessary sup-
port to enable these ex-convicts
properly re-integrate and contribute
their quota to national develop-
ment. Anything short of this will
render all the efforts by Prison
Service fruitless and society will
be at risk."

The Vice President charged the
graduands to" internalise the prin-
ciples of vigilance, humanity and
fortitude. These must be your
watchwords in your relationship
with fellow officers and the in-
mates.

"Treat the prisoners with care, re-
spect and decency without com-
prising your professional ethics. I
have no doubt that you will suc-
ceed." 

He commended all award winners,
especially Junior Under Officer
Amos Benang, who won the Com-
mandant's Award, and Senior Un-
der Officer Dr Florence Djoletoe,
who was the best in Academics as
well as the Best All-Round Officer
Cadet.

Vice President Mahamudu Bawumia

speaking at the Graduation and

Commissioning Parade for one hundred

and fifty officer cadets

By: Gilbert Borketey Boyefio

GHANA: Alternative Sentencing Bill Ready
for Parliament - VP Bawumia

H
onourable Alu-
sine Kainde
A lu- Cont eh
representing
constituency

125 Western Area Urban and
also Chairman Parliamentary
Oversight Committee (POC)
on Sports has appealed to the
Government of Sierra Leone
to consider lifting the ban
placed on all sporting activities
due to the COVID-19 out-
break as according to him,
many athletes are suffering
badly due to the impact of
the halt.

He was speaking in an exclu-
sive interview with Parlia-
mentary News (PN) during
which he spoke about the

need to resume sporting ac-
tivities among other things.

As the Chairman of the
Sports Oversight Committee
for the last three sessions,
Hon. Alu-Conteh said due to
his training as a Councilor
who served two terms in the
Freetown City Council as
Chairman Budget and Finance
Committee for nine years, he
finds the Committee work
not that strange to him.

“I see the Sports Committee
as similar to the one I was
heading at the Local Council.
It is not strange to me. Really,
my stewardship at the Sports
Committee has a mix of
tough and easy times; espe-
cially in mobilizing the mem-
bership for meetings. Some-
times the turnout of members
is not encouraging in having

a quorum unless you have
to call members. In other
times, we do have a steady
and smooth drive. It has been
a leadership of ups and downs
but we have been managing
up to this time,” Hon. Alu-
Conteh said.

Months back during the de-
bate on President Julius Maa-
da Bio’s address on the open-
ing of the Third Session of
the Fifth Parliament, Hon.
Alu-Conteh used his time on
the Floor to highlight the
issue of a delayed payment
of match bonus to female
soccer players that partici-
pated in the West Africa Foot-
ball Union (WAFU) competi-
tion in home soil. Six months
after this event, Sports Min-
ister Mohamed Nyelenkeh an-
nounced that the Government
has resolved to pay not only

female players but their male
counterparts the sum of two
thousand United States dollars
(about twenty million Leones)
as a flat rate, by way of a
new match bonus policy de-
signed by his Ministry.

Hon. Alu-Conteh said: “We
want to say kudos to the
Government because the first
time the complaints was
brought to the Sports Com-
mittee’s attention by the fe-
male players, it did not go
down well with me, the Com-
mittee and Parliament as a
whole. So we decided to that
we must intervene for a res-
olution of the issue. Fortu-
nately in the Presidential ad-
dress, President Bio made
mention of sports, so I used
this as an opportunity to
draw the entire government’s
attention particularly the

Sports Minister’ for them to
take action. I believe it is as a
result of this statement we
are now seeing the latest ac-

SieRRA LeoNe: it is necessary for us to
Resume Sporting Activities – Hon. Alu-Conteh

By: Melvin Tejan Mansaray

Continued On Page 13
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Legal and Human Rights

H
onourable Julius
Nye Cuffie Bar-
rister and Solicitor
High Court of
Sierra Leone, Ac-

tivist on Disability Issues, Chief
Executive Officer Intellectual
Property Institute Sierra Leone
Limited has reflected on his ex-
perience as a former Legislator,
the state of affairs for Persons
with Disabilities (PWDs) and the
prevailing situation with regards
to intellectual property rights
protection in the country.

Hon. Cuffie a Member of Par-
liament (MP)  in the Third (2007
-2012) Parliament of the Second
Republic of Sierra Leone said
that life after parliament has
not been boring for him because
he has always had a fallback
adding that parliament needs to
be done for PWDs and the pro-
tection of intellectual property
rights.

“Life after Parliament has been

interesting. First of all, I was a
very young man when I entered
Parliament and I am a Lawyer.
I was not a retired civil servant
or whatever before I became MP.
Life after Parliament is very ac-
tive and buoyant,” He said.

Hon. Lawyer Cuffie said that
he has been plying his legal
trade and also actively engaged
in his activism on disability is-
sues plus having recently es-
tablished a company limited by
guarantee, Intellectual Property
Institute that advocates for the
rights, protection, recognition
and enforcement of intellectual
property rights in Sierra Leone.

Assessing what has changed or
not changed on disability issues
ever since he left Parliament in
2012, Hon. Cuffie said, “What
positively changed was that we
ratified the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities when I was in Parlia-
ment. I personally championed
that. I also personally champi-
oned the PWD Act, 2011 which
also sets the legal framework
for the recognition of the rights
and worth of PWDs in Sierra
Leone. The PWD Act created the
National Commission for PWDs
which administers the Disability
Act. A lot of things have hap-
pened around which are devel-

opments.”

Asked how important is it for a
politician and former elected rep-
resentatives to have a fallback
or an alternative source of liveli-
hood after politics, Hon. Cuffie
said this is very important and
age has been to his favour as he
was very young when he went
to Parliament, so being refused
his party’s symbol was not the
end of his life.

“I was not retired before entering
politics. For me, politics was a
stepping-stone that enlightened
and gave me a lot of experience
which I am still using as a prac-
titioner of law. I have been en-
gaged in that enviable position
to be both a Lawyer and a leg-
islator at some point in time. I
think it is very good and it has
opened my eyes with a lot of
experiences which now heightens
my disability advocacy in some
ways and I have also branched
into intellectual property rights
protection in another way,” the
Lawyer cum Politician Hon.
Cuffie said.

He said that he has engaged all
stakeholders on intellectual prop-
erty right such as the Ministry
of Trade by informing them
about the formation of his or-
ganization which he thinks will

help the Government a lot in
pushing intellectual property
rights. 

He said that he has also contacted
the Ministry of Tourism and
Cultural Affairs which he de-
scribed as another corollary to
intellectual property rights in-
cluding the Monument and
Relics Commission, Office of the
Administrator and Registrar Gen-
eral, all being formally informed
about the establishment of his
organization and expressed a
wiliness to organize partnerships
within which he can work to
protect intellectual property
rights.

The former Legislator said that
Parliament has a very pivotal
role to play in making sure that
the laws it enacted are mean-
ingful and effective.

“Yes, I intend to engage Parlia-
ment definitely. They too have
a role to play in terms of mon-
itoring the enacted legislation
that was passed into law. The
2011 Copy Right Act establishes
the Office of the Registrar of In-
tellectual Property - that will
administer and enforce intellec-
tual property law in Sierra Leone.
It is nine years on after this en-
actment and those institutions
by the Copy Rights Act have
not been established by the Gov-
ernment. This is a serious cause
for concern and a lot of things
are happening which deprives
right bearers of intellectual prop-
erty rights of their rights and
where these institutions are set
up and running,   it will be the
opposite. Intellectual property
will be protected and enforced.”

Hon. Cuffie said that more needs
to be done in protecting intel-
lectual property rights violations,
citing that he will negotiate and
dialogue with Parliament to en-
gage the Government construc-
tively in setting up the institu-
tions like the Office of the Reg-
istrar of Intellectual Property
and Parliament enact what is
part of Government policy plan
an Intellectual Property Agency
Office which Parliament should

By Melvin Tejan-Mansaray “What positively changed was that we
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SieRRA LeoNe: Former MP Dilates on Life after
Parliament, Disability and intellectual Property issues

Honourable Julius Nye Cuffie, Barrister and 

Solicitor, High Court of Sierra Leone
Continued on Page 12
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Global Affairs

S
ome health and econo-
my experts are urging
parliamentarians all
over the world to hold
their governments to

account in their health and eco-
nomic responses to the COVID-
19 pandemic.  According to them,
strict adherence to data provided
by scientists and adequate allo-
cation of funds to strengthen
public health, support health-
care workers, and to invest in
greener research will go a long
way in the fight against the coro-
navirus.  

The experts, including Sarah
Gilbert, who heads the group de-
veloping a COVID‑19 vaccine at

Oxford University; Phoebe
Koundari, professor at Athens
University of Economics and Busi-
ness and president-elect of the
European Association of Envi-
ronmental and Resource Econo-
mists; and Jeffrey Sachs, professor
of economics and director of the
Center for Sustainable Develop-
ment at Columbia University and
director of the UN Sustainable
Development Solutions Network
were engaging some   Speakers
of Parliament drawn from several
countries in the virtual Fifth
World Conference of Speakers of
Parliament on 19th and 20th Au-
gust 2020. 

The over 100 of the world’s top
legislators were joined by other
members of parliament, diplo-
mats, scientists and representa-
tives of multilateral organizations
to discuss international parlia-
mentary cooperation to address
the challenges facing a COVID-
19 world, including access to
health, social and economic in-
equalities and the climate emer-
gency.

Addressing the legislators, Pres-
ident of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union ( IPU) Gabriela Cuevas said
the current state of the word is a
test of endurance of countries all
over the world, hence the need
to find a way of forging towards
the future sustainably.  "We con-
vene as crisis and opportunity,
despair and hope, converge into
an unknown that is affecting
every single inch of our lives.
This is not only a test of our en-
durance to withstand the current
perils. It is also an opportunity

to make the best of our wisdom;
to chart a path towards a future
that is just and fair, sustainable
and prosperous, inclusive and
compassionate. We can, and we
must build back better”. He noted 

President of the National Council
of Austria, Wolfgang Sobotka,
also noted the pandemic offers
an opportunity to parliamentar-
ians to strengthen the democracy
of their parliaments. “As guardians
of democracy and the rule of
law, parliaments have a key role
in meeting the current challenges.
It is therefore crucial that we
also see the coronavirus pandemic
as an opportunity to acknowledge
the great value and strength of a
functioning parliamentary
democracy.”

For his part, United Nations Sec-
retary-General António Guterres
said: "How fast we emerge from
this crisis will depend not only
on the solidarity we show within
our communities and our coun-
tries but also on the degree to
which governments, scientists,
businesses and of course parlia-
ments can cooperate together
across borders and continents.
This is the meaning of multilat-
eralism. 

It is not an ideology; it is simply
a methodology, the best one we
have, to deal with truly global
challenges”.

Several Speakers issued a clarion
call for emission reductions and
efforts towards a carbon-neutral
economy. They stressed that par-
liaments have the power and

duty to translate key international
commitments like the Paris Agree-
ment on climate and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment into national legislation and
policy.

The conference also included a
special session on countering ter-
rorism and violent extremism on
the eve of International Day of
Remembrance and Tribute to the
Victims of Terrorism on 21 Au-
gust. Parliamentarians heard from
Imrana Alhaji Buba, a survivor
of terrorism who went on to
found Youth Coalition Against
Terrorism, a youth organization
working against violent extrem-
ism in north-eastern Nigeria.

The World Conference of Speakers
of Parliament which takes place
once every five years was organ-
ized by the IPU in partnership
with the Parliament of Austria
and the United Nations. Originally
planned to take place in Vienna,
Austria, the physical conference
has been postponed to 2021 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Its
objective is to reinforce the par-
liamentary dimension of global
governance.

The IPU is the global organization
of national parliaments which
was founded more than 130 years
ago as the first multilateral po-
litical organization in the world,
encouraging cooperation and di-
alogue between all nations. The
IPU currently comprises 179 na-
tional Member Parliaments and
13 regional parliamentary bodies. 

It promotes democracy and helps
parliaments become stronger,
younger, gender-balanced and
more diverse. It also defends the
human rights of parliamentarians
through a dedicated committee
made up of MPs from around
the world. Twice a year, the IPU
convenes over 1,500 parliamen-
tary delegates and partners in a
world assembly, bringing a par-
liamentary dimension to global
governance, including the work
of the United Nations and the
implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment.

GHANA: Speakers of Parliament Unite
Against Health, economic And Climate Crises

By: Emmanuella Dadugblor 
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Energy and Extractives

T
he fixing of Sierra
Leone's energy
problem cannot
happen overnight,
it is going to be a

continuous process, we cannot
fix the energy problem a hun-
dred per cent in ten years, of
course, it cannot be done,
Honorable Kekura C. Vandy
Chairman Parliamentary Over-
sight Committee on Energy,
Fifth Parliament of the Second
Republic of Sierra Leone said
in a special interview with
Parliamentary News (PN).

"Let nobody fake you, we
cannot fix the problem a hun-
dred per cent wherein every
village and person a hundred
per cent have access to elec-

tricity, we cannot. Even the
bigger economies cannot fix
their energy problem in this
kind of way,”   Hon. Vandy
emphasized.          

Honourable Kekura C. Vandy
said that the epileptic energy
situation in Sierra Leone even
if all the resources which are
scared are made available can-
not be fixed in ten years.

Asked about how effective the
Committee has been in pro-
viding oversight on the Energy
Ministry and Agencies and
what have been the gains in
the last two sessions, Hon.
Vandy said that he is not the
fittest person to assess his or
the Committee’s performance
but added that they have
worked closely with the En-
ergy Ministry and its subsec-
tors Electricity Generation and
Transmission Company and
Electricity Distribution and
Supply Authority (EGTC and
EDSA) monitoring their facil-
ities nationwide, where their
employees are deployed to see
what they are doing in the
country.

“We unearthed a lot of things
but the sector itself is a chal-
lenging one. As a ruling (SLPP)
party MP, at the time President
Julius Maada Bio assumed
power in 2018, we did not

meet sustainable energy. It
was a quick fix, and a quick
fix is not good for the energy
sector at all. The stakeholders
in the sector are working
around the clock to make sure
that we get out of this energy
quagmire,” Hon. Vandy said,
adding that despite the chal-
lenges some improvements
have been made.

“When I was made Committee
Chairman, in my first year
the evacuation capacity for
Freetown was fifty megawatts
(50MW) but as I speak today,
this capacity is eighty
megawatts (80MW), which
shows that there has been an
improvement in the transmis-
sion and distribution lines. We
do not have a problem with
generation, we have the Kar-
power (77MW) for Freetown,
Bumbuna delivering (50MW)
during the rainy season. I
want to assure you that if
the transmission and distri-
bution of power lines are re-
habilitated, we do not need
77MW. In effect, the Govern-
ment is running at a loss be-
cause it is paying more than
what it is consuming because
of the transmission line prob-
lem. Thank God there is a
World Bank-funded project
(Energy Security Utility Re-
form Project) that is providing
massive rehabilitation in Free-
town. They want to fix the
transmission and distribution
lines,” Hon. Vandy said.

The Energy  Committee in its
sessional report observed that
primary substations have been
one hundred per cent rehabil-
itated with brand new trans-
mitters at Congo Cross, Falcon
Bridge, Wilberforce and an-
other noting that the Jui, Wa-
terloo and Aberdeen substa-
tions are also set to be reha-
bilitated.

Hon. Vandy subscribed to the
widely held notion in most
quarters including that of the
views expressed by some of

the Leaders of Parliament in-
cluding the Speaker of Parlia-
ment Hon. Dr Abass Chernoh
Bundu in an engagement held
on Tuesday 25th August 2020
at the Administrative Building
of Parliament, Tower Hill Free-
town, that the energy situa-
tion in the country at the mo-
ment is epileptic.

“Of course I would agree with
the notion that the energy sit-
uation in the country is epilep-
tic. I would not deny that
fact,” Hon. Vandy said.

The Energy Oversight Com-
mittee Chairman, however,
underscored that energy prob-
lems do not require a quick
fix saying that the former ad-
ministration applied a quick
fix solution that was not well
planned. He assured that before
the end of his party’s tenure
in 2023, there will be tremen-
dous changes in the energy
sector.

Hon. Vandy said six contrac-
tors have already been con-
tracted to fix transmission
problems in six out of the
fourteen administrative dis-
tricts headquarter towns with
money already being made
available by the Government
itself in a donor-driven econ-
omy.

Value for money in the energy
sector has many a time been
questionable as advanced by
the country’s Audit Service
and a huge chunk of money
has been injected into this sec-
tor with not much being there
to show for it. 

Hon. Vandy said the budgetary
allocation to energy is a pit-
tance, noting that, “it is a pit-
tance for the energy sector.
Let assume we want to fix
50MW in Freetown, you will
understand that you need bil-
lions of Leones or millions of
dollars. The money allocated
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SieRRA LeoNe: We Can’t Fix the energy
Problem in Ten Years – Hon. Vandy

Continued on Page 10
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T
he Ghana Agri-
cultural and Ru-
ral Development
Journalists Asso-
ciation (GARDJA)

has launched a new cocoa
advocacy initiative aimed at
helping create a sustainable
cocoa value chain in Ghana.

The initiative is in collabora-
tion with various cocoa
farmer-based organisations
and other stakeholders.

A statement from the asso-
ciation announcing the roll-
out of this initiative said it is
aimed at solving the many
issues affecting the develop-
ment of the cocoa sector in-
cluding poor farmgate pric-
ing, challenges with accessing
inputs including fertilisers
and pesticides, the negative
impact of climate change on
cocoa production, child
labour on farms, among oth-
ers.

GARDJA also bemoaned the
lack of commitment on the
part of government and other
stakeholders in harnessing
the rife benefits available in
the cocoa sector. It says, "there
is, therefore, the need for
government, non-govern-
mental organisations, as well
as other actors in the sector
to up their game, introduce
better policies in the industry,
implement them and inject
more resources to help keep
the sector afloat”. 

According to the group, the
Cocoa Advocacy Initiative
will involve a series of media
campaigns as well as capacity
building initiatives for the
media and cocoa producers
until the end of the year. It
will ensure that the Ghanaian
public has access to more
and better investigative re-
ports on cocoa sustainability
issues. It will also ensure me-
dia houses help create the re-
quired platform for an in-
formed public debate on cocoa
sustainability issues in
Ghana.

The Cocoa Advocacy Initiative

will also question and address
the noncompliance of CO-
COBOB to the Ghana CO-
COBOD Law, 1984 (PNDC
Law 81) section 26 and 27
which provides some benefits
to cocoa farmers under the
social security Scheme. 

This law which  states that
“the Board shall within one
year after the coming into
force of this law establish a
contributory insurance
scheme for cocoa, coffee and
shea nuts farmers within the
framework of the Social Se-
curity Scheme.” Has been
neglected for nearly 36 years
after it was passed, exposing
the farmers to several finan-
cial difficulties.

The law is also emphatic
that “the board shall establish
a fund to be known as Farm-
ers' Welfare Fund which will
be funded with 10% of CO-
COBOD’s net profit every
year to be used to among
others, develop farming com-
munities and provide welfare
loans to farmers.

The Cocoa Advocacy Initia-
tive is supported by SEND
Ghana.

By Emmanuella Dadugblor

File Photo of Cocoa Farmers
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1. How long has ComCashew been

operating in the cashew industry

in Africa?

C
omCashew has been
operating in the
cashew industry in
Africa since April
2009 and is currently

in its 3rd phase. The project was
known as the African Cashew
initiative (ACi) in its first and
second phases.

2. What is the potential of the

cashew industry in Africa?

The African cashew sector offers
high economic development
potential. Global productivity, as
well as international demand, are
on a constant rise. Meanwhile,
Africa, being the world's largest
cashew producer, accounts for
57% of the global cashew
production. Almost 6 out of 10
cashews come from Africa. In
West Africa in particular,
production levels continue to rise
considerably. 

Cashew is a highly resistant tree
crop and is, therefore, able to
withstand harsh weather
conditions quite well. With the
onslaught of climate change and
its associated challenges for cash
crops such as cocoa, cashew
becomes a viable revenue-earning
alternative for Ghana, Côte
d’Ivoire, Benin, and other
producing countries in the
continent.

Moreover, cashew plantations are
more profitable and promote food
security for farmers when
intercropped with other crops
such as peanut and maize.
Through the application of Good
Agricultural Practices and the
introduction of bee colonies in the
plantation, cashew yields can be
increased by up to 50% and with
it, the income of farmers.

In Ghana, cashew is fast
becoming the second most
important agricultural export
commodity as it rakes in over
$200m as a contribution to
earnings from Non-Traditional
Export. 

With a current production of 110,
000MT, the Ghanaian cashew
sector supports the livelihoods of
about 125,000 farmers. 9% of
this production is processed
locally and some 5000 persons,
the majority of whom are

women, are employed as a result.
The sector, therefore, has the
potential to employ many more if
the needed attention is accorded it.
Cashew production and
processing, therefore, offer great
potential for poverty reduction
through the creation of jobs and
the associated generation of
income. Unfortunately, most of
the Raw Cashew Nuts (RCN) are
exported to Asia, mainly to
Vietnam and India. 

The cashew fruit has three parts
and all these parts can be
processed. The cashew apple can
be processed into fruit juice,
candies, jam, wine, ethanol, gin,
and brandy. The kernel is a
healthy nut which can be roasted,
salted, or processed into a paste
for consumption. The harder
outer shell can be processed into
the Cashew Nut Shell Liquid
(CNSL) which is used extensively
in the petroleum and paint
industries. The CNSL is also used
in producing pesticides.

3. What are some of the major

initiatives undertaken by

ComCashew so far?

l Capacity building: One of the
main focus areas of ComCashew
is Capacity Building. The project
has, therefore, introduced and
invested heavily in the Master
Training Programme (MTP). MTP
is aimed at creating a pool of
qualified experts in the cashew
value chain to facilitate skills
transfer, knowledge exchange,
learning and innovation within
the cashew sector in Africa. The
programme is designed to train
participants on technical topics on
cashew and these include
production, processing, value
chain linkages, the policy
environment in producing
countries, and market analysis.
Other aspects of the training
target behaviour change and
effective adult training tool
development, among others. Over

700 experts have so far been
trained from some 18 countries,
161 of whom are from Ghana.
Other capacity-building activities
include the involvement of
ComCashew in the development
of ATVET curriculum and
learning materials in Ghana to
ensure knowledge transfer and
equip the youth with employable
skills. The project has also
supported some Agricultural
Training Institutes with the
accreditation of the training
programmes on cashew. 

l The establishment of the
Cashew Matching Fund: This
Fund aims at leveraging
contributions from stakeholders
in the cashew sector and public
research institutions, for the
implementation of specific
interventions for the development
of the cashew sector in Benin,
Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire,
Ghana, Mozambique and recently
in Sierra Leone. So far, some 4.7
million euros has been invested in
the sector by ComCashew and its
partners. Projects undertaken
under the Fund over the years
include climate change
mitigation, promotion of by-
product processing, sustainable
cashew production, increase in
market access through knowledge
exchange, sustainable supply
chain linkages, raising cashew
farmers’ livelihood, and the ACA
Seal plus (a cashew quality
standard seal).

l The establishment of the
Farmer Business School (FBS): this
is training which seeks to
strengthen smallholders’ business
attitudes and management skills
to ensure better and diversified
incomes for the farmer while
creating awareness on the essence
of nutrition among them and
their households. 

l Production: the project has
collaborated with MoFA and CRIG

to undertake research, promote
Climate Smart Agriculture, train
farmers and other sector actors,
ensure seedling development and
distribution to farmers.
ComCashew is also supporting
the development of tissue culture
to increase production and
productivity, and the development
of high-yielding varieties.

l Processing: ComCashew aims
at helping to promote local
processing in its countries of
intervention. In this light, the
project has invested in the
training of cashew processors on
topics such as record keeping,
warehousing, Food Safety
management, by-product
processing, business plan
development and other Access to
Finance topics. It has also assisted
local processors to get certification
to increase their competitiveness.
Aside these, ComCashew
continues to work on engaging
financial institutions to encourage
them to develop agro-support
packages/ products for the
processors.

l Support with Sector
organisation: the project has
facilitated the formation of the
Association of Cashew Processors,
Ghana (ACPG) to help processors
work better together. Through
ComCashew, linkages have been
built between processors that
have accrued in benefits like the
handing over of processing
equipment from larger processing
units like USIBRAS to smaller-
scale indigenous processors in
Ghana. ComCashew also
facilitates Ghanaian cashew
stakeholders’ access to
information on the industry and
supports their participation in
international events such as the
World Cashew Convention.
Through the project’s efforts,
stakeholders actively participate
in dialogue and policymaking
platforms such as the
Consultative International
Cashew Council (CICC) and the
Cashew Research Network
(REDAA). As part of sector
organisation efforts, the project
also organised fully paid learning
trips for Ghanaian cashew
processors to Côte d’Ivoire, which
the world’s largest cashew
producer and a fast-developing
cashew processing country in the
subregion. Additionally,
ComCashew has supported and
continues to support the
participation of processors in
global cashew industry
programmes like the International
Cashew Processing Equipment
and Exhibition Event (SIETTA),
where they engage with
equipment producers and sector
actors from all over the world. 

The ComCashew effect on 
the cashew sector in Ghana
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l ComCashew supports sector
regulatory activities like the preparation
and passage of the Tree Crop
Development Act (Act 1010). The project
continues to support the establishment
of the Tree Crop Development Authority,
to help the Government of Ghana make
the sector more competitive.

4. What are some of your success stories

and achievements/ impact on/in the

sector?

l Since the project’s inception, over
620,000 cashew farmers have
undergone training in Good Agricultural
Practices (GAP). The efficacy of GAP and
adoption of improved planting material
have resulted in an improved average
yield increase of 86% and improved the
quality of the product in intervention
countries. 
l The total annual income for
beneficiaries along the value chain has
reached about 320 million euro in
nominal terms. In 2019 alone, the
average annual per farmer income stood
at 547€. 
l In the past 10 years, more than
600,000 jobs have been created, out of
which 90% are in the production
segment and 10% in processing and
trade. 
l More than 700 persons have been
trained through the Master Training
Program (MTP) since 2013, 43% of
whom are women. The main aim of the
MTP is to create a pool of qualified
experts in the cashew value chain to
facilitate knowledge exchange, learning
and innovation within the cashew sector
in Africa.
l Through the Matching Fund:
- the Ministry of Food and
Agriculture (MoFA), Ghana has
produced and distributed more than
300,000 cashew grafts and established
nurseries in Nkwanta and Babile, each
with a seedling capacity of 50,000.
20,000 hectares of new cashew
plantations have been established and
10,000 farmers have been trained on
Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs).  
- 2,500m2 cashew grafting nursery
has been established in Sogakope by
D.Invitolabs and Volta Cashew
distributing 40,000 high quality grafted
seedlings to selected farmer groups. 
- Institituto de Fomento do Caju
(INCAJU), Mozambique has trained 120
cashew apple actors on value addition
and marketing strategies and has
developed manuals on food safety and
cashew recipes. 

- In Benin, the Fédération Nationale
des Producteurs d'Anacarde du Bénin

(FENAPAB) together with the Institut
National des Recherches Agricoles du
Benin (INRAB) through the Cashew
Matching Fund  has organised nursery
operators from the grassroots,
Coopérative des Pépiniéristes
d'Anacardiers Greffés (CoPAG), to the
national level Fédération Nationale des
Pépiniéristes dʼAnacardiers Certifiés du
Bénin (FeNaPAC). This way, nursery
operators and grafters can access the
resources to improve their activities.
Farmers are also assured of high-quality
grafted seedlings. 
- In addition, 69 nursery operators
trained and monitored have produced
over one (1) million rootstocks, over
400,000 of which have been grafted and
30,000 polyclonal plants produced. 
- About 80 female grafters have also
been trained in 16 communities of the
project intervention zone to create jobs
for women and to increase the quantity
of production.

5. How has ComCashew contributed to

promoting the competitiveness of the

African cashew sector?  

The cashew sector is currently more

organized than it was when the
initiative commenced in 2009. With the
support of the initiative, national
cashew strategies and policies have been
developed in the project countries and
regional exchange has been encouraged.
One such policy is the development of
the Tree Crop Development Authority
(TCDA). The project has supported the
Planting for Export and Rural
Development (PERD) Programme with
improved planting material development
and distribution to farmers. Technical
and advisory support has also been
provided to stakeholders in the
establishment of the Tree Crop
Development Authority, which will
oversee the regulation of the cashew
sector in Ghana. The project collaborates
closely with the Association of Cashew
Processors, Ghana (ACPG) and the
African Cashew Alliance (ACA) to
improve upon cashew processing in
Ghana. ComCashew has since 2014
supported the biennially organized
Cashew Technology and Processing
Show (SIETTA) in Abidjan and supports
research exchanges in the frame of the

Cashew Research Network (REDAA), and
the work of the Consultative
International Cashew Council (CICC)
since 2016.

6. What are some of the challenges you

encountered while working with

stakeholders in the industry?

More government interest in making the
sector more competitive for actors
would be appreciated.

7. How long will ComCashew continue

supporting the industry?

ComCashew will support the industry
for at least one more year. However, that
is also dependent on the various
partners.

8. So far, how much has ComCashew

invested in the cashew industry in

Africa?

Since 2009, ComCashew, through BMZ
and other partner funding, has invested
over € 170 million in the cashew sector
in its six (6) intervention countries in
Africa.

This Special Report is part of a visibility and

advocacy project for agricultural value-chains

implemented by Parliamentary Network Africa

(PNAfrica) with funding from 
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to take care of repairs in the
supplementary budget is thirty
billion Leones for the rehabil-
itation of the generators.”

Hon. Vandy said in total, the
country has 120.75-megawatt
machines but the functioning
machines are not producing
up to 65MW with the rest
being broken.

The large breakage speaks vol-
ume on the lack of mainte-
nance culture in many public
institutions, a preposition
which Hon. Vandy agrees to.

He said EGTC at Kingtom had
two machines which it de-
clared as scraps but the new
Director-General Ing. Milton
Gebai has now fixed the two
machines and one of the re-
paired machines is being used
in Lungi, Port Loko District. 

“This means we need to put
efforts on repairs,” Hon. Vandy
said.

The Energy Committee Chair-
man, Hon. Vandy reechoed
the commitment of President
Bio in transitioning the coun-
try into renewable energy (so-
lar, hydro,) but said in the in-
terim, while the country waits,
it is still using thermal plants. 

Hon. Vandy said that his most
significant achievement as the
Committee Chairman in all
three sessions of the current
Parliament is the opportunity
to interact with the sector
players. 

“I am a teacher, I came from
the classroom but today I
speak to you like an engineer
that is one gain. Again, I have
succeeded in taking my Com-
mittee members around the
country to unearth things like
energy malpractices. Many a
time, the bosses sit in Freetown

and do not know what is hap-
pening in the provincial areas. 

My Committee’s Sessional re-
port captured the challenges
and successes and also made
recommendations to attendees
of our last meeting during
which Mr Speaker advised the
Minister and team to step up
their effort for if they fail to
take care of especially the issue
of electricity theft, the House
will be left with no option
but to pass of vote of no con-
fidence in their leadership.”

A no-confidence vote, the
Chairman said will prompt
the President to relieve the
Ministers or any official from
their duties because of incom-
petence.

A vote of no confidence has
never happened in recent Par-
liamentary history perhaps
this is because the President
has a   constitutional mandate
to hire and fire his appointees

The Parliamentary Energy

Committees tabled it Sessional
report on the table of the
House on 30th July 2020 and
it is already a matter of huge
parliamentary, industry and
public interest.

Hon. Vandy said his Commit-
tee will monitor and advice
the Government on how en-
ergy services could be provided
for citizens across the country,
adding that Minister  Alhaji
Kanja has invited them to in-
tervene by adding pressure on
players for success to be
achieved in the interest of the
people that they are repre-
senting in Parliament.

“We are putting the Ministry
and its line Agencies on their
toes so that whatever they
need to do for adequate deliv-
ery of electricity is done,” Hon.
Vandy assured the masses.

Pushed on what is the Com-
mittee’s rating on the energy
sector in the country at the
moment, Hon. Vandy said that
the Ministry has done ex-
tremely well. 

“If we are looking for a hun-
dred per cent electricity na-
tionwide, you cannot say fifty
per cent, but from what we
inherited and where we are
now in two and half years,
the evacuation capacity has
increased. I would give them
more than seventy per cent
(70%) for this short time, not
for the full five years. They
want to do more. Energy busi-
ness is capital intensive Gov-
ernment may want to do it
but the budget is constrained
and the economy is challeng-
ing. As long as our economy
is challenging, most things
we may want to do, you may
not be able to do. If it is about
the Minister alone, he wants
to light up the whole country
in one year but with the little
resources he has, the Ministry
is managing with the six dis-
tricts headquarter town proj-

ects from the  Government’
coffers and funding is already
available. The Finance Minister
Jacob Jusu Saffa has urged
contractors to submit their
advance payment guarantee
for him to deliver payment of
the first thirty per cent. This
is unprecedented I must say,”
Hon. Vandy said.

The Energy Committee report,
however, did not give any idea
as to the total amount of
money needed to fix the energy
problem in the country.

“We have not done a com-
prehensive survey on that yet
but by and large, we really
need huge chunk of money,”
Hon. Vandy said.

Hon. Vandy said:  “The fixing
of the energy problem cannot
happen overnight. It is going
to be a continuous process.
We cannot fix the energy prob-
lem a hundred per cent in
Sierra Leone in ten years. Of
cause, it cannot be done. Let
nobody fake you, we cannot
fix the problem a hundred per
cent wherein every village and
person a hundred per cent
have access to electricity. We
cannot. Even the bigger
economies cannot fix their en-
ergy problem in this kind of
way,” Hon. Vandy said.

Hon. Vandy, however, pleaded
with his countrymen to bear
with the Government for it is
working around the clock to
solve the country’s energy
woes and promised that as a
Committee they will be re-
lentless because they are rep-
resenting the people. 

He said President Maada Bio
is a man of his words that is
why he is described as ‘Mr.
Talk and Do’ and his Ministers
are emulating him with the
actualization of the Govern-
ments promises, and the en-
ergy sector will not be an ex-
ception.

Continued From Page 6

SieRRA LeoNe: We Can’t Fix the energy
Problem in Ten Years – Hon. Vandy

Alhaji Kanja Sesay, Minister of Energy
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SieRRA LeoNe: MP Urges Pres. Bio to
Take Lead in Fighting Hate Speech 

S
ierra Leone’s President
Julius Maada Bio
must do a lot by be-
ing very clear, unbi-
ased and discipline

with his Sierra Leone Peoples
Party (SLPP) supporters for oth-
ers to emulate him in the fight
against hate and incendiary
speeches, Member of Parliament
(MP)  Honorable Lahai Marah,
representing the main opposi-
tion All Peoples Congress (APC)
party in the Fifth Parliament
of the Second Republic of Sierra
Leone, Falaba District, Con-
stituency 042 told Parliamen-
tary News (PN), in an exclusive
interview. 

Hon. Marah said it is only when
the President and his SLPP offi-
cials lead by example of disci-
plining their supporters that is
when other people will believe
and follow the lead in the war
against hate speech.

Sierra Leone is at the moment
experiencing an unprecedented
scale of hate and incendiary
speeches conveyed mostly
through  Social Media messag-
ing applications such as What-
sapp.  This trend is ever-grow-
ing with even the governing
SLPP  Secretariat coming out
recently to publicly denounce
what it described as its overzeal-
ous supporters. 

Right Groups, Civil Society Or-
ganizations, Religious bodies
including the Security Agencies
(Sierra Leone Police, Office of
National Security, Ministry of
Defence) have all in the last
couple of days and weeks came
out with strong statements
condemning hate and incendiary
speeches unequivocally in fear
of the fact that this might
plunged the country's fragile
but fledgeling peace after a ten-
year brutal civil conflict.

According to Hon. Marah all
of these condemnation efforts

are not that meaningful if  Pres-
ident Julius Maada Bio himself
does not take the leading by
being stringent with his sup-
porters who are hurling hate
speeches on the social network-
ing sites.

The legal regime for hate speech
is carved in the 1965 Public
Order Act which describes it as
sedition with consequential
ramifications for whoever that
is found wanton.

A new occupation has been
found in the faculty of hate
messages with some people,
mostly based in the diaspora
becoming overnight experts in
recording and sharing hate-re-
lated messages against political
parties, tribes and people living
in some regions. The hate speech
agenda has been engendered in
an  ‘us’ versus ‘them’ notion
and these security experts agree
is a threat to the country's na-
tional peace, cohesion and de-
velopment if not abated.

Hon. Marah said that the idea
that to every rule there is an
exception is what is thwarting
the efforts of all and sundry in
curbing hate and explosive
speeches.

“On the 9th of May this year, I
was invited at the Criminal In-
vestigations Department (CID
– a directorate of the Sierra
Leone Police) for what they said
commented that I made on the
Sierra Leone Parliament What-
sapp forum which was shared
by another  MP elsewhere. The
Police acted upon this and in-
vited me at the CID. Because of
the rough way and manner
the Police went to arrest me, I
decided to run away to Waterloo
(in the Western Area Rural Dis-
trict) until the Speaker and
Leadership of Parliament inter-
vened then I showed up and
surrendered myself to the Po-
lice,” Hon. Marah said.

In Hon. Marah’s view, who de-
termines and what constitutes
hate speech is a controversial
issue. He said that the post

which he deemed political was
considered a hate speech after
he criticized President Maada
Bio for calling APC party sup-
porters ‘terrorists.’ 

Such a description, Hon. Marah
said was unnecessary to have
come from the first gentleman
and thus, he juxtaposed the
situation to how a certain tribe
in Rwanda was described to as
cockroaches.

“My post was about the Presi-
dent learning to appreciate all
sides of the political divide and
not brand any political party
of his countrymen as terrorists,”
but this, Hon. Marah said was
misconstrued.

On Tuesday, August 25th, 2020
the ruling  SLPP Secretary Gen-
eral Lawyer Umaru Napoleon
Koroma issued a Public Notice
in which he wrote  among sev-
eral things that, “The party
wishes to distance itself com-
pletely  from hate  speeches
broadcast by some  of its
overzealous  supporters directed
at the APC or some of its mem-
bers in an audio shared on social
media  on Monday 24th August
2020.” 

This Public Notice,  Hon. Marah
registered was triggered by an
atrocious Whatsapp post by a
certain Austin Johnny who is
believed to be one of the ruling
party's grassroots representa-
tives although his name was
not made mentioned in the SLPP

Public  Notice.

“This is very serious, I serve in
the capacity of a sitting Member
of Parliament (MP), as soon
my post was shared, the Police
stormed my house in search of
me, except that I had to take
cover for a while and later gave
myself up. In the case of Austin
Johnny, he came out clearly
with utterances which every
Sierra Leonean can be able to
interpret as a hate speech. This
is an open secret, but we have
seen the Police coming out with
a statement calling for infor-
mation on who is Austin John-
ny. To me, this is an insult to
the Sierra Leonean public and
the Police has shown that they
lack the capacity to handle such
issues,” Hon. Marah said.

He went on to talk about the
politicization of state institu-
tions along party lines adding
that, “is it because I am a mem-
ber of the APC that is why I
was treated in the kind of way
that they did, whereas Austin
Johnny who is not an MP and
has no procedure to be arrested
and yet still, the Police are asking
for information on his identi-
ty.”

Hon. Marah said this is not
only selective justice in the fight
against hate-related speeches
but a highly politically partisan
move with the compromise of
the Police. 

By Melvin Tejan-Mansaray

Sierra Leone’s President Julius Maada Bio 

Continued on Page 15
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enact legislation to the effect.

“Also, Parliament should ensure
that these institutions are up
and running and there  is also
what is referred to as the Col-
lecting Society which is also a
body that is created by the Copy
Rights  Act, 2011. This Collecting
Society has a lot of role to play
in terms of collecting royalties
from artists all over the country
that are used by people. They
monitor and collect royalties
and give to these artists and
some of them will go to Gov-
ernment as income tax so where
these institutions are set up,
they create jobs for the artists
and where young and talented
people know that they have a
job, they will go into that and
be gainfully self-employed which
will reduce the burden on Gov-
ernment with regards to creating
jobs for youth. 

The National Youth Commission
can harness some of these po-
tentials and put them into place.
Like I said, the Government  will
gain in terms of revenue collec-
tion, so Parliament should en-
gage the Government through
the Ministry of Trade  and ensure
that these institutions are put
in place so that intellectual prop-
erty rights can be  protected
and enforced in Sierra Leone.”

The Lawyer and Advocate Hon.
Cuffie, however, pointed out
that he is still an active politician
saying that it is difficult to back
out of party politics once you
have entered into it, the former
APC Lawmaker said. 

“I will continue as a politician,”
he averred underscoring that he
has learnt a lot from politics.

“Generally, politics has taught
me a lot of experiences and I
think experience is the best
teacher in life.  I will patronize
the good attributes that I got
from politics and also learn a
lot of lessons from my own
mistakes and probably inexpe-
rience,” Hon. Cuffie reflected.

On his advocacy on PWDs, Hon.
Lawyer Cuffie said much needs
to be done other than the ratifi-
cation of the UN Convention
and the enactment of the Dis-
ability Act and the setting up of
the Disability Commission.

“I think the Disability Com-
mission must be more proactive
in terms of getting the rights of
disabled people up to speed. We
have the free quality education
going on and apart of school
fees and probably learning ma-
terials for PWDs who can see
but no learning materials are
available for the visually im-

paired and also for the ones
with speech and hearing im-
paired. We would like to see
that the Government put some
money into brail and tactile sys-
tems of learning for the visually
impaired. We would also love
to see sound materials in terms
of hearing aid for the speech
and hearing impaired. Also, re-
garding physical accessibility to
school for wheelchairs and
crouches, this is lacking. I think
the free quality education has
offered a lot in terms of payment
of fees, learning materials but
there is need for more pushing
in this area so that children with
disabilities can get a quality ed-
ucation because the free has al-

ways been there; schools for the
blind and deaf have not been
paying fees. We also wish that
the Government will concentrate
in terms of subvention to special
needs learning institutions like
the Freetown Cheshire Home,
the School for the Blind, and
School for the Deaf. Subventions
have not been coming at the
pace required, so these are issues
I would implore the Government
to look into in terms of the free
quality education,” Hon. Cuffie
said.

He also highlighted areas which
he said that have not been mov-

ing fast in terms of civil rights
adding that “disable people who
are educated need jobs. I think
the Government should put poli-
cies in place especially with re-
gards to the private sector calling
the Government to set the pace
in terms of employing PWDs
which will entice other PWDs
to get educated for they will
know that they will get jobs
and be assets to the nation rather
than liabilities.

“We would like to see a situation
wherein disable persons are taken
off the streets from begging and
create a National Disability Re-
source Center where PWDs can
be able to learn skills and those

pursuing education continue
with it. These are issues that
we are looking at and imploring
the Government to look into
also. The field is open on dis-
ability issues and there is much
to be done and not much is
being done apart from the legal
framework being in place. We
implore the Government to look
into this.

He however also appealed to the
Government to work with Par-
liament on the issue of intellec-
tual property to work with the
relevant state institutions created. 

“Some legal framework are in
place and some are yet to be
put in place because my research
went into the policy, plans and
objectives of the Government
some of which have been
achieved in the form of the Copy
Rights Act, the Patent and In-
dustrial Design Act, the Trade
Mark Act, there are a lot of
Acts, also which are in line pur-
suant to Government policy
which are to be put in place.
We implore the Government to
work and bring those policies
in place and we want the Min-
istry of Trade to be very much
proactive. 

Review the Standards Act which
creates the Sierra Leone Stan-
dards Bureau to complement
the contemporary effort with
regards to the Consumer Pro-
tection Act, 2020 which has
been passed. 

These are laws which are very
good and they are contemporary
issues which are raised but we
would want most importantly
the Government to set up the
institutions like the Office of
the Registrar of Intellectual Prop-
erty, the Collecting Society of
Sierra Leone and lately, the Na-
tional Consumer Protection
Commission. 

These are institutions which are
all corollary to intellectual prop-
erty right protection and that
of the free trade which the coun-
try practices. So we implore the
Government to set up these in-
stitutions as fast as possible,”
Hon. Cuffie said.
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SieRRA LeoNe: Former MP Dilates on Life after
Parliament, Disability and intellectual Property issues
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tion to pay the female players.
We appreciate and are happy
with the news that the Govern-
ment has paid off these arrears
owed to the female players. This
is how things ought to be; people
must benefit from their labour." 

He said that although the female
national football team did not
win laurels, the fact that it was
Sierra Leone that hosted and the
team participated, it means
recognition for the country glob-
ally.

Hon. Alu-Conteh said the new
policy providing two thousand
dollars as match play bonus will
attract more athletes to put more
effort and seriousness into their
various sporting disciplines and
upcoming competitions.

“If the athletes go and participate
and are not motivated to play
very well, then it will be difficult
for us to have laurels but where
they are going to a competition
and are aware that two thousand
dollars is waiting for them as
match bonus, I bet you, by the
next competitions that we will
be participating,   we will begin
to perform very well. The
amount of two thousand dollars
will inspire our players to do
well in all competitions that they
will be participating,” Hon. Alu-
Conteh said.

Sierra Leone is a country that is
grappling with double-digit in-
flation, unstable foreign exchange
rate and market price instability,
but Hon. Alu-Conteh said two
thousand dollars can still make
a difference even if it not enough. 

"Two thousand dollars as match
bonus might not be enough but
it is a starting point. In life,
everything that you do must
have a starting point, if we start
from two thousand maybe by
next year, if the Government
makes more money it might go
to three thousand dollars and
upwards. We should appreciate
these moves by the government,”
the main opposition APC Legis-
lator, Hon. Alu-Conteh said.

Sports Minister Mohamed Nye-
lenkeh said the delay in the pay-
ment of the female players was
as a result of the drawing up of
the policy framework on match
bonuses which has now been
established. Hon. Alu-Conteh
evaded commenting on the sub-
stance of the excuse being ad-
vanced noting that the delay
caused sufferings to the female
players.

On the big elephant in the room,
the impact of COVID-19 on
sports in Sierra Leone, Hon. Alu-
Conteh said it has seriously and
badly affected it.

“Before COVID-19, people were
getting their living from sports.
Most young people for example
soccer players playing for the
premier league and other clubs
were getting their earnings and
livelihoods from the game. They
had no other source of income.
I have been Secretary-General of
one of the premier league clubs,
Mighty Blackpool, so I know
what I am saying. So with the
impact of COVID-19 on sports,
it means it has affected the
sportsmen and women so badly.
No matter how much tips an
Executive Officer gives to a player
or as we are seeing the FA giving
out some little amount of money,
it cannot equate to what they
have been getting officially.
COVID-19 has affected the sport-
ing sector in a very serious way,”
Hon. Alu-Conteh said.

Proffering a recommendation on
how the impact of COVID-19
on sports can be cushioned, Hon.
Alu-Conteh said: “My recom-
mendation to the Government
and its partners is that they call
all stakeholders and industry
players to see how sports could
resume once again.  This is be-
cause we must start from some-
where until sports regain it lost
flavour that everybody is ex-
pecting. If we continue to sit
back like that the young ones
will continue to suffer.” 

He further explained that the
country is slated for several
qualifiers and if it does not start
to prepare now, it will be very
difficult to qualify for the next
nation’s cup.

“Already we have lost a number
of football qualifying games, so
it will affect us if we do not
start the sports now. Let us try
to see how people will comply
to the COVID-19 measures and
at the same time allow the sports
(soccer, boxing, cricket, etc) to
restart play. If the first world is
to be used as a case study, then
we must thank God for Sierra
Leone because COVID-19 has
not affected us in the kind of
magnitude as in other countries.
I think it is timely and necessary
for us to resume sporting activ-
ities,” Hon-Alu Conteh said,
adding that,  "We cannot say
because COVID-19  is affecting
other countries that have put a
total stop, so  we as a country
that is not that badly affected
should put sports to a stop.”

He, however, acknowledged the
efforts of the Government in
the fight against COVID-19
which he described as a killer
disease, appealing that:  “Please
let us start sports from some-
where then we can reach the
level, maybe, by next year to
the peak where everybody is ex-
pecting sports to be.”

Hon. Alu-Conteh also implored
the general public to believe that

COVID-19 is real and that they
take precautions being put out
by the medical experts. He also
urged particularly the athletes
and administrators to know that
COVID-19 is real noting, “If we
are to resume sports, let us take
all necessary precautions. Indeed,
it would not be favourable as it
used to be because we may start
sports with empty stadiums,
that is a challenge that we will
have to take up. The stadiums
will be empty for a start. Players
will not start receiving what
they use to be receiving from
their clubs. It will start small
but we will get there. Let us
start now.”

The Sports Oversight Committee
Chairman closed the interview
with an appeal calling for the
face-lifting of existing sporting
facilities across the countries
which are almost turning into
an eyesore.

“Let us clean and upgrade our
facilities. I was at the National
Stadium one of these days, like
every abandoned place, it is easy
to be dilapidated. Let us try and
clean the tattered tracks, fix up
the toilets so that when we start,
we will not have any cause to
start complaining about,” Hon.
Alu-Conteh said.

Sports Minister Mohamed Nyelenkeh 

SieRRA LeoNe: it is necessary for us to
Resume Sporting Activities – Hon. Alu-Conteh

Continued From Page 3
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D
espite the Fifth (Third
Session) Parliament of
the Second Republic of
Sierra Leone still being
on recess, the business

of Parliamentary Oversight Com-
mittees (POCs) have been buoyant
especially in the last two closing
weeks of August 2020.

A good number of Members of Par-
liament (MPs) have dedicated what
is supposed to be their time off duty
or for a vacation to look at pressing
national issues while a few others
are in their constituencies cementing
their social contractor with con-
stituents. Some other MPs have been
abroad too, attending to family,
medical or some personal affairs.

The Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
in the period under review had ex-
tensive public hearings with officials
of Ministries, Department and Agen-
cies (MDAs) with regards to the Au-
ditor General’s 2017 Audit Report.
Musa Fulla Clerk PAC said: “We have
not done much yet. It is only few
MDAs (Immigration Department,
Environment Protection Agency
(EPA), Ministry of Development on
the SDGs, etc) we have handled and
it is on the Auditor Generals’  Per-
formance Audit report for the periods
2017– 2020. We have held public
hearings with Electricity Distribution
and Supply Authority (EDSA). We
are also trying to look at the Ministry
of Health under a certain component
of Waste Management, but we could
not see them because we had no
quorum on that day, we stood the
witnesses down. I think we are still
on point from a parliamentary stand-
point. Mind you, the COVID-19 has
been causing hindrances, had it not
been for this outbreak, most of these
issues could have been addressed. I
think we are okay and on point.” 

The Parliamentary Oversight Com-
mittee (POC) on Water Resources
also had a series of meetings with
representatives of bottling and sachet
water companies including their reg-
ulators, Standard Bureau, etc. Hon.
Lahai Marah Chairman of the Com-
mittee said that the Committee has
put a halt on their probings to give
witnesses a two months grace period
for all the companies to have the
right water testing facilities to be
installed among other things, failing
which, he said tougher actions will
be taking. It was nonetheless un-
covered that majority of the water
companies probed had issues with
not having the correct water testing
facilities and are expected to return
with this resounding issue being
unresolved.

It was also in the period under
review that Honorable Paran
Tarawally Clerk of Sierra Leone Par-
liament told Parliamentary News
(PN) that a media report suggesting
that the House is in receipt of a cer-
tain legislation that seeks to amend
the term limit for the President and

MPs from five years to seven years
is not true. “There is no such docu-
ment before me. This media report
is untrue,” Hon. Paran said. 

The POC on Energy in the last week
of August 2020, held an august
meeting with the Minister of Energy
Alhaji Kanja Sesay, top officials of
his Ministry, the Electricity Distri-
bution and Supply Authority (EDSA)
and Electricity Generation and Trans-
mission Company (EGTC). In a rare
occasion, House Speaker Hon. Dr
Abass Chernor Bundu and House

Leader of Government Business Hon.
Mathew S. Nyuma attended this
Committee meeting at the Adminis-
trative Building of the Sierra Leone
Parliament, O.A.U Drive, Tower Hill,
Freetown. The bottom line remains
that Parliament is displeased with
the country’s epileptic power supply
prompting the Leadership of the
House to sound a note of caution to
the Energy Ministry officials, warn-
ing them that if they fail to address
the issue of electricity theft among
a plethora of other things swiftly
and urgently, the House will be left
with no option but to declare a vote
of no confidence in the officials.
Hon. Kekura C. Vandy Chairman
POC on Energy said that even if all
the resources are available (which
are scarce), the country’s electricity
woes cannot be salvage in ten years
adding that a vote of no confidence
will mean the sacking of the officials.
However, precedent remains to be
seen where the Parliament of Sierra
Leone can declare a vote of no con-
fidence on an official of the Executive
arm of the Government and it is
enforced by the Executive.

Of noteworthiness, Hon. Alusine
Kainde Alu-Conteh, Chairman POC
on Sports told PN that it is now
timely and necessary for the Gov-
ernment to resume all sporting ac-
tivities in the country. He said athletes
and administrators have been seri-
ously hit by the COVID-19 but the
country cannot afford to wait in-
definitely when other countries that
are even worst hit by COVID-19
have resume sports. This appeal was
largely welcomed by many sector
players including the general pub-
lic.

Chairman POC on Lands and Coun-
try Planning Hon. Quinton Sallia
Konneh said that the Ministry of
Lands did not involve Parliament in
its recent policy review engagement
in the Southern City of Bo. The
Chairman said it is for this and sev-
eral problematic reasons that the
Committee will be summoning the
Minister Dr Denis Sandy in the first
week of September 2020.

Friday 28th August 2020 was kind
of hectic with two key POCs holding
separate meetings. 

The POC on Mines and Mineral Re-
sources held two (Thursday and Fri-
day) separate meetings with the
Minister of Mines Timothy Kabba
and the Director-General National
Minerals Agencies (NMA). Hon. Saa
Emerson Lamina Chairman POC on
Mines and Mineral Resources told
PN that: “We had comprehensive
meetings that ended well. First, it
was with the Minister and on Friday

with the NMA. The crux of the
matter was a familiarization but
during the familiarization, the NMA
Director-General was quizzed about
his challenges and successes. We in-
formed them about our mandate as
enshrined in Section No. 93.3 of the
national constitution which gives
us the power to investigate, examine
and enquire into activities of MDAs
including the NMA and we called
on them to be open and transparent
with Parliament." Both the Ministry
and NMA, however, spoke about
the stalemate around SL Mining
Company, delay in payment of
DACDF to Paramount Chiefs and
various Councils. The Committee
was however inundated with a bulky
document for which they had to
adjourn for a site visit at the NMA
in particular.  The meeting ended
well, Hon Lamina said, underscoring
that the Minister assured Parliament
of putting the country’s mining in-
terest above every other thing and
attract the necessary needed re-
sources, rekindling and rebranding
the Ministry and sector. Collaboration
and cooperation between the Mines
Ministry and the NMA have been a
talking point but the Minister prom-
ised to collaborate debunking as-
sumptions that there is a cold war
going on between the Ministry and
the Agency.

Separately, the POC on Information
and Communications held its first
series of third session meetings.  “Our
meetings were about dealing with
the financial status of MDAs, their
successes for the periods 2019 to
2020. We had Sierra Leone Postal
Service (SALPOST) and the Inde-
pendent Media Commission (IMC)
on Thursday. We did not actually
probe into Sierratel but we had them
faced us and I stood them down.
For now, we have dealt with SAL-
POST and IMC, in our two days
meeting. I think the most significant
highlight on our meetings is that
we are concerned about the MDAs
successes since they have been pro-
vided with budgetary allocation for
the financial year to execute pro-
grammes and activities. More so,
most of the MDAs are income-gen-
erating institutions (Sierratel, NAT-
COM and SALCAB) but others like
IMC, etc,  depends on Government
for subventions. They expressed that
they have constraints and challenges
which we promised to push as a
Committee in helping them to get
the required support to be able to
roll out their programmes. Our focus
as a Committee is to ensure that the
MDAs succeed which will, in turn,
be a success for the nation," Hon.
Boston Munda, Chairman POC on
Information and Communications
told PN.
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Water Resources Committee at work

By Melvin Tejan-Mansaray

The Last Two Closing Weeks Of August 2020
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SieRRA LeoNe: MP Urges Pres. Bio to
Take Lead in Fighting Hate Speech 

Hon. Marah said that he does
not think the post for which
he was detained at the CID was
tantamount to hate speech be-
cause he has a role as an oppo-
sition Lawmaker to hold the
Government accountable for
its actions and inactions. 

He said: “As MP, I must be crit-
ical of the Government.  I must
oppose the Government where
necessary. That is why they
call us an opposition. I have
the sole right to argue on the

presidential address, it is not
hate speech for calling on the
President not to call a certain
section of his people terrorists
as this may lead to genocide. I
do not think this is bad or
characterizes hate speech at all.”

It is clear that what constitutes
hate speech and who determines
it is in itself a complex issue.
One observer likens it to Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his de-
piction of whom or what is
fake news.

Hon. Marah said Parliament
may have a role in crafting

out a special law to address
this issue of hate speech and
this he said might be done
through a Government or a
Private Member’s motion, sug-
gesting that: “ The Police must
come out with sincerity  and
honesty in not taking sides and
ensure that certain happenings
around the country  must stop
or else it will continue  to hap-
pen.”

“If the people see that they need
not to trust the Police and public
confidence is at lowest esteem
for also the judiciary, they will
revert to the use of other means
and these means are inimical
to the peace and progress of
the country,” Hon. Marah said.

The political willingness on the
part of the Governing SLPP was
also largely questioned by Hon.
Marah, noting that: “The SLPP
themselves have been condoning
this situation many a time; if
we can take our minds back,
the Governance Transitional
Team (GTT) report after the
2018 general elections tagged
some people as ‘ayampies’ or
thieves, names and region of
northerners were mentioned,
etc. To me, all of this hovers
around hate speech. If the Pres-
ident has described the main
opposition party as a bunch of
thieves and crooks – these are
words that need not to come
out of the mouth of the Presi-
dent. If we are really serious to
fight against hate speech in
Sierra Leone, officials of the
current Government must
make sure that they control
some of their utterances.”

Hon. Mohamed Bangura for-
mer Minister of Information
and Communications, APC par-
ty MP for Karene District  ap-
plauds the action of the Gov-
ernment to outrightly condemn
hate speech being circulated by
its supporters, but added  that
"I hope the spirit of the letters
of this notice are not just su-
perficial but substantial.” 

He, however, called on his APC
party to “immediately and un-

reservedly borrow a leaf from
the SLPP by stoutly condemning
its own supporters for preach-
ing hate, political tension and
strife unequivocally…” This
call is yet to be heeded and the
APC seem desperate to score a
political point on the issue it
holds with a grudge.

Hon. Marah said the truth is
that the APC has been very
magnanimous and liberal in
handling this issue. 

“Mind you, the APC is in op-
position. We have been to the
Judiciary in countless number
of occasions for us to pray for
justice but these matters have
not been looked into. The Gov-
erning SLPP reduced our num-
ber of our MPs, they have beat-
en some of our supporters but
still, we continue to keep the
peace and work within the con-
fines of the law. Had it been
any other country where the
opposition is very strong, it
could have led to chaos but the
APC has been waiting for the
Judiciary to work independ-
ently,” Hon. Marah said.

Proffering a solution to the
issue of hate speech, Hon.
Marah said that: “In curbing
hate speech,  the Police must
act independently. This is very
key. Of course, the same is
the suggestion to the Judiciary
although they can never be in-
dependent; similar to Parliament
where it is the President that
appoints the Clerk.” 

He said in all of these, the Ex-
ecutive arm of the Government
through the Internal Affairs,
Defence and other Ministries
must do more but this must
first start with the President of
the Country.

“President Maada Bio needs to
do a lot on the subject of hate
speech. He needs to come out
clearly. He needs to be unbiased.
He needs to start to discipline
his own SLPP supporters and
when we see such an example,
then we all will follow suit,"
Hon. Lahai Marah said. 

Honorable Lahai Marah, representing the main opposition All Peoples Congress

(APC) party in the Fifth Parliament of the Second Republic of Sierra Leone, Falaba

District, Constituency 042 
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