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Finance

S
ierra Leone's first ever
and only female Inde-
pendent Member of Par-
liament (MP), Honorable
Emilia Lolloh Tongi, rep-

resenting constituency 001,
Kailahun District, Eastern Province
has said that she does not think
Members of Parliament (MPs) have
the financial and material capacity
to undertake a rigorous coronavirus
disease ( COVID-19)  campaign in
their various constituencies across
the country.

Honorable Emilia Lolloh Tongi was
speaking on  the level of compliance
with the COVID-19 preventive
measures in   the border commu-
nities of Kissi Teng, Kissi Tongi and
Kissi Kama in the  Kailahun District,
which  shares territorial boundaries
with   Guinea, Conakry in the West
and Monrovia Liberia in the eastern
frontiers and the Mano River Union
(MRU). 

Sierra Leone has a good number of
official border crossing points plus
a plethora of porous and unmanned
border crossings which posses a
serious challenge in stemming the
movement of people thereby mak-
ing the security of these commu-
nities vulnerable to the   spread of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Hon. Tongi said that she had to
step in to make sure  that the in-
terdistrict and border closure meas-
ures are  maintained.

"My constituency is on the border-
line with Liberia and Guinea, we
have actually been friends, we are
brothers and sisters but for the
fact that COVID-19 is existing, we
have to stop that brotherly rela-
tionship for now and  save the
lives of  each other by letting them
stay in their countries and us in
ours as well, " Hon. Tongi said.

She said during the advent of the
COVID-19 pandemic in Sierra Leone
(31st March, 2020), things were
not well established and people
were still doing their businesses
and cross border trading which she
had to intervened into  by telling
them that COVID-19 is around
and  is worst than the second world
war and Ebola, a disease that seri-
ously affected Guinea, Liberia and
Sierra Leone in the year 2014. She
said COVID-19 is a cold bullet that
enters one's system and kill and a
lot of the people never took it
serious as they were doing busi-
nesses as usual.

Some two weeks ago, the Parlia-
mentary oversight Committee on
Defence undertook an assessment
visit to border areas to have a first
hand look at the level of security
at the country's border entry points.

The findings of the Defence Com-
mittee were not palatable, Hon.
Afiju Kanja representing Kenema
District and also doubles as  the
Defence Committee Chairman said.

He said they discovered millions
worth of businesses just by the
seaside waiting to be ferried over
to Guinea, Conakry, in  violation
of the border closure measure an-
nounced some months ago by the
Government of Sierra Leone.

"When I heard about the situation
from my colleague MPs, I went
there myself and spoke to the people
in our mother tongue. I told them
the dangers of such engagements
on COVID-19 but they never took
it very seriously," She said, stating
that the situation prompted her to
lodge an official complaint  to the
Secretary in the Vice President Dr.
Mohamed Juldeh Jalloh's office.

The Vice President is the Chairman
of the Sierra Leone  Police Council
and directly supervises the Sierra
Leone Police Force.

She said upon receipt of her com-
plaint  of cross border trading ac-
tivities, soldiers were dispatched
and deployed at the area to stop
the coming in and going out of
people between the three countries.

Due to swift intervention by the
Vice President's office, the MP said
she personally wrote an official let-
ter thanking the Presidency for the
action  and measures taken to put
the situation under control.

She said,  it was probable that
things were to be  taken seriously

had she not intervened by officially
notifying the Vice President about
the security lapses in the border
area.

Until two weeks ago, Kailahun Dis-
trict recorded no confirmed positive
case of the coronavirus but as at
now, it has recorded six confirmed
positive coronavirus confirmed cas-
es.

Statistically, Sierra Leone is having
a growing number of new cases
and increasing number of deaths
as compared to her neighbours,
making the situation of the pan-
demic worrisome for the Govern-
ment, citizens and among the MRU
countries. 

" I think may be or may be not,
my letter and intervention gave
strength to authorities to take the
COVID-19 outbreak seriously in
the area," Hon. Tongi  said.

Responding to a question on how
robust has the Sierra Leone Parlia-
ment been with the coronavirus
pandemic, Hon. Emilia said, " well,
I think we have been robust but
we are doing our own things pri-
vately out of our own resources;
buying buckets, soap, buying air-
time at radio stations to educate
the people, and so on and so fort."

She said as the people's  represen-
tatives they have been doing a lot
of work, being on the ground,
talking to the people, insisting and
persisting so that the people can
understand the dangers of the
COVID-19. 

She said, " some of the people really
do not know, some of them do not
even believe if COVID-19 is real."

Unlike in the period of the Ebola
outbreak when the Government
provided MPs  with funds to embark
on massive sensitization and aware-
ness raising in their constituencies,
things have been quite different
with the   COVID-19 pandemic
with MPs only being given a two
weeks break to lead the COVID-19
campaign across  the one hundred
and forty six constituencies in the
country.

Are the current crop of MPs having
the funding and logistical capacity
to mount and intensive COVID-19
campaign in their constituencies,
Hon. Tongi do not think so. "Well,
financially and materially I do not
think MPs have the capacity, we
are trying to do our best but  the
best we can do is to talk to our

people, sensitize them and tell them
that we are there as their eyes and
hears," Hon. Tongi said. She said
the people listen more when their
elected representatives take the
COVID-19 messages to them but
insisted that this should be done
constantly and continuously with
other assistance of 'sunakati' as
some of  the people observe the
holy month of Ramadan.

There has been political tension be-
tween the main opposition APC
party  and the Government with
several arrests and detentions of
high profile politicians. Hon. Emilia
feels this is not helping the COVID-
19 campaign and making the at-
mosphere less conductive to prevent
the spread of COVID-19 in the
country and to her neighbours.

" A lot has to been done in quelling
the rising political tension in the
country, " She said, noting that
there is a need for another lockdown
citing that Europe did it for two
and more months. 

Hon. Emilia said: "If we can really
close down the country for at least
one week or at most two weeks
completely, then we will actually
fight and end this pandemic."

There has been divided opinions on
the need for a lengthier lockdown
in Sierra Leone but this has been a
debate revolving around the pro-
tection of  lives versus livelihoods,
as many Sierra Leoneans live sub-
sistence lifestyle of earn to mouth.
Hon. Tongi asked, " so are people
preferring death to that of a lock-
down, let us compare, you die or
stay in the House for a week or
two and live."

She nonetheless said that the State
of Emergency that was declared by
President Julius Maada Bio some
close to two months ago  is not ef-
fective at all with the partial curfew
and interdistrict lockdown being
compromised for money by some
unscrupulous  officials. She pre-
dicted that "people will fall dead on
the streets like that if we do not
take the situation seriously, prob-
ably we are saying our last words,
honestly."
By May 18th , 2020, Sierra Leone's
Ministry of Information and Com-
munication COVID-19 Update re-
ported a total of 519 cumulative
confirm positive cases, 33 deaths
(highest in the Mano River Union),
14 active new cases,338 in isolation
centers, 148 recoveries, 2,111 in
quarantine and 2,532 discharge
from quarantine.

By Melvin Tejan Mansaray,

SIERRA LEONE

SIERRA LEONE: MPs Lack Financial And Material
Capacity To Fight COVID-19 - Hon. Emilia L. Tongi

Honorable Emilia Lolloh Tongi
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Health

T
he Second Deputy
Speaker and Mem-
ber of Parliament
(MP) for Nadowli-
Kaleo, Mr. Alban

Bagbin  has tasked government
to not only tackle the Corona
Virus Disease but must strive
to identify the opportunities
embedded in the handling of
the virus in the country. 

Taking his turn to comment on
a briefing on the pandemic from
the Health Minister, Mr. Kwaku
Agyeman Manu to the house
on Tuesday, the minority law-
maker said it is not enough to
provide relief arrangements to
citizens and subsidize services
but the pandemic should be able
to accelerate development in
some areas. 

“It’s not just the Ghc600M to
try and support the small to
medium scale businesses but in
governance, there are a number
of institutions that need to be
supported by government now.
Particularly the health sector,

the utilities. It’s not just for
government to subsidize utilities
but also, what is government
doing to invest in those utilities
so that in future, we don’t even
need to come and say that gov-
ernment will subsidize the con-
sumption of its people because
of the current situation of its

people where we are not earning
anymore income”  he advised.  

The lawmaker also intimated
the need for government to pro-
vide information on all its areas
of investment in relation to the
COVID-19 to enable the country
track how far it has come and
how much more work needs
to be done. 

“It is important for us to get
information in the areas that
government is investing because
in critical junctures such as this,
it depends on how a society or
a country positions itself that
determines whether you will
benefit in future. 

History has taught us that since
the 1346 AD outbreak of the
demonic plague, coming to the
1918/1919 influenza, the coun-
tries that focused on the op-
portunities that ended up grow-
ing and doing better. So it is
important for us to be informed
as to how government is taking
the opportunities along with
what they are doing to at least
overcome the challenges we are

facing as a country” he indi-
cated.

He also bemoaned the ignorance
of many citizens about issues
relating to the virus, stressing
the need for the intensification
of public education on the pan-
demic. Mr. Bagbin said many
citizens still live with the flawed
notion that the virus only affects
the western world since it orig-
inated from a foreign country. 

He intimated that several others
do not believe in the existence
of the pandemic in the world
while others do not adhere to
safety protocols laid down both
nationally and internationally.
“Mr. Speaker, it is still not down
there. People don’t understand.
They think that it is a White-
man’s disease.  In fact I called
some people in the Bono region
and that was what they said. 

They said there is some disease
coming from Europe and it’s
going to affect only the big peo-
ple. And so we need to up our
game in educating our people
about CoVId-19. 

We need to invest a lot in public
education. There are still a lot
of places in the country where
they don’t believe that there is
still COVId-19”

The lawmaker also said it is
not enough to put out figures
of recovered people and the fa-
talities without backing them
with pictures and videos from
the hospitals and isolation cen-
ters. “The important thing is
that the people that we are lead-
ing, the want to see. 

In fact I want to see on TV
some evidence of death, admis-
sions. Because when you state
that these number of people are
dead but they have not seen
anything like that, I believe that
you have to apply the various
strategies and measures accord-
ing to the situation and the
people you are leading.” He said. 

GHANA: COVID-19: GOV’T MUST SPOT

OPPORTUNITIES IN PANDEMIC-BAGBIN

Second Deputy Speaker and MP for Nadowli-Kaleo, Hon. Alban Bagbin

By: Emmanuella Dadugblor,

GHANA

“Mr. Speaker, it is still not down there.

People don’t understand. They think that

it is a Whiteman’s disease.  In fact I called

some people in the Bono region and that

was what they said. They said there is

some disease coming from Europe and it’s

going to affect only the big people. And so

we need to up our game in educating our

people about CoVId-19. We need to invest

a lot in public education. 
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S
upreme Court Judge,
Emmanuel Yoni Ku-
lendi has underscored
the need for the
country to invest in

the judicial system to make it
robust enough to properly take
on the judicial matters in the
country. Taking his turn before
the Appointments Committee
of Parliament during his vetting,
the astute lawyer said it is im-
portant that the country takes
the financial independence of
judges seriously to prevent
them from venturing into other
sources of income which might
compromise their work. His
call was in response to  a ques-
tion asked by  a member of the
committee and Member of Par-
liament for Asawase, Hon Mo-
hammed –Mubarak Muntaka
about the need for a clear cut
arrangement for judges to en-
able them to earn additional
income.   Yoni Kulendi said it is
important for the country to
have a national conversation
on how the business of the
people is looked after.  “Judges
should not have the need to go
into the market place to do

business or engage in other ac-
tivity in order to supplement
their income. We need to take
the terms of the constitution
relating to the financial inde-
pendence of judges seriously,
give judges the financial au-
tonomy that they need; the
Chief Justice should have
enough money to be able to
hire the best lawyers” he said. 

The private legal practitioner
also indicated that this, if not
done, will leave some judges
within the judicial system poor
in their bid to stand by the
good tenets of a justice system.
“if we don’t take that business
seriously, we are going to have
some people who are so wired
that by their values, beliefs and
all of that, they will die poor
than compromise.”

Responding to another question
about the how well law and
order is doing in the country,
the judge of the apex Court
said the professional training
of policemen need to be taken
a bit more seriously as it is the
bed rock of their work. He in-
dicated that it is importance
for the police service to eschew
all forms of bribery that seem

to bedevil their activities, leaving
room for corruption and the
abuse of their powers.  “Their
training has to be taken a lot
more seriously, the culture of
petty bribery and corruption
which undermines profession-
alism has to go away. We have
drunk policemen on duty. There
is an unaccountable use of peo-
ple’s power and our resources.

We still need to up our game
for country and people”

Justice Kuledi also bemoaned
the poor financial conditions
of lawyers which he attributed
to the long nature of Ghana’s
prosecution system. He said
most lawyers tend to spend so
much resource on cases as a
result of the long years of pros-
ecutions. “One of the reasons

lawyers in Ghana are poor is
because you have one case and
you’ve been prosecuting the
case for 3 to 5 years. You take
the amount of money the client
has paid; divide it by the num-
ber of times the lawyer has to
go to court. So the lawyer then
tends to prey on the client” 

He also called for the abolishing
of the death penalty in the
country’s books. 

Emmanuel Yoni Kulendi is the
Managing Partner of his law
firm Kulendi@Law, a commer-
cial, litigation, and constitu-
tional law practice. He was an
associate barrister and solicitor
at the well-known Akufo-Addo,
Prempeh & Co. Justice Kulendi
is a graduate of the Faculty of
Law at the University of Ghana,
Legon, with an LLB Honors. 

He completed his law degree at
the Ghana School of Law, after
which he was called to the
Ghanaian Bar.

He is a member of the Ghana
Bar Association and holds an
MA in international security
and civil-military relations from
the Naval Postgraduate School
in Monterey, California, USA.
He is one of four justices being
vetted to replace Justices on
the Apex Court bench who are
due for retirement. President
Akufo-Addo, in March 2020,
submitted to parliament, the
names of four persons to be
considered for appointment to
the Supreme Court bench. The
four are; Justice Clemence Jack-
son Honyenuga, Justice Issifu
Tanko Amadu, Yoni Kulendi
and Prof. Henrietta Mensa-Bon-
su whose nominations have
been  have all been approved
by parliament.

Mr. Kulendi brings to the bench,
26 years of experience in active
law practice. 

GHANA: Appointments Committee
Vetting; Justice Kulendi Underscores 
Investment In Judicial System

By: Emmanuella Dadugblor

Supreme Court Judge Nominee, Emmanuel Yoni Kulendi

Legal & Human Rights

“Judges should not

have the need to go
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to do business or

engage in other

activity in order to
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take the terms of the

constitution relating

to the financial

independence of
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give judges the

financial autonomy

that they need; the

Chief Justice should

have enough money

to be able to hire the

best lawyers”
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Gender, Children & Social Welfare'

T
he circumstances
which led to the
death of a student
who was allegedly
forced to donate two

pints of blood in an exercise to
replenish the National Blood Bank
is still unknown to Parliament
since the joint committee set up
by the Parliament of Ghana to
investigate the cause of death is
yet to produce the report.

The Speaker of Ghana’s Parlia-
ment, Professor Aaron Michael
Oquaye had to set up the joint
committee made up of the Con-
stitutional, Legal and Parliamen-
tary Affairs; Gender and Children;
and Health committees to inves-
tigate the unfortunate incident
allegedly involving minors in a
blood donation exercise brought
to the attention of the House by
the Effutu MP and report back
to the House in two weeks for
the appropriate actions to be tak-
en. 

However, our checks from the
leadership of the committees in-
volved indicate that a meeting is
yet to be convened on the issue
even though the two weeks win-
dow given, has long elapsed. The
explanation given for the delay
was that, due to the difficulties
and pressure imposed on Parlia-
ment in the wake of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the joint committee
has not been able to convene
their meetings as expected.

The Member of Parliament for
the Effutu Constituency in the
Central Region of Ghana, Alexan-
der Afenyo-Markin, in a state-
ment delivered on the Floor of
Parliament on Friday, March 13,
2020, drew the attention of the
House to the sad incident which
allegedly occurred at the Adjen-
Kotoku Senior High School in
the Ga West Municipality of the
Greater Accra region. 

According to him, the blood do-
nation exercise which was su-
pervised by the National Blood
Service at the said school on Feb-
ruary 26, 2020 led to the death
of the boy with several of his
colleagues hospitalized since most
of them who are minors, fell
below the required age for blood
donation. According to experts,
the appropriate age ranges be-
tween 17 to 60 years. 

He noted that his attention was
initially drawn to the issue in a
Midday news item aired by Peace
FM on March 5, 2020 which
further reported that some of
the students who were reluctant
to participating in the exercise
were however coerced by school
authorities to do so.

The Effutu MP therefore called
for, “an urgent investigations to
be conducted into this matter to
bring to book all persons found
culpable. 2. Criminal charges be
brought against the staff of the
National Blood Service and au-
thorities of the school under
whose supervision this unfor-
tunate incident occurred.”

Speaker Mike Oquaye’s directive
then followed recommendations
made by some Members of Par-
liament in their contribution to
the statement, that punitive ac-
tions be taken against those who
failed to ensure that the right

protocols and procedures were
followed to prevent any such
casualties in a blood donation
exercise. 

The Member of Parliament for
Pusiga, Laadi Ayii Ayamba, said,
“Mr. Speaker, I am wondering
why all the precautionary meas-
ures that are supposed to have
been put in place, maybe I should
say, have not been put in place…
It means that there was no test-
ing and ensuring that some kind
of clarification or concern of par-
ents was sought before even the
donation of blood have been
done.”

The MP for Affiduase/Asokore,
Dr. Nana Ayew Afriyie on his
part indicated that, “It was an
error in judgment in allowing
the young gentleman to go and
participate in this blood donation
exercise. Mr. Speaker, all over
the world it is agreed that persons
below the ages of 17 are not al-
lowed to donate blood…I basi-
cally don’t understand why a
very distinguished institution
such as the National Blood Do-
nation Center, if they are part of
such a process this should hap-
pen. I think that people must be
called to answer for this.”
Dr. Zanator Rawlings, the MP
for Klortey Korley observed that,
“Mr. Speaker, our children deserve
more and they should not be
the ones carrying the burden of

blood donation in this country.
Granted that the youth carry
the majority with regards to
population, but certainly the
adults should play their role in
making donations.”

The MP for Dome Kwabenya
and Deputy Majority Leader, Sara
Adwo Safo, said it was legally
and fundamentally wrong for
children to be forced to do things
against their will and therefore
called on the maker of the state-
ment who is also a practicing
lawyer, to consider taking the
case on a pro-bono bases for a
legal action against the institu-
tions involved.

The Deputy Majority Leader also
advocated for the boy to be given
a befitting state burial for sacri-
ficing his life to save another
person’s life.

“Compensation have to be given
indeed and we have to give this
child a befitting burial. I will ad-
vocate for a state burial for this
child because he died giving blood
in order to save a life,” she said.

Before the Speaker, Professor
Michael Oquaye, gave the direc-
tive for the committee to be set
up, he indicated that this should
be a wakeup call on Parliament
to activate the Private Members
Bill to fill in the gaps.

Ghana’s Parliament

Ghana: Death of a Minor Forced to Donate
Blood to Replenish National Blood Bank

Yet to Get Parliamentary Attention 
By Clement Akoloh  

Member of Parliament for the Effutu

Constituency, Alexander Afenyo-Markin

drew the attention of the House

to the sad incident 
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General News

V
eteran Law
P r o f e s s o r
Henrietta Joy
Mensa- Bon-
su has noted

that the state could use some
of its powers to protect cit-
izens when there is a public
health emergency.

However, “it is important
that those who are given
Executives powers exercise
the powers with this appre-
ciation of proportionality,”
she added.

She admitted that Ghanaians
are living in difficult times
through the COVID-19 pan-
demic and some of those
powers could be evoked for
the protection of Ghanaians.

Appearing before the Ap-
pointments Committee of
Parliament in Accra, to be
vetted for the position on

the Supreme Court, the apex
court of Ghana, the veteran
law don expected that the
government would apply
proportionality in tackling

the crisis.

President Nana Addo
Dankwa Akufo-Addo last
March nominated the law
teacher, who is also the Pres-
ident of the Ghana Academy
of Arts and Sciences, together
with three others, to replace
some jurists on the highest
court who would retire soon
from the bench.

At the vetting, a member of
the Committee wanted to
know from the nominee if
it would not occur that the
government could use E.I.
63 to abuse the rights of
Ghanaians.

Prof. Mensah-Bonsu ad-
mitted that Ghanaians were
living in difficult times due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
and that state power could
be used to protect citizens
in such times.

The Preamble of E.I. 63 says:
“Whereas Ghana is commit-
ted to dealing with emer-
gency situations, especially
public health emergencies;

“Whereas there is an urgent
need to establish an emer-
gency communication sys-
tem to trace all contacts of
persons suspected of or in-
fected by a public health
emergency and identify the
places visited by persons
suspected of or infected by
a public health emergency.”

E.I. 63 came into force on
March 23 2020, empowers
the gov’t to access citizens
telephone records, mobile
money data, transaction and
wallet details, merchant
code, bank details. It has no
expiry date.

Some people are positioning
EI 63 introduced by Presi-
dent Akufo Addo’s Admin-
istration against the Postal
Packets and Telecommuni-
cation Messages Bill (Spy
Bill) that former President
John Mahama’s Adminis-
tration, in February 2016,
forwarded to Parliament the
Spy Bill.

The proposed law was fierce-
ly rejected by both then op-
position party-New Patriotic
Party (NPP) and civil society
groups and human rights
campaigners.

The purpose of the Spy bill
was to grant security agen-
cies access to listen in (access
to a person’s telephone con-
versation) and/or read tele-
phone calls and messages
of individuals. The main
purpose was to protect na-
tional security and fight
against crimes.

By Patrick Slessor, 

“it is important that

those who are given

Executives powers

exercise the powers

with this

appreciation of

proportionality,” 

Ghana: Law Professor: Statutory powers can
be used to protect citizens through COVID-19

Professor Henrietta Joy Mensa- Bonsu 
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Constituency Focus

A
s part of intervention
measures to reduce
the risk of Ghanaians
on the Togo Border
getting infected with

the Coronavirus, the Member of
Parliament for Agotime-Ziope,
Hon Charles Agbeve, has taken
the fight to rural communities.

It is the believed, some of the con-
stituents who frequent between
the two West Africa nations on
daily basis might have enough
education on the World Health
Organisation (WHO) safety pro-
tocols.

The concerns are that information
on the deadly virus has not cas-
caded to the border rural com-
munities, especially farmers who
live on farms more than homes.

Hon Agbeve told The Parliamentary
News in an interview after the
donation that, access to informa-
tion by the  rural folks during
this time is necessary as some of
them have little or no access to
social media which has become
effective tool to disseminate in-
formation.

He said he is working out with
key stakeholders in the border
communities to provide adequate
information on the novel coron-
avirus in vernacular languages
as well as providing preventive
items to mitigate the impact.

"This is the second time, I am
making this effort in my own
small way as MP for the Ago-
time-Ziope constituency."

"We all need to play a role and I
am providing them with items
necessary to help and to ensure
the constituents are not affected.
Some of the items are sets of hand
gloves, pieces of hand sanitizers,
liters of liquid soap, Veronica
Buckets, hand washing bowls or
Containers and Thermometer
Guns to test their temperatures.
All these are from my little re-
sources as MP and I promised to
support them in all situations,"
he added.

According to the MP, he had earlier
on supported  the District Health
Directorate with some of the item
for onward distribution to all
health centres and CHIPS com-
pounds as part of his social in-

tervention policies to help to min-
imize the risk of the COVID-19
affecting the constituents.

In the interim, Hon Agbeve said
he is working closely with the
village health workers at the local
clinics to essentially make infor-
mation available to over 200 bor-
der communities.

Globally, Health workers and gov-
ernments are working to slow
the spread of the COVID-19, the
disease caused by the novel coro-
navirus. 

Simple  hand-wash with  soap,
sanitizers, among others, the Ago-
timeZiope lawmaker who is a
member of the Health Committee
of Parliament noted remained the
common way for now to halt
the transfer of the virus by touch. 

This, the MP advised residents of
the constituency to take note of

the measures by WHO by washing
their hands with soap for at least
20 seconds or use an alcohol-
containing antiseptic solution, bet-
ter known as hand sanitiizer.

In addition, the constituents are
encouraged to keep a distance of
approximately two  meter from
the interlocutors with signs of
the disease and as well try not to
touch  their eyes, lips, and nose
with their  hands.

He however called on the gov-
ernment to support the local phar-
maceutical industry to  help the
local health facilities to fight the
deadly Coronavirus.

Since the outbreak of the deadly
Coronavirus, Ghana has recorded
over 4000 cases, with 22 dead
and about 327 recovery as at the
time of filing this report.

The COVID-19 which first broke
out in Wuhan China and spread
out the world has claimed thou-
sands of lives and dozens of people
infected still in hospitals and other
treatment centers.

Though the virus originated  in
China, Italy, U.K. and USA are
the  most affected countries across
the world. The number  of record-
ed deaths there overtook those in
China. 

Hon Charles Agbeve presenting the items such as sets of

hand gloves, pieces of hand sanitizers, liters of liquid soap,

Veronica Buckets, hand washing bowls or Containers and

Thermometer Guns to his constituents

Member of Parliament for Agotime-

Ziope, Hon Charles Agbeve

Agotime-Ziope MP takes COVID-19 Fight

to Ghana-Togo Border Communities 

"We all need to play a role and I

am providing them with items

necessary to help and to ensure

the constituents are not affected.

some of the items are sets of hand

gloves, pieces of hand sanitizers,

liters of liquid soap, Veronica

Buckets, hand washing bowls or

Containers and Thermometer

Guns to test their temperatures.

All these are from my little

resources as MP and I promised to

support them in all situations," 

By Felix Engsalige Nyaaba
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Special Report

W
ith more
than
two
million
cases1

across the globe as of April
22, 2020, the impact of
COVID-19 has been far-
reaching. Governments
around the world are in a
position never experienced
before, as each attempt to
discover the best strategies
with which to address the
pandemic. Several
governments have had to
issue support packages to
businesses and citizens.

International businesses are
one of the hardest hit by the
spread of the coronavirus.
For the cashew sector, the
situation is no different as
sector actors face diverse
challenges. China, USA and
European countries, which

are the major cashew kernel
markets, have closed their
borders to travels to control
the spread of the deadly
virus, slowing down trade.
Consequently, cashew
processing giants like
Vietnam and India which are
the major exporters of
kernels to these countries
have drastically reduced their
processing volumes. 

Preventive measures such as
social distancing and work
shifts to reduce the number
of workers at a time have
resulted in reduced volumes
and closure of some
factories.

Because most of Vietnam
and India-processed cashews
are sourced from African
countries, there has been
falling demand for Raw
Cashew nuts (RCN), and

consequently, a drop in RCN
prices.

Considering the slow down
in trade activities, it can be
assumed that there would be
a significant reduction in the
procurement of RCN from
Ghana and neighbouring
producing countries. 

In Ghana, the
implementation of
preventive measures against
the effects of COVID-19,
such as the closure of all
borders to entry, a ban on
social gatherings, lockdowns
in high-risk cities, and the
introduction of work shifts
for essential services have
brought a sudden halt to
international cashew
trading. Since there is
currently more RCN supply
than demand, the price of
RCN is dwindling. It has been
reported that RCN prices
have dropped by up to 50%;
from about GHC 700 per bag
to between GHC 350 and
GHC 450 across the
country’s producing areas2.

Response of local 

processors to COvId-19 

According to the Association
of Cashew Processors Ghana
(ACPG), three of the local
factories are still engaged in
processing activities, one has
paused processing for
equipment maintenance for
a week and two are yet to
begin 2020 production.
Processors who supply the
local consumer market have
not seen a considerable drop
in local demand for cashew
nor sales by distributors on
the local market.

Processors in Ghana
normally observe strict food
safety protocols that include
regular washing of hands
with soap under running
water as well as the use of
hand sanitizers. In response
to the threat of COVID-19,
workers continue to observe
these protocols, with factory
owners increasing the supply
of sanitizers and water for
frequent hand washing. 

Those in the packaging unit
sanitize their feet as well to

1https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/ 
2https://thebftonline.com/2020/editors-pick/coronavirus-local-cashew-industry-suffers-50-price-drop/ 

Harvested yellow cashew fruits in hands

A cashew factory inspecting cashew kernel

Ghana’s Cashew Trade and Local

Processing in the Wake of COVID-19
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prevent the spread of the virus.

Factories are also implementing
social distancing by restricting
employees present at a given time
to 25. One roasting unit, which
supplies nuts to the local market,
has a maximum of 10 people at
post at a time. One of the largest
processing units in the country
has closed for two weeks to
protect their workers and
community. 

Local processors rely heavily on
foreign trade, and although some
processors are still able to export at
the moment, this is looking less

possible in the near future, should
the spread of COVID-19 persist.

Market implications 

and prospects

Measures adopted to prevent the
spread of COVID-19 have forced
producers to sell to the domestic
market only. Given that RCN is
priced based on quality, which
diminishes the longer it is stored,
it may not be prudent for
producers to hoard stock in
anticipation of better prices when
the pandemic blows over. They are
obliged to sell at current low

prices. But do local processors have
enough capacity to absorb the
excess? Will the drop in prices give
local processors a better
opportunity to acquire RCN for
production? It is possible that we
witness a similar trend as in 2018
when RCN prices were at an all-
time low, yet local processors were
unable to take advantage of the
situation due to inadequate capital. 

With the possibility of impacts
persisting long after COVID-19
has passed due to a possible global
recession, will these developments
culminate in a loss of farmers’
interest in cashew production in

Ghana?

While questions persist, this
season of unknowns presents an
opportunity for Ghana’s cashew
actors to discover new possibilities
for the cashew value chain.

On the global demand side,
worldwide consumption of
cashew is stable, with a tendency
toward increasing. The current
stable demand is largely due to a
combination of increased demand
from the US and European
consumers, and a decrease in

demand from the Middle East.
However, this decreased demand
from the Middle East is due to
supply chain disconnections as a
result of COVID-19. The increased
demand from US and European
consumers (who constitute the
world’s highest consumption)
could be described as a potential

silver lining of current events.
With health as a major focus
because of COVID-19, consumers’
demand for healthy nuts like
cashew is rising. How can the
African cashew sector take
advantage of the presented
opportunities?

Prioritising and investing in a
robust local processing industry
could shorten the supply chain to
final consumers of cashews since
an Africa-Europe or Africa- US
shipping route is shorter than
Africa-Asia- Europe/ USA. 

In 2018, the cashew sector raked
in about GHS 378m as a Non-
Traditional Export crop for Ghana.
The sector is projected to be a
major earner in the agriculture
sector for the country. Cashew has
the potential to earn even more
revenue for the country if given
consistent strategic attention by
the government and key
stakeholders. 

Value addition of kernels brings in
at least three times more export
revenue than exported raw cashew
nuts. Beyond the nut, local raw
cashew nut (RCN) processing also
provides additional revenue
streams through by-products such
as the Cashew Nut Shell Liquid
(CNSL) and fuel from cashew nut
shells. CNSL is used extensively in
the petroleum and paint
production industries and the
production of pesticides. Residual
shells are also used as fuel for
powering heavy industrial
equipment. The cashew apple can
be processed into fruit juice, wine,
ethanol for industrial use, jam and
other food products.

Ghana has the opportunity to take
advantage of the opportunities
using the Ghana Tree Crops
Authority – which was passed into
an Act in December 2019 and is
planned to be operationalized this
year – as a tool, in collaboration
with other sector actors. 

Consistent strategic interventions
can be developed and implemented
to build a wholistic value chain,
resilient as much as possible to
another global shock to the levels
of this current COVID-19
pandemic.

This Special Report is part of a visibility and

advocacy project for agricultural value-chains

implemented by Parliamentary Network Africa

(PNAfrica) with funding from 

Special Report
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A shipping container full of bags of cashew
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Parliamentary Affairs

T
he Electoral Com-
mission (EC) would
in the coming days
brief Parliament on
measures it is taking

to conduct the 2020 general elec-
tions, the Minister of Parliamen-
tary Affairs and Majority Leader,
Mr. Osei Kyei-Mensah-Bonsu,
has said. The exact day has how-
ever not been given as the com-
mission is still in talks with the
minister.   

The Majority Leader made the
announcement on the floor of
the House in response to concerns
raised by the MP for Adaklu,
Mr. Governs Kwame Agbodza,
and the Minority Leader and MP
for Tamale South, Mr. Haruna
Iddrisu, about the need for the
house to be updated on the EC’s
plans for a free and fair election.  

Mr. Agbodza said general elec-
tions in Ghana are important
issues which the house need to
be updated on as has been done
by the former Electoral Com-
missioner, Charlotte Osei in the
past at a closed door meeting.
With barely seven months for
the nation to go to the polls,
Mr. Agbodza said, “it is impor-
tant the Chairperson is brought
to update the House,” and any-
thing short of this is an act of
preventing Members of Parlia-
ment, the people’s representatives
to interact with the EC so that
we can report back to our con-
stituents to prepare adequately
for this year’s elections.”

Backing his colleague’s calls for
the EC to update the House, the
Minority Leader said while the
Majority Leader had assured him
of steps he had initiated to get
the EC to come to the House,
the appearance of the EC Chair-
person would enable the House
to interrogate the EC's procure-

ment and budget concerns as
well as post Covid-19 measures.
“The Majority Leader has assured
me. So I want definite assurance
when the EC is coming. Are they
coming before the Special Budget
Committee or they are coming
before the Committee of the
Whole because we all need to
know what it is that we need to
do."

In his response, Mr. Kyei-Men-
sah-Bonsu said the programme
and budget for the 2020 general
elections have been set out in
the 2020 budget but further de-
tails could still be sort from the
Commission. “Indeed the Chair-
man of the Special Budget Com-
mittee also came to me and, I
said he should also do his own
checks but I have used a straight
path to engage and I am waiting
for response which I believe
would come by the close of day,”
he stated.

Meanwhile the commission has
released a 6 step guideline to en-
sure the safety of electorates
during the 2020 general elections.
The EC in the wake of the COVID
19 pandemic, suspended the in-
tended compilation of the new
voters’ register in compliance
with safety protocols. 

However the EC in a statement
to the public said it is “sensitive
to the current state of affairs
due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and will abide by the necessary
precautions and safety protocols
in the execution of its mandate
when it deems it appropriate to
begin the compilation of the reg-
ister,” 

The 6 key measures the EC says
it will put in place during the
compilation of a new electoral
roll and also during the December
2020 polls include the manda-
tory wearing of face masks at
the registration centers, the
washing of hands under running
water and the checking of the
temperature of people at regis-
tration centers. The electoral
commission also advices that
queues are to have a one-metre
gap between persons lining up
to register. It says it will sanitize
the scanners to be used at the
various centers and also provide
hand sanitizers to persons who
complete the registration process
before they leave the center.

All EC officials are also expected
to be in appropriate personal
protective equipment (PPEs) to
ensure maximum safety of both
electorates and officials.   

Mrs Jean Mensa, Electoral Commissioner of Ghana
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Ghana: EC To Update Parliament
On Preparations Towards
Election 2020 This Week

By: Emmanuella Dadugblor,
GHANA
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Health

T
he Minority
leader in Parlia-
ment Hon.
Haruna Iddrisu
has beckoned on

the government to desist
from selling false hope to
Ghanaians, with the claim
that the COVID-19 situation
is under control when it is
not.

The Minority leader stated
that this is an insult to the
intelligence of the Ghanaian

people and makes a mockery
of the seriousness of the sit-
uation.

Addressing the press, Mr.
Haruna Iddrisu reiterated
that candor and consistency
must be the order of the day
including testing, tracing,
monitoring, and isolation
where necessary must be a
daily routine.

He further lamented that
what the Akuffo Addo’s led
government must know is
that their apparent choices of
treating this pandemic as a
lesser priority than a real cri-
sis management effort will
ultimately be exposed.

He said “we in the minority
have absolutely no desire to
witness such a failure be-
cause the cost will be counted
in Ghanaian lives and liveli-
hood”.

He also added that if the con-
tainment strategy Govern-
ment has led itself to unravel
any further fails, the brunt
of this burden will fall on the
frontline healthcare workers.

And this he emphasized will
reduce their courage and
competence which will be the
last defense for many of our
countrymen who will face
the worst of this disease.

Furthermore the Minority
Leader disclosed that the lat-
est update as of April 8, 2020
- a staggering 3,091 con-
firmed cases is the second-
highest in West Africa after
Nigeria which has reported
3,145 cases. We should how-
ever be worried when we
compare our population to
that of Nigeria.

He therefore concluded that
this troubling development
should serve as a wake-up
call that the time for wishful
thinking is over.

PPEs dISTRIBUTION

Also, the Ranking member
for the health committee,
Hon. Kwabena Mintah Akan-
doh has stated that PPEs pur-
chase by the government will
be distributed to health
workers to ensure their

safety.

He noted that despite the di-
rective from the president,
some health facilities lack
these PPEs which will enable
them to operate fully.

Mr. Kwabena Mintah Akan-
doh therefore  iterated that
the Minister for Health must
appear before the house with
the distribution list of all six-
teen regions in order to help
the government in the meas-
ures to combat the spread.

THE PRESIdENT'S PROMISES

Meanwhile in an address to
the nation on 5th April,
2020, the President of Ghana
stated that Health Services in
the country are to receive the
results of fifteen thousand,
three hundred and eighty-
four(15,384) out of nineteen
thousand, two hundred and
seventy - six (19,276) per-
sons who have been reached
through contact tracing. 

It is the results of these tests
that will determine the fu-
ture course of action. He also
added that government's
policies and measures will
continue to be driven by sci-
ence in this matter.

He further said that the
health workers will not pay
taxes for the next three
months and all Frontline
health workers will receive
an additional allowance of
fifty percent of their basic
monthly salaries.

He emphasized that this is
being done to encourage
health personnel in the coun-
try to help in the fight of the
COVID-19.

Minority leader in Parliament Hon. Haruna Iddrisu 

Ghana's Parliament -  COVID-19:
Gov’t Must Desist From Giving False Hope

- Haruna Iddrisu
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By Ruby Tackie
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Legal and Human Rights

T
he Coalitions for
Change (C4C) politi-
cal party started as
a movement in the
year 2016  and was

formally established as a politi-
cal party in December, 2018,
three months ahead of Sierra
Leone's  March, 2018 general
elections. 

This came  following the expul-
sion of the C4C party Presiden-
tial candidate, Alhaji Chief
Abubakarr Sidikie  Sam Sumana
from the then ruling All People's
Congress (APC) party.

Sumana was the democratically
elected Vice President of Sierra

Leone until his controversial
sacking by former President Dr.
Ernest Bai Koroma in 2016. Dr.
Koroma is  still serving as the
Leader and Chairman of the now
main opposition APC party. 

The C4C party has been de-
scribed as the fastest growing
political party having won the
swing District of Kono in the
eastern province of Sierra Leone. 

At present, the C4C controls the
Kono District Council, having
clinched the Mayoral seat, thirty
nine out of forty-one Council
seats and Eight Members of Par-
liament seats in the current Fifth
Parliament of the Second Repub-
lic of Sierra Leone.

Nearly three years on, the out-
break of COVID-19 has posed
some serious and unique politi-
cal and legal  challenges mainly
having to do with the legitimacy
of some of the current measures
being taken by the Sierra Leone
Peoples Party (SLPP) Government
albeit the  State of Public Emer-
gency (SoPE) approved some
two months ago by Parliament.
Honorable Sarh Charles, Mem-
ber of Parliament (MP)  Kono
District,  said his  party and
other opposition political parties
are  not comfortable with the
prevailing legal climate of
COVID-19 actions of the Gov-
ernment.

Speaking in an exclusive inter-

view,  Hon. Charles said, "we
have a position as a party re-
garding the current State of
Emergency (SoPE)."

He said when the  House unani-
mously enacted the SoPE into
law, the House's Leaders con-
vened a press conference in the
Chamber of Parliament.

"The Leaders of all the political
parties in Parliament made a re-
quest that the rules and regula-
tions as provided for in Section
No.29 of the Constitution of
Sierra Leone Act No.6 of 1991
be table  within two weeks," He
said, registering that all of the
MPs were bitter and had reserva-
tions on why having a twelve
month SoPE which members of
the public were not happy about
saying that  a one year SoPE was
too long and Parliament should
have started with three  or six
months.

"But we took solace in the fact
that it was not the SoPE that we
were particular about but  the
rules and regulations that
should be observed during this
period," Hon. Charles said.

However, just after Parliament
approved a  one year SoPE on
26th March, 2020 following its
declaration by  President Julius
Maada Bio under Sections No.
29(3) of the Constitution of
Sierra Leone Act No.6 of 1991,
the Government  declared the
first phase of three days (5th -
7th March,2020) national lock-
down that coincided with the
adjourned date (6th March,
2020) of the plenary sitting,
thus the House could not meet.

After the three days lockdown,
the Clerk of Parliament Hon.
Paran Tarawally announced an
indefinite suspension of all sit-
tings of Parliament which an-
gered the opposition Leaders of
Parliament who said  that it was
not done in consultation and the
Clerk had no such mandate. 

Honorable Sarh Charles, Member of Parliament (MP)  Kono District

Sierra Leone: Opposition MP Questions

Legitimacy Of  COVID-19 Measures
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By Melvin Tejan Mansaray,

SIERRA LEONE:  

Continued On Page 14
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Parliamentary Practice & Procedures

A
fter going on a
short recess Parlia-
ment reconvened on
19 May to conduct
business for the Sec-

ond Meeting of the Fourth Session
of the Seventh Parliament. The
first sitting begun with brief re-
marks from leadership of the
House and followed with an an-
nouncement of the appointment
of Mr. Cyril Kwabena Oteng Nsi-
ah as the Clerk to Parliament.
The House is expected to operate
under observation of social dis-
tancing protocols in order to pro-
tect Members and Staff from
contracting coronavirus.

Bills

The following bills were presented
to plenary and read for the first
time. 

The Borrowers and Lenders Bill,
2020 was presented by the Hon.
Deputy Minister for Finance,
Mrs. Abena Osei-Asare on behalf
of the Hon. Minister responsible
for Finance which was referred
to the Finance Committee by the

Rt. Hon. Speaker with Leadership
of the Committee on Constitu-
tional, Legal and Parliamentary
Affairs joining in for consideration
and report.

The Real Estate Authority Bill,
2020 was also laid by the Hon.
Minister responsible for Works
and Housing, Mr. Samuel Atta
Akyea. The Rt. Hon. Speaker re-
ferred the Bill to the Committee
on Works and Housing for con-
sideration and report

The Hon. Minister responsible
for Parliamentary Affairs, Mr.
Osei Kyei-Mensah-Bonsu on be-
half of the Hon. Minister respon-
sible for Education presented the
Institute of Chartered Account-
ants, Ghana Bill, 2020. The bill
was referred by the Speaker to
the Committee on Education for
consideration and report.

The Education Regulatory Bodies
Bill, 2019 was taken through
consideration during the week.

Papers 

The Ghana AIDS Commission
Regulations, 2020 was laid by
the Minister of State responsible
for the Ghana AIDS Commission,
Dr. Kwaku Afriyie and it was re-
ferred to the Committee of Sub-
sidiary Legislation for consider-
ation and report.

The Hon. Majority Leader, Mr.
Osei Kyei-Mensah-Bonsu laid the
Performance Audit Report of the
Auditor-General on the Sustain-
ability of Sports Stadia in Ghana.
The Rt. Hon. Speaker referred
the Report to the Public Accounts
Committee for consideration and
report.

The Annual Report of the Na-
tional Road Safety Commission
for the year 2018 was laid by
the Minister responsible for Roads
and Highways, Mr. Kwasi
Amoako-Attah on behalf of the
Hon. Minister responsible for
Transport. The Rt. Hon. Speaker
referred the report to the Com-
mittee on Roads and Transport
for consideration and report.

Again, the Hon. Minister respon-
sible for Roads and Highways,
Mr. Kwasi Amoako-Attah on be-

half of the Hon. Minister respon-
sible for Monitoring and Evalu-
ation laid the Budget Performance
Report in respect of the Ministry
of Monitoring and Evaluation
for the period January to De-
cember, 2019. The Rt. Hon.
Speaker referred the report to the
Finance Committee for consid-
eration and report.

The Hon. Minister responsible
for Roads and Highways, Mr.
Kwasi Amoako-Attah on behalf
of the Hon. Minister responsible
for Inner-City and Zongo Devel-
opment laid the Budget Perform-
ance Report in respect of the
Ministry of Inner- City and Zon-
go Development for the period
January to December, 2019. The
Rt. Hon. Speaker referred the re-
port to the Finance Committee
for consideration and report.

During the week the Hon. First
Deputy Speaker and Chairman
of the Appointments Committee,
Mr. Joseph Osei-Owusu laid the
twenty-sixth report of the Ap-
pointments Committee on H.E.
the President’s nominations for
appointment as Justices of the
Supreme Court.

Committee

A number of committees met
during the week to conduct busi-
ness. The Appointments Com-
mittee met and considered the
nominations of H. E. the President
of the following persons as Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court:
i. Justice Clemence Jackson Ho-
nyenuga
ii. Justice Issifu Omoro Tanko
Amadu
iii. Mr. Emmanuel Yonny Kulen-
di

iv. Professor Henrietta J. A. N.
Mensa Bonsu
The Committee on Standing Or-
ders met and reviewed the Stand-
ing Orders.

Statement

A statement was made by the
MP for Nsawam-Adoagyiri and
Chairman of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Frank An-
noh-Dompreh in which he urged
all to support local treatment
practices in the fight against
COVID – 19.

The Hon. Majority Leader, Mr.
Osei Kyei-Mensah-Bonsu also
paid tribute in memory of the
late Judge, Dr. Thomas Aboagye
Mensah, a world renowned Ju-
rist. The House observed silence
for one minute in memory of
the late Dr. Thomas Aboagye
Mensah.

The Hon. Member for Awutu-
Senya West, Mr. George Nenyi
Kojo Andah made a statement
on increased road accidents in
the country and called for creation
of awareness on road safety, ob-
serving road safety protocols and
the enforcement of road traffic
laws and regulations.

The Week Ahead

During next week some Ministers
of State are expected to appear
before the House to answer some
questions by MPs bothering on
different sectors of the economy.
Some bilateral agreements are
expected to be presented and ap-
proved as well during the week.
A number of bills will be taken
through second reading and the
consideration stage.

Parliament House Of Ghana, Accra

By: Benjamin Opoku Aryeh
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Legal and Human Rights

Apparently, the Government
also declared a two weeks inter
district lockdown which has
since been extended until further
notice. A raft of other measures
have been instituted.

"We are seeing series of regula-
tions and measures being put in
place that did not come to Parlia-
ment for ratification. We did
asked the Attorney General and
Minister of Justice that we
should meet  and look at the reg-
ulations that  should be  ob-
served during this coronavirus
pandemic. It was agreed that
these regulations should be re-
viewed quarterly, that every
three months we should come
back and look at the regulations
to either tighten or soften them.
That was agreed but not fol-
lowed, these are concerns.
Presently we are all under a
9:00pm to 6:00am curfew, we
are  not against all of these
things but what we are saying is
that the Government should

present these things in the form
of regulations to Parliament so
that we will look at them holis-
tically and then decide what to
do," Hon. Charles said.

However, Hon. Matthew S.
Nyuma,  Leader of Government
Business assured the opposition
MPs that the Business Commit-
tee of the House will look into
the concerns when they meet at
the Speaker's Conference Room,
but weeks have elapsed with
nothing much said or  known
about the outcome.

Dr. Priscilla Schwartz Attorney
General and Minister of Justice
when asked about when she will
be laying the SoPE's rules and
regulations by a Civil Society Ac-
tivist Abdul Fatorma just after
the first phase of national lock-
down told a press  conference at
State House that there are al-
ready existing rules and meas-
ures of the SoPE and that they
only need to be extended after a
three months expiration period.
Her  statement provoked a furor
from Leaders of the APC, NGC
and C4C political parties who
cited the comments as a varia-
tion to what was agreed upon
during the  ratification of the
SoPE. The Attorney General and
Minister of Justice has ever since
not appeared in Parliament de-
spite being slated on the Order
Paper in two occasions to table
two government motions for
which  she has absent without
giving any excuse.

Hon. Charles said as MPs they
are raising the issues because
they do not want to erode their
own  integrity in the eyes of the
electorate whom they have as-
sured that  they will not have an
open ended SoPE.

"The rules and regulations are
what guides all of us during this
period of SoPE and we promised
to review these rules after every
three months, that has not been
done and we owe it to the people
of Sierra Leone," He said. The
MO from the diamond rich
Mono district, Hon. Charles

continued that the new COVID-
19  measures being introduced
by the Government lacked par-
liamentary legitimacy because
all of the measures are not being
presented to Parliament for ap-
proval or disapproval.

A raft of measures are daily
being introduced by the Govern-
ment with   some making the
use of face mask compulsory,
interdistrict lockdown extended
indefinitely, etc.

Asked what fears are there on
the part of the opposition politi-
cal parties if the Government fail
to present new measures to Par-
liament, Hon. Charles said: "if
these measures are not presented
to Parliament, it is like leaving
the President at the mercy  of
doing what he feels like doing.
Every Jack and Jin will intro-
duce their own COVID-19 meas-
ures that do not have legitimacy.
We want the Government to
present the rules to Parliament
so that we will agree on what
we think will help in the fight
against coronavirus."

Sierra Leone's opposition political
parties say they will support the
President in the fight against
coronavirus pandemic but this
they will do within the confines
of the law.

They insists that the legitimacy
of every regulations being
presently introduced lies within
the purview of Parliament and
anything to the contrary has a
questionable legitimacy. 

Hon. Charles however urged
members of the public to exercise
patience and reminded the Gov-
ernment that Parliament is still
waiting for the holistic regula-
tions.

Asked whether the Sierra Leone
Parliament made a mistake to
have approved a twelve month
SoPE without the rules and reg-
ulations, Hon. Charles muffled,
strenuously saying that, ”I will
not look at it  as a mistake as
such. I will just say we miscal-

culated a bit, you understand,
because we could have looked
back and said well we are ready
to approve the SoPE but go back
and bring the rules and regula-
tions under which the SoPE can
operate for the first three
months. I believed had we done
that, the Executive could have
rushed in with the regulations
but as it is now, we have de-
clared a twelve month SoPE that
has become legal. We all know
the powers conferred on the Ex-
ecutive/President through the
SoPE."

However, the opposition political
parties said the President has
abused  the SoPE arguing that
their fears of abuse are  not just
mere.

Hon. Charles said: " Well some
of the measures have been
abused by the Executive for ex-
ample the imposition of the cur-
few, military and police
personnel beating people on the
streets, forcing people to wear
masks, prolong detention of op-
position politicians without
charges or trials, etc. We know
that all these are preventive
measures but they must put it in
the form of a legislation and
present them to Parliament at
the end of the day  as the consti-
tution demands, that is all that
we want from them."

The Sierra Leone Parliament
stands adjourned without a date
(sine die) and there are no signs
that the Executive is ready to
meet the opposition MPs de-
mand in the second session as
the third session is expected to
commence on  28th May, 2020.
Generally, there has been public
compliance to the COVID-19
measures being instituted by the
Government although some
quarters of the public are calling
for the  relaxing of some of the
measures, others have been also
calling for  tougher actions as
the COVID-19 escalates and the
Government  remain attentive to
the contrasting views currently
being peddle by a divided public
opinion.

"The rules and
regulations are  what
guides all of us during

this period of SoPE
and we promised to
review these rules
after every three

months, that has not
been done and we owe

it to the people of
Sierra Leone," 

Sierra Leone: Opposition MP Questions

Legitimacy Of  COVID-19 Measures
Continued From Page 12
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T
he world’s parlia-
mentarians were
urged today to set
their differences aside
and act in unity at

the national level to fight the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We don’t need to use this virus
to score political points against
each other. Strong national unity
will bring strong global solidar-
ity,” said Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, the Director-General
of the World Health Organization
(WHO) and a former Member of
Parliament in his native Ethiopia.

He was speaking to parliamen-
tarians from around the world
in a webinar organized jointly
with the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU), WHO and UNDRR,
which was opened by Martin
Chungong, IPU Secretary-Gen-
eral.

Mr. Chungong said: “Slowing
down or stopping the spread of
COVID-19 requires measures that
have a profound impact on the
lives of citizens, the economy
and society as a whole.

“These measures require more
and not less parliamentary scruti-
ny. In times of crisis, parliaments
have a duty to ensure that all
measures taken result in enhanced
protection and support of the
most vulnerable.”

IPU’s campaign “Parliaments in
time of pandemic” is mobilizing
parliaments in the global response
to COVID-19 and drawing les-
sons for future parliamentary
response and asking parliaments
to contribute to WHO’s COVID-
19 Solidarity Response Fund.

Dr. Tedros recalled as a good ex-
ample the solidarity that existed
between the United States and
the Soviet Union in the fight
that led to the eradication of
smallpox.

“As a former parliamentarian
myself, I know the critical role
parliaments can play in enhanc-
ing resilience against health emer-
gencies like COVID-19.  Parlia-
ments can establish legislative
measures to govern, enable and
support risk management meas-
ures,” he said.

Dr. Tedros said: “The pandemic
has also highlighted the impor-
tance of implementing the In-
ternational Health Regulations
and the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction.”

He said that “With the support
of UNDRR, WHO has published
a comprehensive Health Emer-
gency and Disaster Risk Man-
agement Framework, to support
all countries to reduce and man-
age public health emergency risks,
including disease outbreaks.”

The UN Secretary-General’s Spe-
cial Representative for Disaster
Risk Reduction, Mami Mizutori,
said that “COVID-19 is a global
health crisis, a socio-economic
crisis, and it is also a crisis of
disaster risk management.”

Ms. Mizutori recalled that while
memories were still fresh of earlier
outbreaks of Ebola, SARS, MERS
and H1N1, governments and
parliamentarians of Member
States, pushed for the inclusion
of biological hazards in the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Re-
duction when the global plan to
reduce disaster losses was adopted
in 2015. However, efforts to pre-
pare for a disaster of this mag-
nitude "had not been adequate,
not all."

She said that few of the 81 na-
tional strategies for disaster risk

reduction currently under prepa-
ration included pandemic pre-
paredness.

“The UN Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction is rapidly developing
new guidance and tools to ensure
that national strategies address
pandemic preparedness. We will
work with WHO to facilitate
their implementation,” Ms. Mizu-
tori said.

Petra Bayr, MP from Austria,
said that some governments
wanted to misuse the crisis and
rule by decree without parlia-
mentary oversight. It was im-
portant that the principle of par-
liamentary democracy is upheld.
Ms. Bayr also said that the Aus-
trian parliament continues to
meet while respecting the need
for physical distancing.

Dr. Mike Ryan, Executive Director,
WHO Emergencies Programme,
said people often ask him what
are the most important things
in emergency management and
he usually answers three
things...“governance, governance,
governance.”

The most important thing in re-
sponding to emergencies is gov-
ernance and leadership, trust be-
tween the leadership and the
state, and a social contract that
allows citizens to accept inter-
ventions that are not comfortable,
he said.

His colleague, Dr. Maria Van
Kerkhove, WHO’s COVOD-19
Technical Lead, said that WHO
was providing detailed guidance
to countries considering lifting
lockdown measures.

These included ensuring a suffi-
cient public health workforce and
adequate health system capacity
to treat, test and trace. The most
important is that communities
“must be fully engaged and em-
powered to know what they can
do to protect themselves.”

UNDRR’s Chief of Regional Office
for Asia and the Pacific, Loretta
Hieber Girardet, who moderated
the discussion, reminded the par-
ticipants that despite the tremen-
dous losses incurred in this dis-
aster, it is not too late to take
collective action to prevent new
infections and mitigate the impact
of the pandemic, especially on
the most vulnerable populations,
such as refugees and those who
are displaced. 

The webinar was part of a series
of webinars organized by UN-
DRR’s Global Education and
Training Institute and WHO on
COVID-19 and was attended by
472 participants from 84 coun-
tries.  

SOURCE(S):  
UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR

DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
(UNDRR)
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Parliamentarians have strong role
to play in COVID-19 struggle
By Denis McClean, GENEVA
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