
Issue No. 032-17                                                                 Tuesday March 28 - Monday April 03, 2017                                                                             Price: GH₵2.50

A
lmighty God,
we humbly
beseech Thee
to look with
favour upon

this Parliament of the
Republic of Ghana. Grant
that it may perform its
high duty as in Thy
sight. Give Divine
guidance to the President
of the Republic; endow
Members of Parliament
and Ministers of State
with discernment and
vision, integrity and
courage that through the
labours of government
this land and people may
be well and truly served,
and Thy good purposes
for the common human
life be realised in our
midst.

O
God, grant us
a vision of
our country,
fair as it
might be, a

country of righteousness,
where none shall wrong
his neighbour; a country
of plenty, where evil and
poverty shall be done
away with; a country of
brotherhood, where all
success shall be founded
on service, and honour
shall be given to the
deserving; a country of
peace, where government
shall rest on the will of
the people and the love
for the common good.

B
less the efforts
of those who
struggle to
make this
vision a living

reality. Inspire and
strengthen our people
that they may give time,
thought and sacrifice to
speed the day of the
coming beauty of Ghana
and Africa.

AMEN
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T
aking decisive ac-
tions to end eco-
nomic, political
and social inequal-
ity will be the fo-

cus of deliberations for the
more than 650 MPs from 132
countries meeting in Dhaka,
Bangladesh from 1-5 April
2017.

Parliamentarians, including 53
Speakers of Parliament, will
make concrete proposals on a
range of issues, from ending
rising inequality to promoting
women’s access to financing,
during the 136th Assembly
of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) (#IPU136) hosted
by the Bangladesh Parliament.
Nobel Peace Prize laureate and
children’s rights activist,
Kailash Satyarthi, will be the
keynote speaker during the
opening session of the debates
on 2 April.

Kailash Satyarthi has spent
many years tackling the tragic
impact of inequality on chil-

dren. He is expected to high-
light the role and responsi-
bility of parliamentarians in
ending child labour and better
protecting children from all
forms of exploitation. Togeth-
er with the IPU, he also will
call on nations to end child
trafficking and make every
effort to protect the funda-
mental rights of children.

New estimates published by
Oxfam show that just eight
men own the same amount
of wealth as 3.6 billion people
who make up the poorest
half of humanity.  According
to the IPU, the consequences
of inequality are unsustainable,
causing instability and under-
mining human rights.

In 2015, the international
community agreed to take ro-
bust action on inequality. Goal
10of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals calls on govern-
ments to “reduce inequalities
within and among countries”.
During the IPU’s Assembly,

parliamentarians will concen-
trate on the impact of inequal-
ity on the poor, women and
vulnerable groups. 

Using the achievement of Goal
10 as the measure of success,
they will potentially look at
ways to assess the extent of
economic, social and political
inequalities and to ensure the

needs of the poor and mar-
ginalized are addressed at all
levels of decision-making.

IPU Members will adopt a res-
olution to guarantee the fi-
nancial inclusion of women
as drivers of development. The
IPU Standing Committee on
Peace and International Secu-
rity will further examine, and

possibly adopt a resolution
of the issue of non-interfer-
ence in the internal affairs of
States, in the context of our
world today.

The 136th IPU Assembly will
host the 25th Session of the
Forum of Women Parliamen-
tarians (#womenMPs).  More
than 207 women MPs are
due to attend the Dhaka meet-
ing, which among other
things, will focus on ending
the gender gap in access to
financial services.

The IPU’s Forum of Young
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s

(#youngMPs) will also meet
at the Assembly, infusing a
youth perspective into the de-
liberations.

The Committee on the Human
Rights of Parliamentarians will
examine cases involving the
abuses of MPs’ human rights.
Hearings are planned with na-
tional authorities or individu-
als.

Reducing inequalities will be addressed 

by the 136th IPU Assembly in Dhaka

World’s MPs to tackle rising economic,
political and social inequalities

T
he Westminster ter-
ror attack has
strengthened the
case for MPs and
peers to remain in

parliament under one roof dur-
ing a £4bn restoration, rather
than undergo evacuation to
different buildings, a former
independent reviewer of ter-
rorism legislation has said.

Lord Carlile, who sits as a non-
aligned peer in the House of
Lords, told theObserver that
the security implications and
costs of “decanting” all MPs,
peers and palace staff to other
buildings around Whitehall
should make the authorities
think again about the wisdom
of such a move. The peer said
he believed the attack would
inevitably have implications for
the refurbishment plan, which
was due to be debated and voted
upon in the House of Commons
before Easter.

The debate has been postponed
amid suggestions that a major
rethink will take place in the
light of last Wednesday’s events.
“I personally favour staying
where we are if we can,” he
said. “Anything that makes the
case that we should stay in
one building will be seized upon.
The security issues and costs

of moving us out to different
locations would be very con-
siderable. I am sure that people
will be pressing to remain with-
in the parliamentary estate.”

The Palace of Westminster has
not undergone a major refur-
bishment since the 1950s and
is in desperate need of structural
repair, as well attention to elec-
trical cables and asbestos that
lie behind much of its wooden
panelling, including that behind
the Commons chamber itself.
But while several reports have
stressed the urgency of repairs,
and argued that these could be
done faster and more cheaply
if everyone moved out, some
MPs and peers are resisting the
move and want further studies
to be done on the feasibility of
using only parts of the building
while work is carried out.

Carlile also believes that the
authorities may conclude that
the Palace of Westminster
should be protected from pass-
ing traffic, as happens outside
Buckingham Palace and the Na-
tional Gallery in Trafalgar
Square. “It may well be that
we need to do the same thing
around the Palace of Westmin-
ster which is to push traffic
well away from the building.”

The Liberal Democrat leader,
Tim Farron, said that he believed
the refurbishment plans, which
according to some estimates
could take between eight and
10 years to complete, should
be re-examined so that security
lessons from the attack are
learned and any extra measures
needed are built into the plans.
“If we are to spend billions and
evacuate the place, we might
as well make it more secure, as
well as deal with structural is-
sues,” Farron said. “The gov-
ernment has a habit of allowing
these contracts to run over
budget, but it should be hard-
nosed and negotiate proper se-
curity into the price that will
give strong protection long into
the future.

“This is not just about pro-
tecting politicians. There are
huge numbers of people who
work in parliament, and we
owe it to them, especially those
charged with laying their lives
on the line to protect MPs, to
make their place of work as
secure as we possibly can.”

In his first statement since the
terrorist attack, the Foreign Of-
fice minister Tobias Ellwood,
who tried to save PC Keith
Palmer’s life by administering
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation,

said he was heartbroken that
he could not have done more
for the policeman who was
stabbed to death.

Ellwood, a former regular sol-
dier who is still in the reserves,
ran to help the officer as he
was lying on the ground in
New Palace Yard after being
stabbed by Khalid Masood. The
Conservative MP for
Bournemouth East said he had
only played a small part and
that he had done what he had
been trained to do as a soldier.
As a reservist, he undergoes
annual training in battlefield
first aid.

Ellwood said: “I am heartbroken
that I could not do more for
PC Keith Palmer who gave his
life in holding the line against
terrorism and de-
fending democra-
cy.” The MP said
he would write
to Palmer’s fam-
ily to offer his
condolences. He
expressed support
for the decision
to resume parlia-
mentary business
on Thursday.

“It is right that,
despite the terri-

ble events on Wednesday, par-
liamentary business continued
the next day as usual and the
democratic machine was not
interrupted.”

Ellwood said he had been hum-
bled and overwhelmed by the
messages of support, especially
from the police fraternity,
which he had come to recognise
was as closely knit as the mil-
itary. He has now been made a
member of the privy council,
which means he can be referred
to as “right honourable” and
can also be given access to top-
secret briefings.

“I played only a small part that
day, doing what I was taught
to do, and am honoured to
have been invited to join the
privy council afterwards,” he
said. “It is right that we con-
centrate our thoughts on the
victims as we stand side by
side to protect all that we hold
dear, including our precious
values and way of life, which
will always prevail.”
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Armed police outside an entrance to the Houses of

Parliament yesterday. Last week’s attack has cast

doubt over arrangements for restoration work.
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London terror attack throws plan for
renovating parliament into confusion
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Editorial

Protecting the
Public Purse 

C
hapter thirteen of the 1992 constitution of

the Republic of Ghana entrusts the control

of the public purse into the hands of

parliament.

Parliament therefore has the ultimate responsibility

in ensuring that public funds are disbursed and used

for the purposes for which they are intended.

Parliament as the third arm of government is also

entrusted with a responsibility to play an oversight

role over the executive arm which controls the public

purse and services for the ultimate good.

As parliament rounds up work on the approvals of

the 2017 Budget estimates for the various Ministries,

Departments and Agencies (MMDAs), it is our utmost

hope that members of Parliament were guided by

the provisions of the 1992 constitution and the

Standing Orders of the House in the discharge of

their responsibilities.

The Parliamentary News would like to believe that

the various committees of parliament have

discharged their duties diligently in scrutinizing the

budgetary allocations to the various MMDAs.

It is also our hope that the various allocations are

used by the beneficiary institutions for their

intended purposes because Ghana would be the

overall winner.

Parliament can therefore not afford to fail Ghanaians

in the discharge of its functions.

CEO/Editor-In-Chief: 

Sammy Obeng (sobeng@parliamentafrica.com)

Managing Editor: Gilbert B. Boyefio (0243915206)

Editor: Clement Akoloh (0244993616)

Online Editor: Gilbert Ankrah (0243211345)

Reporters: 

Christian Kpesese (0246798847)

Priscilla Anum-Noi (0541671128)

Design & Layout

Frank Akorsah (0249880114)

Advertising & Marketing

KMM Afrik (Gh) Ltd

*P. O. Box 64, La - Accra, Ghana     

(+233(0)303 934496  )+233(0) 501 521121-3   

8kmmafrik@gmail.com 

I
t has emerged that some
government institutions
including the Ghana Police
Service, National Disaster
Management Organiza-

tion (NADMO) and the Nar-
cotics Control Board (NACOB)
are indebted to their suppliers
to the tune of GHC56, 500,000.

Out of the amount, outstanding
Police rent to various landlords
stands at Ghc 3 million Cedis
while nonpayment of fuel sup-
plied by Goil stands at Ghc
19.5 million Cedis.

The National Disaster Manage-
ment Organization (NADMO)
also owes its suppliers some
GHC 35 million Cedis with the
Narcotics Control Board (NA-
COB) also owing suppliers and
service providers almost Ghc 1
million Cedis.

This came to light on Friday
when the chairman of the De-
fense and Interior Committee
of Parliament, Major Derrick
Yaw Oduro presented his com-
mittee’s report for the approval
of GHC 1.5 billion Cedis for
the Ministry of Interior to en-
able them carry out their ac-

tivities for the financial year
ending 31st December, 2017.

The committee lamented over
the funds released to the Interior
Ministry and observed that
agencies under the ministry
are encountering numerous
challenges due to the inadequate
funding and delays in the re-
lease of funds.

He emphasized that if the coun-
try is to continue to enjoy ac-
celerated socio-economic devel-
opment and growth, it is im-
portant that premium is placed
on the protection of human
lives and property.

“Ghana has to move in tandem
with the changing trends in
crime fighting. It is therefore
imperative that the budgetary
allocation is reviewed with the
urgency that it deserves to im-
prove the effectiveness and ef-
ficiency of the Ministry and
its Agencies,” he said.

He disclosed that some suppliers
and service providers have ini-
tiated court action against NA-
COB due to the huge indebted-
ness to these suppliers and
called for an urgent attention
to address the matter.

These suppliers and service
providers include Electricity

Company of Ghana
(365,042.50), Ghana Standard
Authority (61,950.00), GAFCSC
(100,000.00), B& S Consulting
(17,999.73), Ox Ventures
(41,000.00), Office and Resi-
dential Accommodation
(249,600.00), J. A Plant Pool
Co. Ltd (37, 21.77), C Woerman
(20,212.00), Madson Japan Co.
Ltd (14,500.00) and True Data
Systems (13, 686.40).

He said NADMO has an out-
standing salary arrears to be
paid to 1,500 staff totaling
GHC 22,437,022.07 adding
that the institution is also con-
fronted with low and unat-
tractive remuneration, inade-
quate depots and warehouses.

Other Members of Parliament
who contributed to the motion
for the adoption of the com-
mittee's report expressed con-
cern over the indebtedness of
state security agencies which
according to them will cripple
their activities if urgent steps
are not taken to address the is-
sue.

Some agencies under the Min-
istry include NADMO, Prison
Service, Police Service, Immi-
gration, Fire Service, Peace
Council, Refugee Board, and
Gaming Commission among
others.

Hon. Ambrose dery, Interior Minister and MP for Nandom

By Van Kuku

The Crew

Police, NADMO, NACOB owe
suppliers over 50m Cedis

Hon. Major Derrick Yaw Oduro, MP for Nkoranza North and

Chairman of the Defense and Interior Committee



Parliamentary News04 Tuesday March 28 - Monday April 03, 2017

Governance

   
  
  

 
   

    
     

     
    

     
      

     
   
     
 

A     
       

     
      
     

     
   

     
     

    

     
       

       
     
     
      

      
      

      
      

       
     

    
     

      
   

      

    
     

     
    

     
      

     
     

     
     

   

      
   

   
    

    
    

    
     

      
     

      
   
    

A
CCRA, Ghana. 23rd
March, 2017: The
main agencies car-
rying out German
development proj-

ects and financing, the Deutsche
Gesellschaft für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
and KfW Development Bank
have successfully launched the
solar PV system for their office
complex. The 16.64kWp solar
PV system is one of the first
grid-connected PV systems in

Ghana with no battery backup
under the net metering frame-
work in the country.

The launch was attended by var-
ious stakeholders from the en-
ergy sector, including the Exec-
utive Secretary of the Energy
Commission and CEO of GRID-
Co, and was addressed by dig-
nitaries including the Minister
of Energy and the German Am-
bassador. Participants at the
launch were given the opportu-

nity to inspect the solar system
and also to network with each
other.

Addressing the audience at the
launch, Alan Walsch, the Coun-
try Director of GIZ Ghana, stated
that the decision to procure the
solar PV system was informed
by rising cost of grid electricity
and fuel for backup generators,
as well as GIZ and KfW’s desire
to demonstrate that solar PV is
already extremely cost compet-
itive in Ghana. He also stated
that GDC House had been able
to save GHS 13,925.15 from
mid-October to February by us-
ing solar energy.

The German Ambassador to
Ghana, H.E. Christoph Retzlaff
stressed Germany’s commitment
to further support Ghana’s en-
deavours in Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency which will
contribute to Ghana’s sustainable
economic development. He also
said that Germany is one of the
leading countries transitioning
from a fossil fuel based economy
to one based on renewable energy
and that Germany was ready
to share the lessons learnt during

the transition. “Ghana and Ger-
many have been cooperating in
the field of Renewable Energies
for a couple of years, one of the
activities being supporting pri-
vate households and companies
to install solar on their rooftops
and to connect it to the ECG
grid through the net-metering
scheme,” he stated.

On behalf of the German gov-
ernment, GIZ works in the field
of Renewable Energy by sup-
porting the government of
Ghana’s capacity to successful
implement the Renewable Energy
Act. We also support the Ghana-
ian institutions responsible for
integrating Renewable Energy
(RE) into the national grid. We
also facilitate projects that link
local activities with German busi-
nesses in the RE sector. Through
KfW, the German Government
has committed about EUR 43
million to the Ministry of Finance
for the implementation of its
Renewable Energy Development
Programme. We support the fi-
nancing of 12 megawatt (MW)
photovoltaic solar plants across
two sites at Kaleo and Lawra,
both in the Upper West Region

of Ghana. We also support in
financing the 330kV transmis-
sion line between Ghana and
Cote d’Ivoire in the context of
the West African Power Pool
(WAPP) Revised Masterplan that
was approved by ECOWAS Heads
of States in February 2012.

On his side, the Minister of En-
ergy, H.E. Boakye Agyarko stated
that he was a firm believer in
solar energy personally and
reemphasised the government’s
commitment to solar energy. He
stated that all non-residential
agencies countrywide will adopt
solar power starting with his
ministry. He also commended
the German government for the
support they had been providing
the government of Ghana.

The solar PV system is expected
to produce about 21,000 kWh
of electricity per annum for the
next 20 years. This is equivalent
to 15% of electricity consumption
at the GDC House and

equates to annual cash savings
of GHS 41,000. It avoids carbon
dioxide emission of approximate-
ly 10.4 tons per annum.

Energy Minister, Hon. Boakye Agyarko (2nd right), and German Ambassador to

Ghana, H.E. Christoph Retzlaff cutting a tape to launch the Solar PV  System

T
he NDC Minority MP’s
in Parliament are pre-
dicting doom for most
Ministries Department
and Agencies  (MM-

DAs) following government’s de-
cision to place a cap on spending
of internally generated funds by
these MMDAs.

Minority MPs expressed these sen-
timents during the consideration
stage of the Earmarked Funds Cap-
ping and Realignment Bill 2017.

According to the NDC MPs, the
decision will make these institu-
tions cash strapped which will af-
fect the discharge of their duties.

The government in its 2017 budget
statement and economic policy
indicated that it will cap all statu-
tory funds at 25% to fund certain
specific sectors of the national
economy.

Parliament on Friday put on hold
the Earmarked Funds Capping and

Realignment Bill,2017 which is
aimed at freeing up public re-
sources by placing a cap on the
specified Earmarked Funds to en-
sure that tax revenue burdened
by those Funds as a result of allo-
cations to them does not exceed
twenty-five percent(25%) of total
tax revenue.

This means that 7.5% of all total

revenue of the country that goes
to the District Assemblies Common
Fund (DACF) will be slashed down
to 5% if this is implemented.

Former Deputy Minister for fi-
nance and Ranking member on
the Finance committee, Ato Forson,
who spoke to the Parliamentary
Newspaper said this will have
dangerous consequences on the

country’s economy. 

"If care is not taken we are going
to a see a new scenario where the
banks are saying a lot of govern-
ment contractors not getting paid
and therefore they, [contractors]
are not servicing their debt. There
is a likelihood that we are going
to see a lot of non-performing
loans in the banking sector." He
said.

He argued that the bill if passed
into law will channel the usage
of the internally generated funds
of state own enterprises to be the
sole prerogative of the Finance
Ministry, hence dwindling the re-
source available for the govern-
ment agencies to run effectively. 

Hon Cassiel Ato Forson pointed
out that the 25% cap on statutory
funds such as the District Assem-
bly Common Fund would affect
the release of funds to contractors
handling various projects adding
that it would result in an increase
in non-performing loans in the
banking sector.

The former deputy finance Min-
ister, who is also the Member of

Parliament for Ajumako Enyan
Essiam criticized government
for not consulting stakeholders
before reaching the decision.

But according to Finance Min-
ister, Ken Ofori-Atta, who laid
the bill before Parliament the
bill is expected to address the
rigidities and imbalance in public
expenditure adding that if not
passed into law, its ramification
on revenue is a clear indication
that the rationalization of statu-
tory funding in annual budgets
has the tendency of affecting
governments’ financial plan.

He informed the House that
provisions have been made in
the Bill to enable the Finance
Minister make allocation from
capped Internally Generated
Funds (IGFs) to relevant Min-
istries, Departments and Agen-
cies (MDAs) based on their re-
spective weights within the
capped total IGF retention for
each fiscal year.

The Earmarked Funds Capping
and Realignment Bill, 2017 is
expected to be approved this
week before Parliament rises.

Former Deputy Finance Minister, Hon. Cassiel Ato Forson 

By Gily Sparks    
   

  
  

  
    

     
       

    
      

    
    

   

     
   

    
 

    
     

     
   

  

      
    

    
     

    
   

     
   

  

    
      

     
 

     
    

     
      

     
 

    
     

    
     

      

     
    

    
   

   

     
   
    

    
     

   
 

   
     

    

   
     
       

     

     
    

    

     
 

     
    

  
     

     
   

     
    

  

    
   

      
      
    

 

    
     

   
      

      
   

      
    
     

       
  

      
    

     
      
      
        

      
       

    
   

Minority warns gov’t over IGF restriction 

        
     

Launch of Solar PV System at German Development Cooperation House (GDC HOUSE)

PRESS RELEASE
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T
he Majority Leader and
Minister for Parlia-
mentary Affairs, Osei
-Kyei Mensah-Bonsu
has advised the Min-

ister for Roads and Highways,
Kwasi Amoako Attah to build a
resilient team of experts and con-
sultants to effectively run the
Ministry.

The Suame law maker made the
statement on the floor of the House
of Parliament as the house ap-
proved Ghc 871,222,971 Min-
istry’s 2017 budget for the year
ending 2017.

According to the Majority Leader,
since the Minister is not a guru of
the industry, it would be appro-
priate for the Minister to use di-
rectors and technocrats at the Min-

istry to help him understand the
ways of the sector.

The fourth term MP also expressed
worry about the sky-high cost of
road construction in the country.

“I believe the minister should help
all of us to come to some consen-
sus. It cannot be that in one year
the average cost of road construc-
tion may be about GHC 600,000
and just the following year it has
become higher at the cost of $1.2m
per km. The Minister needs to as-
semble a bunch of experts to fur-
nish us with the reality of these
on time in order for us to make
the judgment for ourselves" - He
said.

In furtherance, the Majority Leader
outlined the effect the opposite of
his view may have on the country
which will be unacceptable

"I am insisting we do this going

forward as a nation, otherwise,
with the passage of time there
will be cost escalation of projects
undertaken by the Ministry of
roads and Transport and that can-
not be acceptable. It will only be
harmful to the finances of the
country and but in the comfort
of certain individuals of the Min-
istry and that cannot be allowed
to happen." He edged.

Reacting to the issue on the Floor,
Road and Highways Minister
showed appreciation to parliament
for approving the budget and
promised to use the approved
amount effectively for the intended
purpose.

Amoako reiterated; ”we shall utilize
every pesewa given to the ministry
so judiciously in order for it to
benefit the people of this country
and I have a team of professionals
that individually and collectively,
will move this nation forward."

Majority Leader and Minister for 

Parliamentary Affairs, Hon. Osei-Kyei

Mensah-Bonsu 

   
   

   
 

   
   
      

    
 

    
   

     
    

     
    

     
     

     
   

      
      

    

     
    

   
     
      
    

    
       

     
   

 

      

     
    

     
     

    
    

    
    

    
   

  

       
       

      
    

   
     

      
     

     

      
     

    
      

    
    

    
     

    
      

     
    
     

   
      

    
 

    
      

   
  

   
   

    
    

    
     

    
    

    
     

    
    

    
  

    
    

     
   

  
    
   

     
   

    
  

   
    

    
   

Gov’t to dedicate 30% of procurements to ‘minority’ groups

T
he Minister of State
nominee to be in-
charge of Procure-
ment nominee, Sarah
Adwoa Safo, has

promised to help  government
meet  its campaign promise to
reserve  at least 30% of all tax-
payer funded contracts and pro-
curements   to entities owned by
minority groups in society in-
cluding the youth, women and
people living with disabilities.

This according to her would guar-
antee an enabling environment
to promote local contractors in
the country.

The Deputy Majoirty leader who
is also a lawyer by profession
said this yesterday when she ap-
peared before the Appointments
Committee of Parliament.

She said her role as the country’s
Procurement Minister will be to
advise the government on pro-
curement and make sure that the
right procedures are followed em-
phasizing that procurement rules
would be followed to prevent the
country1s money from going
down the drain.

She explained that there would
not be any potential clash of roles
between her office and the Public
Procurement Authority

(PPA),adding that She will be an
internal check within the gov-
ernment.

"No way will there be conflict
with PPA. It will rather go on
and empower it", she told the
Appointments Committee.

Public procurement was a 2016
campaign issue with the NPP ac-
cusing the NDC government of
failing to ensure value for money
in the cost of contracts and proj-
ects.

There is already a Chief Executive
of the Public Procurement Au-
thority which ensures that public
institutions operate within the
confines of Public Procurement
Act.

Adjoa Safo who holds a Masters'
in Public Procurement assured
the committee that she would
ensure that there is “transparency,
fairness and integrity in the pro-
curement process,” when given
the node.

She announced government's in-
stitutions to resort to sole sourcing
once the conditions are met.

The Dome-Kwabenya MP stated
that sole sourcing is permitted in
law but “it is an exception to the
rule”, rather than being the rule.

Adwoa Safo stressed that the NPP
government has put in place
measures it believes will address

the potential abuse of the law
through sole-sourcing.

"Government has placed a 50 mil-
lion cedi ceiling for contracts
awarded through sole-sourcing.
Any cost beyond this level must
be brought to cabinet for parlia-
mentary approval," she said.

"I can assure Ghanaians we will
minimise the use of sole-sourcing"
Adwoa Safo said.

She informed the committee about
a pilot e-procurement program
which is expected to take off in
April next month to serve as a
check on corruption in Public
procurement. 

" I believe e-procurement actually
takes away the human face in
the procurement process and
checks corruption as well.  It is
the way to go as many jurisdic-
tions are going e-procurement
and I also want to indicate to
this honourable House that a
pilot program is been started by
the PPA and will start in April, "
she said. 

" It will start with key institutions
like GRIDCO and highly spending
it line ministries to start with
and I believe that once it ends
and we are satisfied with it we
will go with it.  It will save this
country a lot of money and take
the human face out of it as a
way of fighting corruption in
the country," she added.

Hon. Sarah Adwoa Safo, Minister of State nominee 

in-charge of Procurement before the Appointments Commitee of Parliament

By Madugu Ebenezer

By Priscilla Anum-Noi 
      

Build a team of Expert to help you succeed
- Majority Leader advises Roads Minister

Minister for Roads and Highways, 

Hon. Kwasi Amoako Attah
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Special Supplement

In association with

GSIA Congratulates Finance
Committee Of Parliament

O
n behalf of the
G o v e r n i n g
Council and
entire member-
ship of the

Ghana Securities Industry As-
sociation (GSIA), we congrat-
ulate the members of the Par-
liamentary Finance Commit-
tee on their appointment to
this all important committee
of Parliament. 

GSIA is confident that your-
joint endeavours will merit
the esteem of Parliament and
Ghanaand we wish you the
very best.

About Ghana Securities 

Industry Association (GSIA)
The Ghana Securities Industry
Association (GSIA) is an industry
Association and umbrella body
of firms regulated by the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission
(SEC). The Association is made
up of both regular and associate
members with a current mem-
bership of 130 firms comprising
Investment Advisors, Fund Man-
agers, Broker Dealers, Registrars,
Trustees, Custodians, Stock Ex-
change and Depository. As an
organisation, the GSIA is com-
mitted to encouraging sound
and ethical business practices
among its members to ensure
investor protection as well as
upholding the professional stan-
dards of the Capital Market In-
dustry.

The principal objectives of the
Association include promoting
the collective interest of its mem-
bers with public and private
agencies in Ghana and bringing
together at regular intervals the
membership and stakeholders
within the industry for the ex-
change of mutual ideas.

The Association was incorpo-
rated as a company Limited by
guarantee on 11th December
2003.

Congratulations Governing Council of the GSIA

MR. REGINALD FRANCE

MANAGING DIRECTOR 

BOULDERS ADVISORS LIMITED

MRS. ELSIE ENNINFUL-ADU

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

PARKSTONE CAPITAL LIMITED

MS. YVONNE OPPONG-AYISI

HEAD, FIDELITY BANK, CUSTODY

AND ESCROW SERVICES

DR. RAZIEL OBENG-OKON, PhD

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

CIDAN INVESTMENTS LIMITED

MR. EMMANUEL ALEX Y. ASIEDU,

CFA, MANAGING DIRECTOR

STANLIB GHANA LIMITED

MR. WINSTON NELSON JNR., CHIEF

EXECUTIVE OFFICER AFRICAN 

ALLIANCE SECURITIES GHANA LTD

MR. EKOW AFEDZIE

DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR

GHANA STOCK EXCHANGE

REV. DANIEL OGBARMEY TETTEH

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DATABANK ASSET MANAGEMENT

Hon. Mark Assibey-Yeboah,

Chairman of The Finance Committee of

Ghana’s Parliament

Special Supplement
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In association with
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Profile

T
he Hon George
Mireku Duker was
born on 9th May,
1975 and hails
from Dompim in

the Western region of Ghana.

Education

He had his basic education at
both Dompim and Mankessim
where his father comes from
and proceeded to Adisadel Col-
lege, Cape Coast for his Sec-
ondary education.

Hon George Mireku Duker at-
tended the Komenda Training
College where he obtained his
Post A certificate and later to
the University of Education,
Winneba to pursue a degree in
Accounting and completed in
2002.

The new MP also possessed
Master of Science certificate
(MSc) in Oil and Gas Manage-
ment from the Plymouth Uni-
versity, UK.

Working Life

Hon Mireku Duker was a teacher
at the Methodist JHS, Mankessim
and later at the Mfantseman Girls
SHS, Saltpond, where he taught
Accounting and Management.

He subsequently worked at the
Ministry of Local Government
and Rural Development as special
Assistant to the Hon Asamoah
Boateng and Hon Agyei Darko
respectively between 2006- 2007.

Hon Duker became the Municipal
Chief Executive for Tarkwa-
Nsuaem from2007-2009 when

the New Patriotic Party (NPP) lost
power.

After his Masters in Oil and Gas
Management from Plymouth in
the UK, he worked in London
with Omega Finance as an Ac-
counts Officer from 2010-2012.

The Hon George Mireku Duker
returned home to Ghana and
worked with Integrated Social
Development Center (ISODEC) as
the Programmes Manager for the
OIL and GAS Platform between
2012- 2014.

He contested the NPP primaries
in the run-up to the 2016 polls
and snatched the party ticket
from the veteran four term in-
cumbent MP, Hon Eugenia Gifty
Kusi.

Hon Duker retained the Tarkwa
Nsuaem seat for the NPP in the
2016 general elections winning
against his closest challenger,
the NDC`s candidate, the popular
celebrity, Kwame Dzokoto whom
he described as a respectful nice
person.

Hon George Mireku Duker, a
royal who was once installed a
Chief of Dompim but gave it up
to pursue partisan politics said,
the desire to help people and the
passion to execute projects is the
motivation that made him to
enter into IGF politics.

Achievements

As the MCE for Tarkwa, Hon
Duker intitated the Tarkwa Na-
boso (T & N) Park project, where
the Medeama football Club plays
its matches, initiated the Tarkwa
Municipal Assembly complex
project, the Midwifery School,
built some basic schools, borehole
projects and road networks im-
provement to deprived commu-
nities making them visible and
accessible among others. 

Future Plans

As an objective to enhance the
employability of the youth in his
constituency, Hon Duker and his
team are set to launch an Ap-
prenticeship Fund with a seed
capital of GHC 50,000.00 on 10th
April, 2017.

The Fund is expected to provide a
sustainable source of funding to
support the youth who are into
apprenticeships of all kinds in-
cluding hairdressing, mechanics,
fashion designers and dressmak-
ing.

It will also support the training
of the youth with the requisite
skills needed for mining firms in
the community to enhance their
employment.

The MP is also committed to up-
grade the Tarkwa T & N Park to
an international status, upgrade
infrastructure including basic
schools in the municipality and
rehabilitate Benso road and link
Simpa to Aklika road networks. 
He also assured of his determi-
nation to provide deprived com-
munities within the constituency
with improved toilet facilities. 

The Tarkwa Nsuaem Member of
Parliament also disclosed his desire
to build a Gold Museum to en-
hance the tourism potential of
the area.

By Christian Kpesese

Hon George Mireku Duker, 
MP, Tarkwa-Nsuaem Constituency

Hon. George Mireku Duker, MP for Tarkwa-Nsuaem Constituency

Hon George Mireku Duker in a group photograph with students and staff of Goldfields School during their visit to Parliament
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Down Memory Lane

  
   
   

 
   

    
     

    
    
     

 

    
    

    
    

    

     
   

     
     

     
    

    
    

    
     

   

   
    

   
      

    
     
      

    
      

   

    
    

     
     
    

   
    

    
    

     
   

     
    

    

      
    

     

     
   

     
   

    
    

  

    
      

   
    

     
     
  

      
    

    
    

    
    

     
  

   
   

     
    

    
      

   

       
       

     
    

      
      

     
   

    
    

        
      
    

  

      
      

     
      

    

       
      

       
     

     
       

     
        

       
        

        
    

    

     
      
        

    

        
     

       
    

      
     

      
     

     
      

    

        

         

   

M
r. Griffiths When
I referred to the
stability of prices
of primary prod-
ucts I realised

that the standard of life and every-
thing else depended upon that.

In the political situation of the
1950s we simply cannot afford to
go back to the economic catastrophe
of the 1930s, with all its conse-
quences upon our Colonies, all of
whom are primary producers. We
cannot allow that to happen 248
when all these dynamic political
forces are at work in Africa, Asia
and elsewhere. It is, therefore, of
vital importance that there should
be a form of association between
us and all the other Commonwealth
countries and the primary produc-
ers. Now that the Gold Coast is to
become independent, I hope that
that factor will be taken into con-
sideration.

The Gold Coast has meant a great
deal to us ever since the Second
World War. I speak as a member of
a Government that held office for
some years during that period, and
I am now speaking to our tempo-
rary successors. I make the point,
only in passing, that no represen-
tative of the Treasury is here. In
our debates on most Bills—certainly,
of this kind—it used to be a tradition
of the House that a representative
from the Treasury was present.

This very old Parliamentary tradi-
tion seems to be falling into disuse.
Gold Coast dollars have been very
valuable to us; so have Malayan
dollars. We could not have survived
the dollar crisis without the help
of the Colonies. That is the plain
fact. It is not we who have been
helping the Colonies since 1945; it
is the Colonies who have been help-
ing us. We have to realise what
would be the effect if any of them
decided to leave the sterling area,
as they would be entitled to.

This is a matter upon which our
future security depends. It is very
important that we should say to
Ghana, "We are conferring demo-
cratic independence upon you, with
the good will of all. We are glad
that you are staying inside the
Commonwealth and that you are
adding the rich diversity of your
life to the great diversity of the
Commonwealth, the greatest mul-
tiracial community the world has
ever known. It is our greatest desire
that this democratic dependence
which we are pleased and privileged
to agree that you should have shall
succeed." If it is to succeed, we
must help the Gold Coast.

I was glad to hear what the Un-
der-Secretary of State said about
the provisions which are already
being made and which will be con-
tinued under the Colonial Devel-
opment and Welfare Acts. They
have formed one of the best in-
struments we have devised to assist
the economic and social interests
of the people in the dependent ter-
ritories. The Under-Secretary of
State said that it was now 249
possible to do that without legisla-
tion. Am I entitled to infer that it
will now be possible, without leg-
islation, to continue the grants,
from other funds, for the same
kind of purposes for which the
Colonial Development and Welfare
Acts were used?

§Lord John Hope indicated assent.

§Mr. Griffiths I hope that the Sec-
retary of State himself will say
more about that.
The Bill provides that after 6th
March, 1957, the Gold Coast will
not rank for grants under the Acts.

There are many fields in which
these grants are of vital importance.
Technical education has been men-
tioned. Another is university edu-
cation and, in particular, there is
adult education. Hon. Members will
know what an important part adult
education has played in building
our democracy. I owe very much
to adult education. It has done so
much to train people to hold re-
sponsible posts in our democratic
life and it is of immense importance.
There will be very great danger
unless provision is made for the
expansion of adult education in the
Gold Coast. There are other objects,
such as research. I gather from the
Under-Secretary of State that it
will be possible for us to make
grants of that kind without legis-
lation.

The purpose of the Resolution for
which we all voted the other day
was that we wanted a collective
Commonwealth effort, as well as
a United Nations effort, to help
each other. I have just returned
from the Caribbean. I hope that
there will be a Colombo Plan for
the Caribbean in which Canada will
participate, as well as help being
given from the United Nations
agencies. Then there is the Colonial
Development Corporation. Clause
3 says that the Corporation will be
enabled to maintain its interest and
continue its operations in established
schemes, but will be prevented from
entering into further commitments.

I believe that this is the wrong way
to deal with this problem. That is
why, during our debate on the Gra-
cious Speech, I pressed the Minister
to consider the problem as a whole.
In March, 1957, we shall cut off
the Gold Coast from the Colonial
Development Corporation. Some
time later, in 1957, we shall cut
250 off Malaya, in which we have
a much bigger interest; in 1958,
we shall cut off the Caribbean Fed-
eration; and in 1959 somebody
else. There is a long list on the
way. This is killing the Corporation
by stages. It is the wrong way to
do it.

In the debate we had the other day,
the point was made with real force
that the effect will be that the Cor-

poration will lose its best personnel,
and its morale, and we shall be
wasting public money by handling
this problem in that way.

§Mr. F. M. Bennett (Torquay) I cer-
tainly do not disagree with the
right hon. Gentleman's main theme
upon the whole question of eco-
nomic co-operation in the Com-
monwealth. It is a fact, however,
that when the Corporation goes
out of these territories they will be
able to obtain benefits flowing from
the colonial development and wel-
fare funds.

§Mr. Griffiths All I am sure about
for the moment is that the Gov-
ernment should make up their
minds now whether there is to be
an instrument by and through
which Government aid for economic
development will be available in
this country. If so, is it possible to
use the C.D.C. or some other in-
strument? Let us make that decision
rather than have this "death by a
thousand cuts"— if I may so put
it—which will have a disastrous
effect on everyone concerned. I hope
that consideration will be given to
that problem.

There are three of us here this af-
ternoon—my right hon. Friend the
Member for Wakefield (Mr. Creech
Jones), the Colonial Secretary and
myself—whom the House will per-
mit to have some personal pride in
this matter. At various stages we
have all three had the privilege of
taking part in and offering our aid
during this journey towards the
independence of the Gold Coast.
This Bill represents journey's end. I
should like to join in paying tribute
to all those who have helped. I
wish to pay tribute to the Colonial
Service, to the people who have
had to work in this transition pe-
riod. In a sense they are working
themselves out of a job, and it is a
very great tribute to them to say
that in this penultimate stage their
experience and knowledge has been
given so freely.

In particular, I wish to place on
record my deep appreciation of the
work of the 251 Governor, Sir
Charles Arden Clarke. He is a great
statesman. I was in office when

the 1951 Constitution came into
operation and I would pay tribute
to Dr. Nkrumah, the Prime Minister
of the Gold Coast. He came out of
prison to become Prime Minister.
He had to make the big decision
which has had to be made in all
the territories, but which has not
always been made so wisely as he
made it. The party had captured
power within the limits of a Con-
stitution which they did not alto-
gether like. They would have pre-
ferred a Constitution more demo-
cratic and nearer to freedom.

There were two voices within the
party; there were those who said,
"We have won power. Let us use
our power now to get our freedom
at once and not (have this half-
way house." Dr. Nkrumah used
his great personal prestige and in-
fluence—it was great then, and it
is still great—on the side of using
the limited powers of that Consti-
tution and working their passage
towards full independence by show-
ing their responsibility. Throughout
the whole period Sir Charles Arden
Clarke has well served this country
and the Commonwealth, and indeed
the world, and I should like to pay
my sincere tribute to him.

I believe that all hon. Members will
vote for the Second Reading of this
Bill with a sense of pride and priv-
ilege. I shall do so. I join in sending
to the Prime Minister, to the Gov-
ernment, to the Opposition—for
the members of the Opposition
have a part to play, which I hope
they will play with a true sense of
responsibility—and to all the people
of Ghana, a message that this af-
ternoon we look forward to 6th
March not only as the day on
which they will become independent
within a democracy, but the day
on which they will join as equal
partners in the Commonwealth of
Nations.

§ 4.44 p.m.

§Mr. John Tilney (Liverpool, Wa-
vertree) I do not often agree with
the right hon. Member for Llanelly
(Mr. J. Griffiths) but this afternoon
I accept almost entirely what he
has said, though I believe that my

THE INDEPENDENCE BILL
DEBATE, DEC. 1956 – Part (3)

In commemoration of the 60th independence anniversary of Ghana, the editorial team of the Parliamentary Newspaper is
serializing the Independence Bill debate to bring back to life the sentiments and reasons that underpinned the nation’s

quest for independence from the clutches of the colonial masters.
Bellow is an extraction from the Hansard of 1956 during the second reading of the 

Independence Bill on the Floor of the National Assembly.

HANSARD 1803–2005 41950s 4

1956 4 December 1956 4 11

December 1956 4 Commons

Sitting 4 ORDERS OF THE DAY

GHANA INDEPENDENCE BILL

HC Deb 11 December 1956 vol 562

cc229-326 229

nOrder for Second Reading read.

— [Queen's Consent, on behalf of

the Crown, signified.]

n3.39 p.m.

nThe Under-Secretary of State for

Commonwealth Relations (Lord

John Hope) I beg to move, that the

Bill be now read a Second time.
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General News

T
he Honorable Member
of Parliament (MP) for
the Akim Swedru con-
stituency, Kennedy
Osei Nyarko has ex-

pressed worry about the nation’s
neglect of the promotion of Science
and Technology which has the
potential to turn the economic
fortunes of the nation around for
the better.

The MP who acknowledged science
and technology as the backbone
of many economies around the
world, wondered why Ghana has
been spending its scarce resources

into the training and payment of
compensations of Scientists but
finds it difficult to resource them
and their institutions to go into
research to use their findings for
the benefit of the country.

`Science and technology is the
backbone of every country, the
country cannot move, if that
country does not take science and
technology seriously’’ he ob-
served.

The Akim Swedru law-maker
stated that ``the contribution of
Science and Technology to
Ghana`s GDP is less than 1% and
any serious country that wants
to break bounds and develop, and
go higher, if you look at other

developed world, you cannot get
to that stage if you don’t take
science and technology serious’’.

Hon Kennedy Osei Nyarko ex-
pressed these reservations in a
debate on the floor of parliament
during the approval of the 2017
budget estimates of the Ministry
of Environment, Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation (MESTI). 

According to him the inadequate
resource allocation to the ministry
and its thirteen agencies by suc-
cessive governments over the
years is indicative of Ghana’s lack
of seriousness towards the pro-
motion of science and technolo-
gy.

The MP observed that due to the
lack of adequate budgetary allo-
cation to the ministry and its

agencies, it is rather some foreign
nations and organizations that
invest into the research works of
Ghanaian scientists and agencies
who subsequently take away their
research findings to the detriment
of the country.

Hon Kennedy Osei Nyarko how-
ever takes solace in the new NPP
government assurance to invest
enough resource into the promo-
tion of Science and technology as
a key element in the development
of the nation.

``I am happy that the NPP ad-
ministration led by his Excellency
the President, Nana Addo Dankwa
Akufo-Addo has pledged his com-
mitment to ensure that science
and technology is promoted to
become key in our nation`s de-
velopment’’ he said.

MP for Akim Swedru constituency, 

Hon. Kennedy Osei Nyarko

T
he Minority in Parliament
has expressed concerns over
what they says is an over-
load of planned projects at
the office of the president

for the 2017 financial year, a situation
they describes as dangerous.

According to them plans  by the Office
of the  President  to directly supply
farming inputs to farmers and undertake
sanitation programmes is uncalled for.

This follows approved a budget of 1.56
billion cedis for the office of government
machinery for 2017, an amount the
minority describes as exorbitant.

Former Deputy Finance Minister and
Ranking member of Finance committee
, Ato Forson in a media briefing in Par-
liament yesterday said  the move will
hamper the effective implementation of
government's special projects.

Mr. Ato Forson claims the budget esti-
mates approved by the House  shows
that government has broken its promise
to allocate 1 million dollars to each
constituency to help facilitate develop-
ment.

" We thought all these projects are stand
alone projects but they are not .They
are embedded in the so called 1 million
dollars 1 constituency. They have been
earmarked for other projects other than
what they claim to do," he said .

"...You have the ministry of Agriculture
and you are going to send money to the

Chief of Staff for the purpose of acrid
inputs . What is the use of the ministry
, does the Chief of Staff Office has the
requisite knowledge in agriculture to
procure agric imputs," he quizzed.

The Ajumako Enyan Essiam MP accused
the NPP government of deceiving  Ghana-
ians to vote them to power only to turn
around and review its promises.

He urged  Ghanaians  not be too expec-
tant of the government’s realisation of
its many promises as is the case with
the one million dollar project.

But in a sharp rebuttal, Chairman of
the Finance Committee, Dr Mark Assibey
Yeboah debunked the motion  and said
government was only seeking to cut
down on frivolous spending by directing
what the money allocated for the one
million dollar per constituency project.

ormer Deputy Finance Minister and Ranking

member of Finance committee , 

Hon. Cassiel Ato Forson 

By : Van Kuku

Ghana Not Serious in promoting Science and Technology 

Minority raises red flags over packed projects at flagstaff House

- Hon Kennedy Nyarko
By Christian Kpesese

T
he Member of Par-
liament for the
Bole/Bamboi con-
stituency, Hon Yusif
Sulemana has de-

scribed as unfortunate the de-
cision by the New Patriotic Party
(NPP) government to abolish
market tolls on market women
including head porters popularly
called ``Kayaye’’ calling it a
populist approach.

According to him, the decision
would rather encourage more
under-privileged girls and chil-
dren of school-going age to ven-
ture into the practice.

The MP expressed worry that
the 2017 budget statement failed

to mention and provide direction
about how governments intends
to curb the kayaye menace.

According to him in 2014, the
erstwhile Mahama led govern-
ment through the then Minister

for Gender, Children and Social
Protection Nana Oye Lithtur
presented to Parliament a com-
prehensive policy on the way-
forward to the kayaye menace.

He noted that most girls who
were involved in the kayaye
trade benefited from the policy
which established skills training
programmes including dress-
making, hairdressing among
others.

Most of the beneficiaries have
been reintegrated into their com-
munities with seed capitals to
establish themselves into gainful
employments.

He stated that the kayaye men-
ace does not only affect the
three regions up north but
rather a national concern that
requires a collective effort to

tackle.

The menace he said, exposes
children of school-going age to
all manner of dangers, creates
challenges of teenage pregnancy,
and exposes girls to rape and
other health related challenges
such as abortion.

The Bole/Bamboi lawmaker is
therefore urged the NPP Gov-
ernment continue with what
the NDC government started or
initiate new programs targeted
at women and children empow-
erment for the good of society.

In a related development, Hon
Usif Sulemana observed that
the proposed capping of ear-
marked funds to statutory bod-
ies through the Earmarked
Funds Capping and Realignment
Bil

Hon. Usif Sulemana, MP Bole/Bamboi

By Christian Kpesese

Kayaye tax exemption is a populist decision -Bole/Bamboi MP
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Teshie Hedor R/C Basic School, Teshie GT. Accra Region EL Ntiado School Complex, Abaam-Kade, Eastern Region

Greater Grace Christian Academy, Apam, Cenral Region Dzolo Gbogame E.P. JHS, Ho, Volta Region

Brofoyedur Mangoase D/A Basic School, Gomoa East District, Central Region Pentecost Preparatory School, Wassa East, Western Region

Future Star School, Ashongman Estate, Gt Accra Region Novel Academy, Lashibi Tema, Gt. Accra Region

Photo Report: More Schools Visit Paliament
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